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IHTRODUCTICH 


Volume 2 of Lives of the Brethern 
@ the s as oi Lian 

begun in the ‘first colune 

to June 19h2~ The two volumes, 


together tuary 
published in The Basil Amnals i 
— a biographical notice for a 
geceased confreres who exercised the 
te in America from the mb nh 
of Father Patrick Moloney in 1£50 down 
to the present day. 


Silene ens completed in 1946, twenty- 
one years after the death of the last 
member recorded in it. ‘the lives con- 
tained in this second volume were 
written at the same time. They have 
now been revised and cut into final 
again twenty-one years after the 
death of the last confrere listed. 
Experience in writing Basilian bio- 
grachies showed that those composed 


mermber 
tended to emphasize his last years and 
the events surrounding his death to 
the neglect of his earlier work in 
the Congreration. 


ceased 

life. Little attempt has been made oan 
am assessment of a member's sg ~ 

the history of tho Congregetion. Both 
volumes aim at a plain statement of 
historical fact Ae when facts were not 
available, a gap has been left in the 
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narrative. The dlank pages facing the 
text are for writing in adcitional in- 
formation. Such notations sheuld al- 

ways be initiailed. 


Fathers of the Diocese of Yiviers. 


scope of this volume but which have 
been included lest they be lost. 


purpose in writing these biographies 
or Seconnes eonfreres pe pei it 
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who are pleasing to God are in no way 
benefitted if they are not perfecting 
their om will.” 


ee oe ere eae ee 


January 20, 1863: "Each of those who 
made up these earlier generations of 
Basilians were eminent in one way or 
another. If the sanifold qualities of 
our venerable departed brethren could 
be fused inte a single person, we should 
have before our eyes the perfect model | 
of the true Basilian." 


Centuries before St. John Cassian had 
teld his monks, in the Fifth Book of 
his Institutes chapter five, that they 
searcely ever find a monk who 
wags a model of all the virtues because 
in His Mystical wey Big earth "Christ 
is divided, member member among all 
the eaints, but when all come together 
in the unity of the feith and virtue, 
He is formed unto the ‘perfect man’ 
completing the fuliness of His Sody in 
the joints and properties of all His 


Twenty-first anniversary 
of the death of Father 
Cumuer. May 14, 1963. 
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EDMUND TOUSSAINT BURNS 
LES lp——1928 


Father Sdmund Toussaint Burns was born 
at Amherstburg, Ontario, on November 1, 
e He was one of five children, two 
and three girls, all of whom were 
ged in two languages by an Irish 
father and a French mother. 


At the turn of the century Father Burns 
came to Assumption vollege, Windsor, as 
a Stucdente In class he was always at 
the top or near it thanks to a remarke 
able facility for learning Greek and 
Latin. After seven years as a boarder 
at Assumption he entered the Toronto 
Novitiate where he was received on 
August 15, 1907, along with Fathers 
Luke 5 et and Joseph Muckle. 


AS a scholastic, while making his course 
in Philosophy at St. Michael's Colleze 
he studied English at the University of 
Toronto for two years but he was not 
afforded the opportunity of completing 
the courses required for a degree. He 
met with another disappointment when he 
sought to improve his knowledge of 
French by spedning a summer in .uebec. 
His Provincial, Father Nicholas oche, 
was will to send him, but the Super- 
ior Gene then Father Victorin Mari- 
jon, was reluctant to allow a scholastic 
to live apart from the Community and 
Sugested that the French priests at 
Assumption Church and at St. Anne's 
Church, Detfoit, could give him all the 
help he needed. 
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Father Burns was ordained on Aucust 13, 
1914. From the time of his ordination 
until 1921 he taught French and tnglish 
at Assumption “ollege. He brought to 
his classroom a firm grasp of these 
Subjects anc sound comaon sense in deal- 
ing with stuwients while a touch of Irish 
humor always placed his periods as among 
the more interesting of the day. He was 
a soft spoken teacher who did his work 
guietly and efficiently. In his dealings 
with students, and indeed throuchout his 
entire life, he was always the perfect 
gentleman, giving offense to no one. 


Seven years was sort of a mystic cycle 
in the life of father Burns. He was a. 
boarder 2t Assumption Colleze for seven 
years. It was seven years, almost to 
the day, from the time he entered the 
Hovitiate until his ordination. Then 
after seven years of teaching, the final 
seven yeer period began with an appointe 
ment aS pastor of Assumption Vhurch, 
Windsor. 


The new pastor of Assumption soon showed 
himself a real spiritual leader. When 
he preached, his sermons flowed from his 
heart. le was completely bilingual, 
ching just as fluently in French as 
English. A parishioner, Mr. Jules 
tobinet, summed up his character in these 
words: “Le Pére Burns, il est si bon". 


He was also a skilied administrator, 
dealing wisely with brick and stone, 

with finance, and with the everyday facts 
of parish @. He tore down the old 
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driving sheds that had sheltered many 
a horse and buggy and then laid out a 
parking lot on the church crounds. He 
purchased an unused canning factory and 
converted it into St. Francis Separate 
School after which he remodelled the 
old school into a convent for the Holy 
Hames Sisters. 


Within the church he effected a number 
ef changes. Up till his pastorate, the 
side altars had been outside the sanc- 
tuary rail and behind thes were pews 
for the college boarders. A solid 
brick wall hid them from the congregation 
and a wooden screen separated them from 
the sanctuarye Father Burns removed — 
the pews which were no loncer needed 
because the boarders rarely came to Mass 
in the parish church. This made room 
inside the sanctuary rail for the side 
altars. At the same time he pierced 
the solid brick wall with two gothic 
arches so that the people could see 
them. During these renovations he in- 
Stalled a marble sanctuary railing. He 
did away with pew rent, removed the 
doors from the private pews and threw 
them open to e These and other im- 
provements won the hearts of all his 
parishioners. 


This activity did not surprise his con- 
freres who had long known him as a “do 
it yourself man". Father Surns was an 
excellent woodworker, capable of making 
a useful piece of furniture with the 

est tools. He was also expert at 
f clocks. 
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After five years in the pastoral minis- 
try, Father Burns was reappointed to 
Assumption College. Like many of his 
eonfreres before and since he found the 
return to the classroom difficult. He 
gave his best and his ciasses were as 
attractive as ever, but students who 
did not have him in class never came to 
know him. He was naturally of a re- 
served disposition and now he seldom 
mingled with the college students oute 
Side of class. 


Among his confreres, and with people 
whom he knew well, his sense of humour 
broke through his outward reserve. His 
guick repartee and his puns made his 
presence at comuunity pepe always 
a@ pleasure. He was a delightful per- 
gonality with a gift for brightening 
routine. On one occasion, when tempor- 
arily in charge of scholastics, after 
night prayers he intreduced the points 

f£ tation for the next day with the 
announcement: "There will be meditation 
at ten to six in the morning, whether 
I am there or not.” 


Father Burns was always thin and so 
frail looking that people instinctively 
felt that he was not long for this 
world. His comparatively short life of 
forty-four years closed with a holy 
death. Yowards the end of his second 
year back at Assumption College, he was 
stricken with pneumonia. ne the 
last two days of his life, as he lay 
Semi-conscious and delirious in the 
College Infirmary, he was constantly 
reciting the prayers of Holy Mass. 
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Despite his weakened condition he said 
them as he had always done, distinctiy 
and reverently. On Saturday, May lz, 
1928, as the first bell began to ring 
for the even exercises, Father Burns 
died. ‘The confreres who were with him 
at the end said a few prayers for the 
repose of his soul anc then hastened to 
the chapel for the customary Basilian 
Saturday night devotions. 


VINCENT Be BATH 
1869-1929 


Father Vincent B. Heath was born at St. 
Thomas, Ontaric, on July 10, 1869. He 
was an active, husky boy. Se. Thomas 
was a railroad centre and he soon gave 
his heart to the principal industry of 
his native city. Leaving school pre- 
sented few difficulties those days 
and in his early teens he got a jeb 
with the Michigan Central Railroad as a 
telegraph operator whose duty it was to 
replace absent operators at small 
stations up and down the line out of St. 
homase Later the idea of becoming a 
priest began to take shape in his mind 
and he saved his soney with a view to 
going back to school. At the age of 
oo he enrolled at Assumption 
Go eee@e 


In 1887 he was not an unusual type of 
Student. Other boys had been out of 
school for one or more years, some be- 


Pa 
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cause they had not seen previeusly the 
value of an education, others in order 
te earn the money recoired to continue 
their studies. things were noticed 
about Father Heath during his student 
years at Assumption: his piety and his 
ability as the second baseman on the 
tep collesze basebali team. At the end 
of his Rhetoric year he went to the 
Hovitiate with the first dase of novices 
received at the newly opened Toronto 
Hovitiate. He was given the habit on 
August 23, 1292. Six years later he was 
ined priest on August 15, 1898. 


After ordination Father Feath returned 
to Assumction Collere where he was made 
Prefect of Hecreation, a post that he 
filled with success. Although he was a 
competent teacher, he had little class- 
room experience, being more at home on 
the campus than in the classroom. Most 
Students instinctively respected him 
and those who did not came to fear his 
strengthe Ali lecked uron him as a 
man's man and they made him a sort of 
board of appeal to settle their srivate 
differences. he piety which had been 
noticed during his student days had 
matured in the priest and many of the 
students made him their confessor. In 
his later years the hearing of confes~ 
sions came to be his chief employment. 


Pather Keath taught later at 5t. Thomas 
college, Chatham, New Grunswick. His 
dast appointment, to St. Michael's Col- 
lege, ‘oronto, came in 1919. “here 
uncer Father henry Carr he passed the 


& 
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moet fruitful years of his priestiy 
life. He died in St. Michsei'ts Hos- 
pitel on Janmuery 20, 1929. 


Within the pte ag Father Reath 
was known e@ a @Man'’s priest. He was 
always a eto confessor with students 
and with his cenfreres. In Terento he 
Gid splendid work as chaplain of the 
Mercer Reformatory and at the Good 
Shepherd Convent, then on west Lodge 
Avenue. ‘The Sinal surmmens came to him 
as he was leaving the Good Shepherd 
Convent after hesring confessions. He 
Slipped on a patch of ice outside the 
chapiain*s quarters, fell heavily and 
fractured his hip. Unable to move and 
umable to attract assistance he lay for 
a time in the cold. By the time he was 
noticed and taken to the hosoital for 
treatment e fatal attack of pneumonia 
had set ine As he lay dying, uneware 
of where he was, he was heard to repeat 
over and over the form of absolution. 


PATRICK J. HOWARD 
1866~-1929 


Father Howard was a one man mission 

band at Assumption College in the 1920's. 
Year after year he was invited back to 
the same parish for Forty Hours and 
other special occasions. A bo 

voice and a fascinating New Eng 

accent made him a meses preacher’. 
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In the last full year of his life, 1926, 
he preached 18 Forty Hours, 11 retreats, 
and gave 21 special addresses. «henever — 
he preached a retreat or gave a Forty 
Hours he was most seaious in heariag 
eonfessions. 


When Father Howard was not out preaching 

he was atudy hall master at the College. 

Generations of students heard one of his 
favorite sayings: “Say mays you do that 
mn and you will be eating breakfast 

th the angela.” ‘here was no nonsense 

when he was in charge of the study hall. 


In good weather Father Howard regularly 
Spent part of his recreation with the | 
Students. They would gather round hia 
on the Little Walk to listen to his 
Steries. An audience invarisbly in- 
spired him and the one thine be Liked 
better was a good cigar. He would blow 
amoke rings anc then call on the students 
to, "Smell the aroma of this cigsr." 


Patrick J. Howard was born at Worcester, 
Maseachusetts, on March 2, 1866, the son 
of Thomas Howard and Mary Redican. He 
received his early education in the 
schools of his birthplace, craduating 
from the high school division of Holy 
Cross Colieze. Years later Holy Cross 
College conferred an honorary Master of 
Arts upon him. After leaving school, 
Father Howard worked for several years 
as a barber before he came to St. Miche 
ael's College, *oronto, in November of 
1893 to study for the priesthood. Dur- 
ing the year he applied for admission 
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to the Novitiate and received the hebit 
on September 3, 1894. 


That year he was the only novice. His 
Master of Novices was Father ‘homas 
oereane an enthusiastic horseman who 
an afternoon ride on his famous 

racehorse, Yon Yonson. He would so 
about the contry roads, the foronto 
Novitiate was then well outside both 
the city and its suburbs, secure in 
the fact that Mr. Howard would ring 
the bell for the accustomed exercises. 
If he did not hear the belli, his novice 
had to give an accounting. Father 
Heydon's unicue system of formation 
paseees a religious who was regular — 

his habits. When his novitiate year 
was completed Father Howard continued 
his studies at St. Michael's College 
and at the newly established St. Basil's 
Scholasticate. He pronounced his final 
vows on “ugust 6, 1896, and was ordained 
oriest on June 25, 1905. 


As a newly ordained priest Father Howard 
taught at Ste Michael's College and was 
given charge of dramatics and public 
speaking. His careful preparation of 
the sermons that he gave in his turn in 
St. Basil's “hurch and his fine delivery 
marked him as a preacher of great 
promise. His teaching at St. Michael's 
was interrupted for a year, 1902-1903, 
when he was named assistant at St. 
Mary*s Church, Owen Yound. In 1907 he 
began his long connection with Assump- 
tion College, twenty-two years broken 
only by a year as assistant at St. John 
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the Baptist Church i Sheets. The 
ebedience that took him to dindsor was 
the beginning of a career that has en- 
riched the traditions of Asswaption. 
For twenty-two years Father Howard was 
a familier and commanding ficure in the 
Study Hall. 


Father Howard was a hard worker. He 
rarely knew an idle hour. ‘When he went 
to Assumption he was simply a member of 
the staff who was released from his 
ord duties to oblige a pastor. 
Gradual wey? aS the demand for his services 
a preaching became his main 

and his duties aS a supply teacher 
emg Angee the study hall took on a secon- 
dary role. 


Pather Howard's effectiveness as a 
preacher was the result of his forceful 
delivery. He had little confidence in 
his own ability to write a sermon and 
would regularly call upon his confreres 
for the material of his sermons. he 
matter that they supolied, he Seah 
copy out in his own handwri td 

changes that somehow ek i oy = 
another's sermon into his om. His 
memory was photographic in its quick 
grasp of the written page. It was also 
retentive. After a few minutes to look 
over his manuscri he could go into 
the pulpit and de iver the sermon al- 
most word for word. He rarely preached 
extenporaneously. 
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Father Howard was a special friend of 
a Monsignor Suilivan of Boston. Once 
this priest friend took him on a trip 
to Ireland. While he was on it, his 
room at Assumption “ellece was thorouch- 
ly housecleaned. In the process the 
piles of papers that regularly covered 
the top of his desk and his entire 
collection of sermons were thrown out. 
When he returned snd discovered the loss 
op did speak extemporaneously and at 
engthe 


Preaching was the indirect cause of his 
death. After a tiring series of en- 
gagements he felt rundown and received 
medical advice thet his teeth were in- 
fected and should be extracted. He 
feared that this would spoil his veice 
for vreaching and in consequence put 
off following the advice. One day he 
collapsed in the pulpit of St. Charles 
Church, Detroit. He was forced to rest. 
His teeth were attended to, but it was 
too late. Infection had weakened his 
powerful frame and he died at Assumption 
Gollege on May 30, 1929. 


Father Howard was a strict discipline 
arian who exacted from himself the same 
discipline that he imposed on others. 
His room was kept in good order, though 
his desk would be piled with papers and 
clippings for sermon material. His 
clothes were neat and clean. On the 
priests* flat at Assumption Collere he 
was the guardian of silencee A confrere 
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who walked with a heavy and noisy step 
or who engaged in loud conversation was 
greeted by him in a booming voice: “Say 
man, do vou think you are a freight 
train crossing a double track?" 


WILFAIN PRANGIS GARVEY 
LEGG. 930 


Father Wilfrid Garvey was the first 
Basilian to obtain two academic doctor- 
ates, one in Philosophy, the other in 
Theology. lie was a gifted student who 
always aimed at the intellectual heights. 
He was of medium height end build, 

Sallow in complexion, tense and nervous 
in disposition. He was always working 
at somet! » usually something that 
would tax his strength. He could not 


Wilfrid Francis Garvey was born at Ash- 


Donnelly. He made his high school and 
college courses at Assumption College, 
Windsor, graduating with a B.A. degree 
from the University of Western Ontario 
in 1921. In the summer of this year he 
entered the Toronto Novitiate and was 
admitted to first vows on August 11 
1922. After profession he was appointed 
to St. “homas High School, Houston, re- 
te Toronto in 1923. During the 
year 1924-1925 he attended the Ontario 
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College of Sducation. By this time the 
staff of St. Basil's Seminary had recom- 
mended him for sraduate studies in 
Theology and the Superior General ob- 
tained the dispensations necessary to 
advance the date of his ordination. He 
was ordained on June 7, 1925. 


Towards the end of July Father Garvey 
Sailed for Europe, coins first to Paris 
to visit confreres who were studying 
there and to improve his knowledge of 
the French lancuage. In Home he mapped 
out an ambitious proyram: the doctorate 
in «hsology for which he had been sent 
and a secon’ doctorate in Philosophy. . 
Writing from the Canadian Coileze 

he was staying he complained that the 
presence of so many Snglish-speaking 
priests made it harder to work on his 
French dut ma Bo ee a 
opportunity of speaking Latin in his 
shupeee. the Superior General, then 
Father Francis Forster, comaended him 
for his ambitions and then reminded him 
that he had been sent to study -heology. 
He also warned him against undertaking 
too heavy a program which might injure 
his health. 


In 1926 Father Garvey obtained an S.T.L. 
from the 4ngelicum and thoucht of 
dropping his course in ‘heology for a 
year in order to attend lectures at the 
Biblical Institute. Father Forster told 
him to get the doctorate in +heology 
even if it took him two more years. 


Wiifrid Franeis Garvey ik 


At the end of his setond year at the 
Angelicum Father Garvey had his thesis 
for the doctorate, "De Sacerdete Chisti*, 
accepted but he was advised to ete gr 
his comprehensive examinstions until the 
Fell. He wrote these in November and 
Was awarded the 5.7.0. Meanwhile he had 
been studying Philosophy end in September 
of this same year he obtained the PhelD. 
degree from the Academy of St. Thomas. 


The recuirements of two doctorstes took 
a heayy toll on Father Garvey's health 
which had never been rugced. He remained 
in ome for the year 1927-1928 taking 
courses in Sacred Scripture. At Easter 
he joined a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. 
During this vear he began to suffer 
minor heart attacks which made him stop 
whatever he was doing and rest. 


In the summer of 1928 Father Garvey was 
named professor of Dogmtic Theology and 
Seecred Scripture at St. Basil's Seminary. 
He threw himself inte this work with the 
same enthusiasm that he had b tht te 
his etudies. Once again his health was 
not equal to the task and in his second 
year of teaching a recurrence of his 
heart attacks forced him te give up 
teaching before Christmas. 


In February of 1930 Father Garvey went 
for a visit and a period of convalescence 
to the Basilian Kesidence at Aquinas 
Institute, liochester, where some of his 
classmates from Assumption were teaching. 
The looked for improvement did not come 
and he was taken to St. Mary’s Hospital. 
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He died there on April 5, 1930. His 
bedy was brought back to ‘oronte anc 
he was buried from St. Basil's Church 
to Mount Hope Cemetery. 


JEAN JOSEPH MARIE ABOULIN 
1541-1931 


Father Aboulin had a lifelong devotion 
to the Blessed VYirgir and when, at the 
age of ninaty, he felt his end approach- 
in the susmer of 1931 he repeatedly 
his confreres at Assumption Cole 
lege that he wanted to die on the feast 
of the Assumption. His wish was granted 
in part because his final illness began 
that day, though he lingered on in an 
unconscious state until August 30th. 


Jean Joseph Marle Aboulin was born at 
St. Alban-en-Montagne, “iocese of Vi-~ 
viers, France, on March 19, 1ési. He 
entered the Dasilian Novitiate at Feysin 
on September 28, 1861, and was admitted 
to final vows on May is, 1664. Sishop 
Charbonnel ordained him priest in An- 
nonay on September 21, 1867. 


Father Aboulin came to America shortly 
after ordination and, after a brief 
stay at St. Michael's College, Toronto, 
was sent to St. Louis College, Louis~ 
ville, Onio, in the Diocese of Gleveland, 


when he came to Assumption Vhurch, Wind- 
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sor, to serve as pastor. in 1893 he 
WaS appointed Master of Novices at the 
*oronto Sevitiasee. He heid this pest 
until i907 when he was transferred to 
Ste Anne's Church, Vetroit, as assist- 
ante. it was thoucht that a priest who 
had reached the fortieth aniversary 
of his ordination might well be given 
@ lets exacting daily schedule. 


Father Aboulin was not yet ready for 
retirement and he insisted on doing his 
fall share of the parish work. In 1910 
he was elected te the General Council 
and during his term of effice alse 
served as Secretary Cenerai for a few. 
years. These were troublesome years 
within the Congregation and Father Abou- 
iin fourm’ himself torn between two loves. 
He had his roote in France and he had 

retained his French citizenship. 
On other hand all his long priestiy 
dife hac been spent in America. In 1922 
he chose to remain in 4merica. AS a 
member of the oid General Youncil he was 
ean ex-officie member of the Cenerai 
Chapter ef 1922. Out of obedience he 
attenced, but only long encugh to cleet 
the new Cuperior General and a new 
Council. Once the new Council was 
chosen he felt that his right to attend 
had expired and he returnec to Detroit 
before the photograph of the Chapter 
was taken. 


In 1926 Father Aboulin was transferred 
tc Assumption Cslleze where it wuld be 
easier to give him the attentions his 


Jean Joseph Marie Aboulin 17 


advancing years required. His memory 
was nearly gone and his evesicht had 
faiied. On one occasion when he recoge 
niged the voice of one of his novices 
he begeed him: 


“Pather, pray Ged to take me home." 


Net long afterwards he was found uncon- 
scious in his reome On the morning of 
Sunday, August 30, 1931, he breathed 
his last. 


"fhe abbé", as Father Aboulin was fame 
iliarly calied by his confreres, packed 
into his 5° 4" and sparse 130 pounds a- 
Curability that saw him through ninety 
ears, sixty-four of them in the prieste 
wode His shovlcers were humped from 
early years and his gait was always 
awkward and plodding. As an infant it 
was feared that he richt never be able 
to walk. His parents carried him to a 
Shrine of Our ae 4 consecrated him 
to her service. ing his adult yeare 
Father Aboulin placed his walking under 
the protection of St. Anthony and when 
the automobile age entered his life, he 
kept this saint busy as a result of his 
insistence on pedestrian's rights when 
crossing busy streets. 


The first glimpse that many Assumption 
Coliege students had of him was that of 
a little priest hunched over a large 
Salad bowl at the head table. This was 
a sacred rite. Into the salad went a 
dressing of his own preparation. If a 


rege ® 
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confrere dared to add another ingredient 
to his portion, the abbé would remind 

him that he hac mixed salad for Sishops 
and other gee and they bac been 
satisfied. 6@ who watched closely 
also noticed that the little sriest had 
no small appetite. 


Thase sane wawrsy stud ante came to know 
him for his hes of confessions on 
Saturday nights. We was a gifted onfes- 
gor and his confessional in Assumption 
Church an lnter in St. 4nna's, Detroit, 
Was always erowéded. It was so heavy 
crose for him when deafness in his oid 
age limited him in this sinictry. 


his lifetime Father Aboulin made 

it, kuown that he did not want & sermon 
preached at his funernl. The Susertor 
of Assumption Collere, then Father Vin- 
cent Kennedy, respected | thie wish ong 
he achieved the same oebhy €.. 
priest to read the abbé's Last walt from 
= pulpit. This documont., composed a 

on es ® ocangevinge sd after * Father Abou 
iin d taken the new Yow of Poverty, 
admirebiy sums up hie life. There are 
three divisions in it: the first which 
is concerned with the present and his 
life with his family in religien. The 
middle section goes back te the past, 
te his family in the world. “he final 
part cencerns the future and reflects 
the th te that. dominated his whole 
earthly life, his locking forward to 
his life with the famfly of the just 
in heavene 
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Father Aboulin's Last #111 began with 
the invocation of the Blessed Trinity: 


"In the Kame of the Pather, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy “host, Amen. 


"This is my Last Will and Testament. 


"I wish to die in the peace of the Holy 
Roman Catholic Church, and in the Con- 
gregation of St. Basii.* 


There is no public record of any crisis 
in Father Aboulin's life that would 

make the wish "to die in the peace of 
the Holy “oman Catholic vhurch" — 
more than a final affirmation of h 

life long belief. The second phrase in 
this sentence, "in the Concregation of 
St. Basil", recalled a recent difficulty. 


The decision to take the full Vow of 
Poverty, made at the Ceneral Chapter 

of 1922, came at a time in his life when 
change was no longer easy. When he was 
Master of Novices he taught his novices 
that the decision to take the vows of 
religious life, made in 1852, was a 

good thing. Now, he himself hesitated 
over a lesser step. Nevertheless his 
acceptance was important to the future 
of the Congregation because his previous 
position as Master of Novices gave him 
an influence among confreres that he no 
longer fully appreciated. The ee 
General, Fathor Francis Forster had 
been one of his novices, finally ob- 
tained his acceptance on July 24, 1923, 
one month later than the acquiescence 
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of the majority. The spirit of his ac- 
eceptance more than made up for its 
tardiness: 


"J have been a Hasilian for sixty years 
and for those sixty enjoyed the benefits 
of community life and the fraternal 
treatment of my confreres, besides a 
share in their prayers and the right to 
their Masses and suffrages after my 
death. And now, when I have already a 
foot in the grave, shall I despoil my- 
self of those benefits and prove untrue 
to my religious family who was so good 
to me? No. At any cost I wish to die 
a Basilian. So may it please God." . 


The fourth paragraph expresses his ap- 
preciation of the "fraternal treatment" 
of his confreres: 


"I most humbly and sincerely ask pardon 
of my “uperiors and 411 my confreres 
for all want of respect, obedience, 
kindness and edification I have been 
guilty of towards of them. I thank 
them all most heartily for their charity 
and patience towards one so unworthy as 
Ie likewise ask pardon of any ot 
person I may have offended." 


Pather Aboulin was rarely guilty of dis- 
edification in community life. uite 

the contrary was truee Even during his 

scp of retirement at Assumption Vollece 
@ was the soul of punctuality at relig- 
ious exercises. To his novices he was 
rg a living example of the ascetical 
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At St. Anne's Uhurch he followed a 
regular schedule of visiting and was 
especially seslous in seeking out strayed 
souls. Some of these found hia very 
persistent. He was devoted to the pul- 
pit and he felt it keenly when he was 
deprived of an opportunity of vcreaching, 
especially in French. He was the last 

est to preach regularly in this 

ee at St. Anne's and when he was 

moved 1926 he earnestly asked Father 
Forster to send a French-speaking priest 
to replace him. In keeping with the 
customs of another age his sermons were 
about 45 minutes in ienethe Unfortun- 
ately his voice was weak and most of the 
— heard little of what he 


After supper at St. Anne's Father Abou- 
lin would = up the evening paper and 
while stili standing would run through 
the death notices and the marriages. 
The rest of the news was of little in- 
terest to him. His favorite reading 
Was the du Cle and an opinion 
express n it was t like a new 
gospel for him. “hould a confrere 


Much of Father Aboulin's life was spent 
in posts that made it relatively easy 
for him to follow the old French times 
for saying the Divine Office, i.e. 
Little Hours in the morning, Vespers 

and Compline after the noon recreation 
and the anticipation of Matins and Lauds 
before supper. When he returned to 
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Assumption College in i928 he observed 
that the teachers no longer followed 
this custom and he wrote to Father 
Forster: 


"Please recommend to the preacher of 
the retreat to insist on the Office 
being said at the regular hours; that 
does not make itt any loncer. ‘Not to 
say Mass too fast, nor without a server 
the fuli length of ite" 


Father Aboulin careful about rubrics 
throughout his iife and he trained his 
novices to love the ceremonies of the 


Liturgy. 
To return to his Last Will: 


"I was poor in the world and I made a 
Yow of Poverty, consequently my express 
wish is to be buried in a plain, un- 
ornamented coffin, such as becomes the 
poor. Moreover mean this as sy last 
and most emphatic protest against the 
unchristian luxury displayed at funer- 
als. No sermon shall be preached at ay 
funeral, or any other service celeb- 
rated for the repose of my soul. Ho 
figured music shall be sung, but only 
Gre an Chant in all its parts. I 
the honour of having, if possible, 
ecclesiastics for pallbearers." 


Plain Chant had an ardent champion in 
Father Aboulin. He endeavored to impart 
a ener for it st raphe yal 

8 sytem of pedago eld that if t 
novices had been over a hymn twice, they 
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knew ite He loved to sing and for years 
went up into the choir loft at St. 
Anne's and joined the organist in the 
singing of High Masses on weekdays. 


At this point his #111 makes pecific 
bequests: 


"I give to the National Shrine of the 
Immaculate Conception the chalice and 
the cruets I was presented with at my 
jubilee.” 


A momorial volume for Monsignor van 
An » privately printed at Detroit 
in 1930, records on page 68 that the 
first sugvestion for the erection of a 
reat National Shrine to Our Blessed 
ther was made by Father Aboulin to 
Msgr. van Ant who ed to place 
the idea before Gendinn Gibbons then 
visiting in betroit. Others had talked 
about the idea of a National “hrine, 
but this conversation of the Monsignor 
and the Gardinal produced the first 
prectical steps towards its realization. 


"The old crucifix standing on the 
bureau in my room is a souvenir from 
a tare I order it to be sent to 
Curé of Lue (Lozére), *rance, to be 
him delivered to my nearest relatives 
ere, inclucing Hippolyte Bally, a 
Christian Brother.” 


Father Aboulin was an ardent Frenebman. 
At times this was a source of embarr- 
assment to his confreres «ho could not 
explain to him the intracies of new 
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ieesicration laws. His insistence on 
announcing his French citisenship once 
forced Assumption Collece to post a 
bond of $1,000 that he might pay a 
brief visit to St. Anne’s. The co: 
of Prohibition was again something he 
could not understand. He always had a 
8 of wine with his mesis. His 
avorite remedy for any iiiness was a 
giass of hot wine, 30 hot that no one 
else could touch it. 


"I beg to express the desire that the 
Gommunity continue the lamp which I 
kept burning at Lourdes for our dear 
Father Rafferty. 


“Whatever valuabies I may have, besides 
the above exceptions, are ieft te the 
free disposal of my ~uperiors. 


May the Sacred Heart of Jesus, my love 
and trust, grant me the comfort of the 
last sacraments. May the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, my most beloved Mother, 
who protected me from my mother's womb, 
and to whom I owe the fsreatest graces 
I have received, especially the grace 
of my vocation at le ‘uy, then other 
graces at Yourviers and at Lourdes, to- 
gether with my Guardian Angel and my 
patron saints, assist me at the hour 
of my death. Amen." 


Pather Aboulin was distinguished for 
his devotion to the Blessed Virgin. He 
made it a practice to consecrate every 
baby he baptized te her. 
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"I give to the Holy “ouls in Purgatory 
the full benefits of all the Masses and 
nn that may be offered for sy soul, 
eaving the application thereof to the 
cheice of the blessed Virgin.” 


This iast offering made and his soul 
ready for its departure for heaven, 
Father Aboulin paused for a moment to 
comply with a legal recuirement: 


"I appoint as sy executor my Local 
Superior at the time of my death, who 
is hereby empowered to request the 
assistance of any confrere he chooses.” 


JedeMe Aboulin, 6.5.5. 


VINCENT JOSEPH MURPHY 
1877-1933 


The story of Feather "Vinnie" Murphy's 
priestiy life divices into two nearly 
equal parts, the one replete with energy 
ana grow accomplishments, the other 
and alightly longer half filled with 

tient suffering and finally crowned 
io the total imaolation of all that the 
world orizes. Daring the first years of 
his orlesthood he proved himself compet- 
ent to fill a variety of posts and his 
exercise of the sacred vei | promised 
greet things for the future. ile was a 

= preacher with a beautiful qusical 
voice. 
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In 1915 scruples began to harass Father 
Murphy, intermittently at first and 
then grew more intense until he was in 
constant dread of iosing his soul. Ones, 
when he was in a hospital for treatment 
Father Michael Pickett visited hin 
bringing him news of the Comounity and 
trying to cheer him up and bring 
out of his depression. “All your con- 
freres are doing good work and they are 
saving their souls", he assured Father 
Murphy. "They are not", replied the 
tient extending his despair to include 
confreres. 


Father Murphy was an extraordinary 
priest. Attractive in appearance, 
Winning in disposition and refined in 
manners, he could meet and iapress 
people. He was always well liked. Many 
who knew him well felt that he never 
actually experienced a nervous break- 
ae that he was a victim of severe 

Sp tual trials. 


Vincent Joseph Murphy was born in St. 
Basil's Parish, toronto, on July 10, 
1877, the son of Joseph Murphy and 
Frances McNaughton. He did not tarry 
long in St. Basil's Separate School and 
by September of 1856 had enrolled at St. 
Michsel's Collese School. He was gen~ 
erally the youngest boy in his class, a 
fact that kept him from leading his 
class, but he managed to make a good 
showing in his studies, excelling in 
languages for which he had a real gift. 
Although not physically strong he tock 
part in all sports and usually ranked 
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among the leaders on the athletic field. 


He was a holy and a pious — but — 
piety was not the ostentatious type. Hoe 

one was surprised when he apsliec for 
admiesion to the Noyitiate. He was pro- 
fessed at the Toronto Novitiate on Jan~ 
uary 6, 1899. Dutiful, even beyond the 
most, exacting demarmis nade upon him, he 
was a model relisious from the day he 
entered. when he was ordained on Decem- 
ber 21, 1903, the Congregation gained a 
fervent and gealous priest. 


At Ste Michael's Collece he was an cute 
Standing Latin teacher whose pupils did 
well in their studies. He was a hard 
worker, able and willing to take on a 
multitude of small duties about the 
school that someone had to do. He 
coached his share of teams and they won 
more than their share of games. Into 
the simplest duty he put all kinds of 
effort and in return he cot results. 


In 1907 Father Murphy was transferred 
to Assumption “ollege, Windsor, where 
his willingness to assume extra duties 
led to his apoointaent as Director of 
the Sodality of the blessed Virgin Mary 
and as Secretary of the Alumni Associ- 
ation. His capable and successful 
handling of the work assigned to him in 
these posts brought him higher respone 
sibilities as Vice-President and Trease 
urer. Again he proved himself efficient 
and mature. He was now on the threshold 
of what his confreres expected would be 
the most fruitful years of his life. 
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The burdens of office proved too heavy 

and in 1915 he suffered a nervous break 
down. This was not completely unexpected 
because his intimates knew that he worried, 
on and off, about his health although he 
Was never the type to run after medicines. 
From 1915 to 1920 Pather oe was 
attached to St. Basil's Seholasticate, 
spending lonz sonths on sick leave. 


Rest and treatment broucht about a meas- 
ure of return to his old self. In 1920 
he was named Treasurer of St. Michael's 
College and in 1922 he was slected 
Treasurer General. That same year he 
Was appointed pastor of Holy “os 
“hurch, toronto. Two years later it was 
apparent that his nervous affliction was 
returning and he was withdrawn from 
parish work. Once more rest and treate 
gent brought about a marked improvement 
ao a, S00 he was re-elected freasurer 
@ e 


Late in 1929 the tragic death of Father 
Francis Forster had an upsetting and a 

t effect on Father Murphy. They 
os been life longs friends and enco ge 
ment given by Father Forster had play 
a large part in pulling him through 
previous crises. After treatment at 
the Ontario Hospital, “hitby, it was 
found advisable to send Father Murphy 
to La Ketraite Stelenoit, Montreal. He 
died there on March 28, 1933. His body 
was brought back to Toronto and he was 
buried from the church of his baptism 
and ordination, St. Basil's, to t 
Hope Cemetery. 
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Pather Vincent Murphy had three hobbies: 
swimaing, fis and carpentry. For 
the first a bathing suit sufficed, but 
for fishing and carpentry he was cone 
Stantly addine to his ecuipment. He 
ust could net resist something new. 

en as a Treasurer he was always 
out new systems of bookkeeping. Another 
thing he could not resist was a bargain 
even when it seant buying food by the 
earload, a cedure that saved 
but which also forced a monotonous diet 
on the House until it was consused. 


GERALD FITZGERALD GEORGE 
1905-1933 


Mr. George had a most unlikely backe 

und for a vocation to the oriesthood 

a religious commmity. Born of 
parents who professed no religion, his 
attitude in early life was quite anti- 
Gatholic. Later on, after his conver- 
sion to the Church, his thoughts turned 
towards founding a family and he married. 


Gerald Fitegerald George was born at 
East Lake, Michigan, on July 24, 1905 
the son of John A. heorge and eltgabeth 
Stapleton. When he was nine years old 
his parents moved to Detroit where in 
the course of time he formed a warm 
friendship with some Catholic boys. His 
admiration of their deeply Christian 
lives led to his reception into the 
Church and he was baptised in St. Late 
rence Church, detroit, on November 14, 
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1925. A littie while ister he married 
a Catholic girl. She died in giving 
birth to her first baby. 


Like many converts, Mr. George had ex- 
perienced an attraction for the prieste 
hood. Now he took the death of his wife 
and the wiliingness of her parents to 
adept his young dauchter as a sign that 
God had freed hin from family respon- 
sibilities to clear the parta to the 
priesthood for him. At the age of 
twenty-five he went to Sacred Heart 
Seminary, Detroit, to see about 

a priest. There a new obstacle con- 
fronted him, his lack of Latin. He 
was advised that hs would have to make 
up this deficiency before he could be 
admitted. Therefore he spent the year 
4930-1931 living at Assumption College 
and working = day at his job in the 
Treasurer's Office, City of Dearborn, 
Michigan, and eueyans tin at nicht 
with Father Yincent Guinan. 


fie entered the Toronto Hovitiate on 
September 2, 1931, and there another 
obstacle awaited + Testimonial 
Letters from the Diocese of Grand Rapids 
were delayed and he did not receive the 
religious habit until October 22, 1931. 
fall, thin and ascetic looking, his life 
in the Novitiate was everything that 
his face implied. 


After first profession on October 23, 
1932, Mr. George was appointed to Assump- 
tion College where he demonstrated a 
mildemannered and serious student could 
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be an energetic and efficient assistant 
in the college bockstore. Jovial and 
witty among his econfreres he was a mare 
vellous community man. Towards the end 
of the academic year a final and this 
time completely unsurmontable obstacle 
rose up in his path to the priesthood. 
He contracted pneumonia and died on 

May 1, 1933, s model in death as he had 
ao throughout his short relicious 

Ge 


JOSEPH SYLVESTER NICHOLSON 
1892—-1.933 


Joseph Sylvester Nicholson was born at 
Kinkora, Ontario, on March 19, 1892, 
the son of John Nicholson and Mary 
Prendible. At home he went by his 
second name, Sylvester, but at school 
and later in the Congreration he was 
simply called “Nick”. He came to St. 
Michsel'’s Colleze, ‘oronto, in 1909 
where he studied Latin, French, English 
and Mathematics for five years in the 
old classical sourse rather than as a 
student in the newly introduced Arts 
classes. 


In 1914 he was invited to join the staff 
of St. Thomas emer ae Chatham, New 
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of i915 he applied for admission to the 
Novitiate and received the religious 
habit on August i3th at the Toronto 
Hovitiatee After profession he continued 
his philosophical studies in +oronto, 
then began the study of Sheology at 
Assumption “ollege, “indsor, where St. 
Basil's Scholasticate was temporarily 
Located. He made the last two years of 
his course in theology at the Catholic 
University of Anerica, #ashington, 

where he also obtained a Master’s cerree. 
He was ordained priest in London, One 
tario, on Februarv 19, 1921. 


After ordination he returned to St. 
homas College, Chatham, in the dual 
role of teacher and treasurer. He was 
in the tradition of sout and joviai 
treasurers, but his geniality in no 
way affected his sense of duty. In- 
fractions of discipline that came within 
his jurisdiction, e.g. in the refectory, 
met with the quick and summary she 
ment that only a man six feet tall and 
weishing 225 pounds could administer. 


Father Nicholson had been raised among 
peopie who were used to getting along 
without things anda he carried a good 
deal of this philosophy of life over 
into his administration of temporalities. 


From the beginning he was considered a 
successful treasurer and in 1923 he was 
named to this post at Assumption College 
which was then in the midst of an ¢ 
sion progrem under Father Laniel Vilion. 
In 1929 Father Nicholson was transferred 
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to Gatholic Central High School, Detroit, 
as treasurer. Here, for the first time 
since his ordination he had time to 

Spend with students after school. Freed 
from the problems of a boarding school 
he was a much happier man. In his teach- 
ing and in his administrative duties he 
Was good at handling boys. After school 
he displayed a keen interest in their 
SDOruse 


He was a strong man and it. was his 
strencth that brourht about his early 
Gaeath. One day at Catholic Central he 
and Father Daniel “iillon overestimated 
their strength and undertook to bring « 
piano downstairs. One of his heart 
muscles wae strained in the effort and 
soon big, cheerful "Nick" was an invalid. 


In sickness he remained what he had 
always been, a cheerful religious, under- 
standing with his confreres and now more 
then ever the confidant of their saccrets 
anc trovbles. For close to two years 
he alternated between spaeme of pain 
that threatened imminent desth and weeks 
ef encouraging improvement. During the 
weeks that he was confined te his room, 
he was visited by a constant procetsion 
of boys who hed come to love him for 
his interest in their activities both 

in and out of school. By the summer of 
2932 it was clear thet he could no 
lenger be treasurer ond he was relieved 
of an office he never enjoyec. Death 
finally claimed him on May 9, 1933, 
while he was on a visit to his sister 
in Detroit. 


ALFRED JOSEPH cor? 
1855——1.933 


‘he memory of Father G6té is woven into 
the history of Assumption, Collese and 
Parish. here he studied, taucht, ain- 
istered and died. Three years at St. 
dehn the Baptist Church, Amherst vurc, 
as pastor from i192) to 1927 and a short 
Stay ab St. anne's Vhurch, Yetroit, 
were the oniy oreaks in his lone 
association with Assumption. 


Aifred Joseon G6été was born at ‘iver 
Canard, Ontario, on duiy 27, 1255. His 
mative parish was scarcely more than 
tweive miles from Assumption, therefore 
wnen the sixteen yesr old boy showed — 
Signs of a vocation to the orierthoad 
his paster directed him to the Collerce. 
He came in 1871, the second veer of 
Yather Dennis o*Genner's adninistrstion. 
Vive years iater, in 1676, he entered 
the Grand Seminary, Montreal. ‘here he 
Was toid that his vocation was to a 
reiigious comaunity rather than to the 
aiocesan priesthood and he withdrew from 
the Semi. te enter Ste Basil's Nevit~- 
iste, then ated at Assumption ae 
He made his final vows on April 17, 1861, 
and was ordained priest on June 16th of 
the same year. 


the first twenty years, or therezbouta, 
of Pather C8été's priesthood were spent 

at Assumotion vollece where he tauycht 
inird Letin, directed the Glee Vlub, and 
looked after the singing in the College 
Chapel. Un Sunday evening he conducted 
a general singing class in the Study Hall 


te 


Alfred Joseph Cété 35 


from five until six. A violin accot- 
panied the practice as he taught the 
boys the hymns they would be called 
upen te sing in the chapel. Yolume, 
rather then cuslity, was achieved in 
these Surndoy classes but as the year 
wore on their fruit was noticeabie. 
“he singing in the chapel improved and 
at the clese of the veer a weii trained 
chorus of fifty or sixty voices would 
take part in the annual commencement 
PYOLLAMte 


Needless to say Father Cété had cherge 
of the Glee Club and uncer his direction 
it was a popular activity. No enter- — 
tainment at Assumption Yollece was com- 
plete without ite assistance and some- 
times it would sponsor an entire evening. 


Father Gété*s happiest time of year was 
Holy Week with the service of Terebree 
and eli the other opportunities for 

sir « Pours of preparation went into 
t r boys for the singins of the 
Lamentations. He retained both his 
love for music and his ability to sing 
well down to his last days. At the 
time ef his Golden Jubilee it was ree 
marked that while hie voice hed lost 
some of the fullness and resonance of 
youth, it was still sweet and highly 
nleasant to listen to. 


Pather C6té was an able teacher but the 
students at Assumption kew him best 

for his activities outside the ciassroom. 
He made gocd use of his hands at handball 
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and at baseball. All the boys felt 
that he was capable of playing major 
league baseball. Although he was six 
foot tall and well built he did not 
eare for football and since the only 
other form of exercise available was 
walking, walk he did. At every oppor- 
tunity he walked up and down the campus 
accompanied by a group of lauching and 
Singing boys. 


About. 1907 Father C6té was named pastor 
of Assumption Parish. He had the native 
ability and shrewdness thet made him a 
rudent administrator. Perfectly bi- 
» he hendled French and English — 
with equal facility. 


A good sense of humor and a hearty 
laugh got Father C6té out of many em- 
barrassing situations. He got into 
these because he suffered from as many 
lapses of memory as the traditional 
absent-minded professor. when Father 
louis bondy's grandmother was dying, 
he visited — ppl pean Ma doing 
ev that a priest 
om ny A her death he took per- 
sonal charge of the funeral arrangements. 
When the funeral procession arrived at 
the cemetery there was a minor delay, 
the gates were not open. When it reached 
the family plot, there was no sign of a 
gravee Father C6té had forgotten to 
arrange for its digging. 


These mental lapses sometimes imperilied 
his life. He bought one of the first 
cars in Windsor for use in visiting his 
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parishioners. One day he fsiled to see 
a turn in the road and went into the 
ditch where the car rolled over on tep 
of him. When he was extricated, he 
joked with his rescuers saying that he 
could not have borne the weicht of the 
car much ionger. 


Father C6té was always called "Charlie" 

his intimates within the -vonrregcation. 
F recognized his ability by electing 
him to the Provincial Vouncil from 1912- 
1922. AS a Gouncillor he was constitu- 
tionally unable to keep a secrete. He 
Gid not knowingly reveal council business 
and his conferes showed their respect _ 
for his office ee asking him dir- 
ect cuestions. tead a group would 
Start talking about council business 
within his hearing and they would watch 
for his reactions. Their method was to 
begin with the most unlikely and this 
would draw from him a non-committal 
laugh. That meant nothing had been done 
about this item. Next they would go on 
to the possible but not probable. Once 
again his reaction would reveal whether 
they were correct or not in their 
assumptions. ‘he big moment came last 
when the leader of the group would turn 
to the most likely. He would put it in 
the form of an assertion. Almost in- 
variably this would prove too much for 
Father C6té and without thinking he 
would blurt out: “Somebody has been 
leaking again." 


Among his confreres Father C6été loved 
a game of billiards. #ith them, and 


‘ 
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with his parishioners, he alse loved 
to play euchre. Inside end outside the 
comaunity he cared little for the ordin- 
me secial conventions. He was above 

a very humble man. 


When his term as rector and pastor at 
St. John the Baptist Church, Amherste 
burg, ended in 1927 Father bare returned 
to Assumption vollege and there amid 

the scenes of his early labors gave 
himself to prayer and meditation. He 
seldom went out, and then only for a 
short walk. He grew old eracefully. 
His was a slow decline without 

change in his buoyand disposition. 


He suffered from diabetes and was among 
the first patients to be treated with 
insulin at the Toronto General Hospital 
at the time of its yretecighe st He was 
not called upon to fight a iingering 
illness and for this reason put off 
Suggestions that he be anointed with 
the declaration that he was not roing 
to die just then. On the day of his 
death, April 9, 1933, Father Michael 
Pickett tole him: "We should let you 
die without the sacraments because you 
have put off receiving them so many 
times." This time Father C6té agreed 
that he was not going to live, received 
the last sacraments and as he would 
have wished died a few hours later. 


MICHAEL PATRICK CHRISTIAN 
1859-1934 


Pew priests have worked as long and as 
effectively in the formation of youth- 
ful Basilians during their novitiate 
training as Father Christian. He had 
a atern anc demanding exterior that 
demanded the best from the novices and 
behind it a kind and generous heart 
that supsorted the weet He taught 
self-denial with the quotation: "Ne 
rien demandez, ne rien refuses". He 
taught Silence with the words of 
Beclesiastes: "Tempus tacendi, tempus 
loquendi". when youthful excit 


needed 

Master of Novices, Father ——— had 
urged them "Take things as there are", 
giving a literal transiation to a 
Prench proverb. 


When he was treasurer at the Toronto 
Novitiate, Father Christian would some- 
times set a sparse table and then scold 
those who noticed it. At other times 
he would provide a plentiful feest and 
then tell the novices that they ate too 
much. All the time, however, he wanted 
to me them with e008 appetites and he 
did his best to satisfy them. 


The big event of the novitiate year 
when he was on the f was the visit 
to Niagara Falls. $ annual treat 
was made possible by one of his bene- 
factors. it began with getting the 
house work done early in order to catch 
the nine o'clock boat from Toronto to 
Lewiston. From there came a ride up 
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the Gorge route electric rail to 
Niagara Falis, New York. Shortly after 
their arrival the novices sat down to 
the best. dinner a favorite hotel of 
Father Christian's could offer. When 
it was over he gave the novices money 
te buy their supser and instructions 

to catch the early evening boat back 
te Toronto. The afternoon was free and 
4% was observed that he kept out of the 
Way, possibly lest he see a novice 

Si0 . 


Michael Patrick Christian was born at 
Stalybridge, England, viocese of Shrews- 
bury, on November 12, 1859, the son of 
Patrick Christian and Eligabeth Gorman. 
At an early age he came to Binghasipton 
New York, and so clesely did he identify 
himself with the United States in general 
and with Binghampton in particuler that 
most of his confreres thought that he 

had been born theres 


Father Christian was only a few weeks 
short. of his twenty-first birthdey when 
he came to St. Michael's College, ‘or- 
onto, in 1660. At the College he proved 
himself to be a student of considerable 
ability, a hard worker and most exemplary 
in his vior. One wit observed that 
"He was certainly a good Christian.” 

fie was one of the "Four C's", four boys 
whose names began with the letter "6" 

and who alw took the first four places, 
though not always in the same order. 


He completed the course in Philosophy 
at St. Michael's College and then en- 
tered the Novitiate at Beaconfield, 
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England, on Ccteber 20, 1886. He pro- 
fited from the presence of French priests 
on the staff and of French novices to 
acquire a fluency in French. After — 
fession he returned to America for t 
Study of theology. Part of his, course 
Was made at St. “nne’s Church, fetroit, 
while he was lecking after the Garish 
schools. fie was ordained there on 
August 30, 1890. 


His priestly life began with two years 
at St. Anne's where he put to cocd use 
the knowledge of French he had acquired 
during his novitiate year. In 1892 he 
Was appointed first Master of Novices 
at the newly opened Toronto Novitiate. — 
he following year saw him back at Ste 
Anne's, betroit. His whole life fol- 
lowed this pattern, St. Anne's to the 
Hovitiate; then the Novitiate to St. 
Anne's. The only exceptions were two 
pointements to St. John the Baptist 
h, Amherstburg, 1907-1909 and 1915- 

31917. ‘he even distribution of his 

life was continued in death. He who had 
begun his weg y 4 life at St. Anne's, 
Detroit, closed it at the Novitiate in 
“orontoe on December 4, 1934. 


Father Christian was slightly below 
medium height end he definitely was not 
the burly, athletic type. His only 
heeman trait was a love for cigars. In 
other things he locked for the gentler 
Side of life. Quiet and unobtrusive 
service won him loyal friends in Detroit 
and Toronto. He was giad to have them 
because their benefactions enabled him 
to buy little things that the ordinary 
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resources of the Novitiate Kouse would 
not permit. 


At the Kovitiate, Father Christian, 
"Mickey" to his novices, was Master for 
two periods, 1892-1893 and 1910-1916. 
However, the complete responsibility 
for the novices was also his for long 
periods of time during the illnesses 
of Fathers Uichclas ‘oche and -homas 
Na He was also an assistant at 
Hely Rosary Parish and during the ili- 
ness or absence of the pastor would be 
alone in the administration of the 
porish. 


In the Novitiate Father Christian usually 
taught Plain Chant ond the Psalms classes. 
He wore a little cxupe cover his shoulders 
which he would ceremoniously throw back 
before menls and et the beginning of his 
classes. At other times he seemed to 
cuddle up beneath ite In the Plain 

Chent class Father Christian was patient 
with the most hopeless singer. His 
Gevotion to the Blessed Virgin ied him 

to spend much time on the 6 ng of her 
Litany at the Benediction on Saturdayse 
His Psalms classes consisted of trans- 
lating a few psalms, memorizing a few 
chapters of the Imitation of vVhrist and 
shert readings from other ascetical books. 
“hey served principally as a medium for 
his instructions on what made a good 
religious and a good vriest. 
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NSIL JEROME MchULTY 
1862-1934, 


Father hehulty Was @ part of the daily 
life of St. Mary's of the Assunption 
Parish, Owen “ound, for a quarter of a 
century, 1920~293kse During these years 
he attended all the Mission “hurches at 
one tise or another. The irish Block 
Meaford and Thornbury were his special 
charge during the last fitteen yeers of 
his <ife. He knew practically every 
Man, woman and child in the parish. 


Weil Jerome MeHulty was born at Asbhodel, 
Ontario, a small villace near Horwooe, 
on Uctober iy 1862, the son of Neil 
Melulty and Mary OT Leary He was born 
into a large family, eight boys and 
three giris. After attending school 
locaily he went to the Model School at 
Newmarket to qualify as an Elementary 
School teacher. lor three years he 
taupe school at Vouro where he was paid 
$255 per year, then he moved to Peter 
—— and went inco the grocery buse 
Be 


Duriaz these years he had hear of 
vocations to the priesthood on his 
mother’s side and now he began to wonder 
if he too mould be a priest. A young 
dest offered to give him some near ag 
essoas in Latin. Grocer ay rg es 
out of business and came to St. chael’s 
cp, oe ‘oronts, in September of 1892 
te vocation. Next year hs 
accepted an invitation to go to the 
College of Mary Immaculate, Beaconfidd, 
England, in the dual role of student and 
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— teacher. Two years later he was 
ck in Canada, to enter the Toronte 
Hoviticte. He recievet the religious 
habit on September 9, 1895. With his 
in the Fovitiate was one cf his future 
ome at Ower Sound, Fether Thowas 


In the Novitiate Feather McNulty was 
called “Major", a nickname that reflected 
his erect and military besring and which 
stayed with him. After profession he 
studied Philosephy at St. Michael's Cole 
lere and *heolory at Assueption Yollege 
e@ was ordained in St. Basil's Church 
orento, on January 6, 1902. After his 
First Mess in Norwood he cbtsined six | 
monthe leave te look after his n=tive 
parish while the pastor went on a trip 
to Treliand. 


His first teeching appointment took him 
to St. Thomas Collere, Houston, for treo 
years. in 190) he was transferred to 
Assumption Vollere. English was his 
special subject, but, as was the prace 
tice in those days, he taurht a variety 
of subjects. After five yeors at Assuwmpe- 
tion Collere, Father McNulty received 
his first appointment te a Basilian 
Parish, St. John the Baptist, Amherst- 
burg. In 1910 he moved to St. Mary's, 
Owen Sound. 


He came to Owen Yvound just in time to 
get enough experience of the early modes 
of transportation to aporeciate t 
reminiscences of oldtimers. In his first 
years there, if the snow was heavy, he 
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took the stagecoach to Meaford rather 

than risk driving. On such occasions 

he took alone a patented footwarmar 

which consisted of an insulated box filled 
with live coals. 


Attending a Mission “hurch for him meant 
going on “aturday, saying Mass on Sunday 
morning, teachins catechism on Sunda 
afternoon, then closing the dey with 
rosary, sermon and Penediction of the 
Blessed Sacrement in the eveninc. He 
Said Mass agein on Monday morning after 
which he returned to Gwen Sound either 
Laterin the mornins or early in the 
afternoon. On these three days he 
visited homes in the district, especially 
those where someone was sick. 


Father MeNalty'’s preparations far a 
weekend on the Missions constituted 
quite a ceresony. Into one bag went 
the requisites for his priestiy min- 
istry and such permnal articles as he 
micht need. Afterwards he sacked a 
second bag, out what went into it was 
always a mystery to ais confreres and 
he never umiertook to enlighten them. 
However, it was noticed that he was 
seldom caught anprepared for a chance 
of weather or for an emerrency. 


When his preparations were complete, he 
would cet into the car, or in earlier 


days into the busy» ut a charactere 
istic hunch into his broad shoulders and 
drive off. He handled a horse very well 
but with a car he was not at his best. 


It was a car accident thet broucht his 
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active days to an end. He was driving 

to St. Mary*s Cemetery at the heed of 

a funeral procession. Suddenly the 

front wheels caught in a deep rut and 

the esr slid towards the outer edee of 

the road where it was saved from a thirty 

foot plunge down a steep bank by lodging 
ainst a tree. He hune there for several 

tes faced with possible death if the 

tree gave way or the car caught fire. 

So great was the shock to his seventy 

year nervous system that he never drove 

again, save in case of an emergency when 

no other driver could be found. From 

this time on his ohysical health began 

to decline and in the late sumer o 

1934 he was brought to the Infirmary of 

St. Michael's Collese. He died there 

on December 7, 1934. 


In his youth Father McNulty was a fine 
athlete. He retained an interest in 
sports all his life. As a teacher he 
was active in coaching school teams. 
At Owen Sound tennis was his favorite 
pastetime. He stood about 5' 11” and 
weighed about 150 pounds. 


Father Mcilulty was a very companionable 
confrere, always unhurried and yet very 
methodical in all his unmdiertakings. He 
allowed himself one personal indulgence 
in the form of an evening smoke. He had 
a wonderful sense of humor. One day a 

@ assistant noticed that the house- 

er always gave Father Nicholas lioche 
white shelled eggs and brown enes to 
Father Melulty and himself. He asked 
Father Melulty, "Why?" Father McNulty 
had a ready explanation, “Sign cf purity." 
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As a priest Father McNulty had the gift 
of inspiring confidence when minieter- 
ing to the sick and the dying. Asa 
preacher his homilies contained good, 
even 2t tines strong, advice that was 
always suited to the needs of his con- 
gregation. As an assistant he was con- 
tent to leave the administration of the 
parish to others whiie he went on the 
arduous and not alwavs pleasant work of 
the Missions. He made the iess fortun- 
ate the special objects of his priestly 
labors. 


Father Meliulty was 5 priest of great 
faith. He was, consequently, a man of 
prayer. le made 2 daiiy Hoiy Hour and 
was usuaily in the *hurch for another 
hour saying the rosary, mak short 
visits and reciting part of his Office. 
Once he confided to Father Charles 
Collins: * ago I decided that a man 
had to sanctify himself and that prayer 
was the great means within the reach of 
all to attain perfection." 


JAMES LEO RUTH 
1911-1934, 


"He lived with God", was the heading 
placed over the yong notice for 
this scholastic in the 1935 Yearbook 

of St. Michael's College. Ail that the 
words imply wes true in his life. His 
love of prayer was indeed extraordinary. 
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James Leo Auth was born on a farm near 
Hepworth, Ontario, on March iz, 1911, 
the son of Leo ttuth and Mary Maloney. 
When he was three years old an illness 
caused by a critical throat infection 
left him with an impediment in his 
speech which made him sensitive, shy 
and reticent. At the end of second 
egal high school he went to work on his 
ather's farm. 


St. Mary's Yhurch, Hepworth, was being 

looked after by priests of the Viocese 

of Hamilton at this time. The pastor, 

Rev. John McCall, was impressed by the 

piety and «bility of this young man who 
served his Mass. He persuaded Mr. Ruth 
to return to school in 1926 and to come 
plete his junior matriculstion. 


An older brother, John Peter, had entered 
the Novitiate in 1925 and was then a 
scholastic at St. Bad l's Seminary. "Jim" 
as he was universally called, came to 
oronte and enrolled in the fionor Mat- 
Ficulation class at St. Michael's ae 
Sehool. By this time, September of 1930, 
the defect in his speech was hardly 
noticeable. He was older than most of 
his class, tall and thin. His red 
thatched head characteristically bent 

to one side, became a familiar Sight in 
the College Chapel and in St. Basil's 

che Second class bonors were the 

reward of his studies and admission to 
the Novitiate the answer to bis prayers. 


His religious life began with a disape 
pointment. “hrough some delay he was 
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not able to recsive the religious habit 
with hie class and his profession was a 
day later than theirs, August 16, 1932. 
Of his life in the HNovitiate it is enough 
to say that he was the saint of the year. 
iis Master of Novices, Father E.J. Mee 
Corkell, was wont to recall a mixed meta- 
oer froma a mystic that "Jim” gave to 

& fellow novices: “Remember you cannot 
remain where you are. You must either 
advance in perfection or you shall slide 
down the icy plank of sloth into hell.” 


After first vows Mr. Ruth was appointed 
to St. Michael's Collece where he regr- 
istered in the Honor Philosophy Yourse. 
Not all his time was civen to study. 

He worked in the library of the Institute 
of Mediaeval Studies. He was a prefect 
in the old Elmsley House and later in 
House Noe 49 where now stands the audi- 
torium of Garr Hall. His rs 
nature brought him a full share o 
eceasional jobs. When Arts examinations 
were over he was promptly sent to Annesi 
Jersey Farm, then owned by St. Michael's 
College, where the experience gained on 
his father's fara made him a valued 
worker. These summer months were a 
eross for him because the long hours of 
fara work cut deeply into the time he 
Was accustemed to spend before the 
Blessed Sacrament. 


play 
Ste Michael's College he was unskilled 
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in athietics but he made it a point to 
take part in various games and to ace 
Guire some degres of proficiency in 
them 30 a8 to be able to hold up his 
part in team play. 


Although he wos by nature shy and re- 
tiring in ates oe he was by no 
means weak-wilied. Students in Elasley 
House and in House No. 49 found that he 
required obedience to the Students’ 
Rule from them just a3 much as he was 
exact) in keeping his own Sule. 


Kr. Ruth was not a natural saint. OGbe 
serving the Mule did not always come 
@asy to him. He lived in a period when 
.the Rule for Scholastics at st. Miche 
aeli's “ollese was being made stricter 
and he felt the changes a8 much as any 
of his companions. when he thought it 
reasonable he asked for permissions 

and exceptions and if they were not 
forthcoming he did not complain. 


When “Jim” entered the Novitiate he 
made a complete and total dedication 
of himself to God. He renewed this 
offering each year at the time of his 
annual retreate After his last ree 
treat, August 1934, he wrote to his 
priest brother: "Again our annual re- 
treat has retrea into the past — 
but its effects will live on, we hope, 
into the future. We had ideal weather 
during the retreat and were given every 
epportuns©y to make it the test of our 
lives. The conferences were given by 
Father Tighe, who was not only instruc- 
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tive, but very inspiring and admonishing. 
He is a great man for using illustr~- 
ations and telling littie stories in 
his talks, which were so interesting 
that t made everyone laugh but hia- 
self. Above all his conferences were 
ractical and you didn't have to think 
before you could apply them te 

your own case. I tried to make it the 
best retrest of my life and I hope ay 
life will always reflect sy thoughts 
and prayers during those days.” 


A few months later he put up with a 
pain in his side rather than compiain 
about ite ‘then he dic make it known, | 
it was too diate. His apsendix had rup- 
tured. On his death bed in St. Joreph’s 
Hospital, soronto, he asked to have read 
to him passages from the Imitation of 
Christ that he had learned te treasure 
in the Novitiate. On the sorning of 
December 15, 1934, he breathed his last. 


EMIL Jd. PLOURDE 
1879-1934 


Pather Plourde was a priest who lived 
up to the promise of his ordinstion 
day. He was both an ascetic and a 
merscoene ag tent eggs gp at 2 kee 
of humor, the buoyancy yout a 
rippling laugh that added to the pleas- 
ure of any gathering he attended. 


a. 


Emil J. Plourde 52 


Emil J. Plouwrde was bern in Detroit on 


he lived in River Rouge, he attended St. 
Anne's School. He grew up a lively, 
goodenatured youngster whose light col- 
ored hair made him literally as well as 
ficuratively the white-haired boy of 

the priests on the parish staff. 


In 1895 he enrolled at Assumption Col- 
le e, Windsor. Here someone czlled him 
"Sie and the nickname stayed with him 
for the rest of his life. Even in the 
Hovitiate, Father Ahoulin, Master of 
Novices, would cail hin ashe" when he 
wanted something done at once, Mr. 
Plourde at other times. 


Gellege life was a perpetual picnic for 
"Jie" PLourde who could not be serious 
for any length of time. Small, somewhat 
under medium hei¢ht, he bounced all. over 
the campus like a rubber ball, adding 
acess = life to — uiiiies “ss 
every game ve excell 

ball and as a piteher in baseball. 
Behind his youthful exuberance there was 
a substantial cheracter. He attended 
to his school work, though it cannot be 
said that he devoted any extra tine to 
it. Prayer did claim a fair share ef 
his time. 


Gn September 29, 1899, Father Plourde 
was received as a novice at the Toronto 
Novitiate. He was the only novice from 
Oh Ren genes May, 1900, when Father 
Rf. Burke, a priest who had turned 
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forty, entered. After profession he 
continued his stuwlies in Toronts, take 

a commerical course with a view to teache 
ing these subjects. He was ordained with 
Father Thomas Moylan in St. Basil's 
Church, toronto, on Ausust 5, 1906. 


Teaching the commerienl ciass and supere 
Vising athletics mide up his work during 
the first years of his oriestly life. As 
a teacher he was moved, one micht say, 
all over America from louston and Waco 
in Texas to Chatham, Sew Srunswici. 
Later he was enployed in c2ricsh work at 
Assumption Parich, “indsor; St. Anne's 
Parish, Detroit; and as confessor at 

the Teronte Novitiate. Never once was 
he heard to question the wisdom of his 
waried appointments. It was the sane 
with regards to eaplyment. Ye gladly 
did whatever work was atsigned to him. 


After three yesrs as confessor at the 
Toronto Novitiate, Father Plourde was 
moved back to St. Anne's Church, Detroit. 
Earlier that year, 1934, he had under- 
fone a serious operation for a stomach 
ulcer. At St. Anne's he seemed to be 
recuperating from it when he suddenly 
collapsed while on a visit to Assumetion 
Gollege. He had suffered a heart seiz- 
ure, so Serious that he could not be 
moved to Detroit and he died at Assumpe 
tion on December 20, 193i. 


Pather Plourde was a man of tremendous 
a always occupied with something. 
His Eabiies were fishing and carpentry 
work. lie did not have the type of per- 


Emil J. Plourde D4 


Sonality usually associated with the 
serious stuient, but he did manage to 
go some serious reading which was 
noticed by those who knew him well. 


He was always every inch a man, and a 
fan's mane in the tings that win the 
admiration of boys and wen he was 
blessed with a skill and accomplishaests 
that would have given many every reason 
for pride. There was never any sense 
of superiority in Father Plourde. He 
always locked up to and respected 
others without ever losiag any of his 
own dignity. 


The gift of winning the confidence of 
those in trouble was his to an eminent 
dagree. “ouls in need of spiritual 
assistance sought him out in preference 
to other priests. They opened their 
nearts to hia without reserve and he 
—s to know how to bring comfort and 
Bie 


Being a faithful and humble religious 
did not come naturally to Father Plourde. 
He had te work for it. Once when he and 
Father Austin O'Brien were together «et 
St. Anne’s Church, Detroit, Father 
O'Srien was much cut out when he was ree 
fused what he considered a very ordinary 
permission. He stormed up to Father 
Plourde's room. Father @ ealmed 
him down. Two days later Father Plourde 
was likewise refused what he t ‘ht was 
a routine permission. Up he bounded to 
Father O'Brien's room: 
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*Sham’ be you remember that conference 
on obedience thet I gave vou two dare 
aro?" 


"Yes, Jig, Tt Go." 
“Give it back to @e quick.” 


the reliciows life was for Father Plourde 
mach sore than so matter of routine pro- 
cedure. It was for him an affsir of the 
heart, the entire surrender of self to 
God. ith him it was ali or nothing and 
he chore all. The secret foree of his 
whole life is revealed in his dying 
words, whispered to Father Spratt: 

“Jack it prays to te soci." 7 


THOMS JOSKPH HEYDON 
1657=1935 


Feather Hevdon was one of three priests 
who feciced against taking the full Yow 
of Poverty in 1923 and who chose te 
remain with the Conrregnatione He was 
fevorable to the Constitutions as ree 
vised at the 1927 General Chapter but 
when the time esme for a definite ane 
aver he wrote to the Superior Generals 


"Ty heve decided, after considerable time 
goent in thought and preyer that T cane 
not sign up to the taking of this vow 
and therefore cannot enter into the 
oblisations it imposes. I have no 
thought of leaving the Community. I 
have belonged to it for full fifty years 
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ané knve teen formed to certain lines 

of iife and therefore at wy time of 

1ifs could not easily adept myself to 
another. I surrese to remain on, obedi- 
eat to its rules, trying to live in 
peace and good fellowship with all, and 
deing what I ean in its best interests." 
Amherathurg, Juiy 14, 1923. 


One reagon for not taking the revised 
Yow of Poverty was his love of the 

small measure of financial independence 
permitted under the old Yow which allowed 
him to bestow little benefactions. In 
the early years of his priesthood he vas 
Director of the Socclity of the Blessed 
Virgin at Assumption Collece. On the 


banquet thet made the annusl reception 
inte the Sodality a semorable dey in 
the iives of the stuconts. He promoted 
an annual field day on the feast of St. 
Dionysius, the patron of Father Denis 
O'¢ e Aithough he was never an 
athlete himself, he always interested 
hiaself in the students* games, pur= 
chasing needed equipment. Ke even went 
so far as to buy a tent to shelter the 
baseball deyers’ bench from the sun. 


In his later years he used his money to 
build up a fine personal library. Father 
Heydon was a discrimin:ting buyer and 
his collection forsed an unofficial 
supplement to the common library at St. 
Hichael's College. He was never keen 
on lending his books, a0 they wers bor- 
‘rowed by subterfuge. Two confreres 
would drop into his room for a visit. 
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One would talk with him while the other 
would bide his time until he could pick 
up the desired volume unnoticed. 


Thomas Joseph Heydon was born at Kime 
grove, Ontario, on June 17, 1857. ilm- 
grove was a pioneer settiement that 
never reached the dignity of an incor- 
porated village and whieh has since 
disappeared but it formed part of the 
parish of Adjala, that "hoiy land” and 
nursery of priestly vocations. When 
young *homas Heydon grew into a pious 
and intelligent youth his parents sent 
to St. Michael's ‘ollege, -oronto, in 
1875 and prayed that God sisht give him 
a priestly vocation. Their prayers — 
were heard. when their son returned 

to St. Michael's in 1879 it was as a 
student for the Vhurch. He spent only 
a few weeks at St. Michsel's College 
that year, leaving in October to study 
Philosophy at Assumption Yollege, wind- 
sor, where his uncle, Father Michael 

é son, Was teaching. At Assumption 
he worl the cassock, taught some junior 
classes, took his turn on recrestion, 
and studied. 


Father H n completed two years of 
Theology before he sought admission to 
the Novitiate.e He was received at the 
Beaconfield Novitiate, Gngiand, on 
October 14, 1683, and was admitted to 
vows on December 15, 1684. He remained 
at the Collece of Mary Inamaculate, 
Beaconfield, to finish his course in 
theology, then in the summer of 1686 
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he returned to Canada. Bishop Walsh 
ordained him in the chapel of Assumpe 
tion College on October 10, 1686. 


Ordination was followed by a spell of 
sickness and from December 1886 until 
September 1587 he was on sick leave. 
This was the first of many periods of 
iliehealth that progressively lessened 
his capacity for work. his return 
to Assumption in 1257 he was given the 
- Belles Lettres class to teach. In his 
own way he gave his students a lot of 
geod advice and his interest in their 
extra-curricular activities made it 
acceptable. During these early years 
at Assumption “ollece he took up riding 
horses, much to the amusement of his 
eonfreres and of the stuwients who gave 
him the nickname "Buck". 


Father Heydon was Master of Novices in 
1894-1895. Next year he was stationed 
at St. Michael's Collezce. Later on he 
was back at Assumption Collece where 
he was for a time Director of Studies 
and acted as head of the School when 
the Superior was absent. 


His first appointment to parish work 
came in 1899 when he was named assistant 
#5 Ste Mary's Vhurch, Oven Sound. From 
903 until 1910 he was on loan to the 
Diocese of Hamilton serving as pastor 
at St. Martin's Parish, Drayton. Father 
Me¥. Kelly, who also came from Adjala, 
wrote of this appointment in his 
Remarked in Pass : 
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"Some years later another member whose 
parents were old and without means ob- 
tained permission to help them by seek- 
ing a position under some bishop. He 
was immediately given charge of a 
perish and returned to his cosgmunity 
within four or five years a wreck, 
having never been able, he assured his 
intimate friends, to spare even a 
ag for the purpose he had at heart." 
De 


Father Heydon was appointed to 5t. 
Michael's Collece on his return from 
Drayton and he remained there with the 
exception of temporary appointments to 
supply in a parish where a priest was 
sick and of the years 1916 to 1921 when 
he was librarian at Assumption College. 
e@ died in St. Joseph's Hospital, 
oronto, on March 9, 1935-6 


Tall and thin he had a head of hair that 
was the envy of many of his confreres. 
It turned from dark to to white 
but never thine All his life he 
experienced difficulty in shaving and 
for many years he wore a beard. In his 
as he tried to be plain and 
practical. Sometimes he went on the 
“dabitur vobis* anc when he had not pre- 
pared his sermons he occasionally 
blundered. Once when explai the 
parable of the pharisee and publican 

in a vonvent he was quoted as aby 
"Proud fellow, you know. Went right up 
to the front, rattling his beads, you 
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Father H mh was a cheerful religious, 
one who always contributed his full 
share to the pleasures of communit 
iife. le was a priest without es 
He possessed a pithy way of summing up 
his confreres. Father Robert MeSrady 
was an ardent admirer of Onglish states- 
manship. Once after he had made a 
strong defense of Encland's position on 
some question, Yather Heydon remarked: 
"Pather MeBrady would give his right 

to discover that he was the illezit- 
imate son of an Snclish Lord." 


EDWARD JOHN O° NEILL 
1656-1935 


Edward John O'Neill was born at Nanti- 
coke, Ontario, on March 20, 1856. His 
birthplace #a8 a Small villece little 
more than a cressrosds in the diocese 
of Hamilton, not far from Lake Erie. 
From his parents’ farm he came to St. 
Michael's College, Yoronto, in 1874. 
+here, my after year until June 1862, 
he won his full share of the prizes 
offered for outstanding achievement. 
Father Robert McBrady once observed 
that young Edward O'Neill was one of 
the finest Latin students he hed ever 
taught. Nevertheless it was Snglish 
that had a special attraction for hin. 


When he graduated from St. Michael's 
he went to Buffalo to study medicine. 
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A few months later he chanced his mind 
about a medical career and made apolic- 
ation for admission to the Novitiate. 
-” received the relizious with Father 
. s Heydon on October 14, 1883, in 
the first class of novices received at 
the Beaconfield Novitiate, England. 
After first profession he was sent to 
France for the study of Theology at 
Annonay and was ordained priest on 
September 24, 18387. 


at the College of Mary Immaculate. 

While there he served as the Catholic 

Ghaplain of the Plymouth Carrison hold- 
the rank of Major. He was also 

the inglish correspondent for the 


Catholic segister. 


After some years in Lurope, Father 
O'Neill returned to Canada and was 
appointed to St. Michsel's College. 
Later he was moved to Assumption Cole 
lege. ‘The last twenty years of his 
life were spent as an assistant at St. 
Basil's Church, ‘oronto. During his 
years at St. Basil's he was known as 
a model of regularity. He said the 
eight o'clock Mass, visited certain 
homes, and looked after certain hospitals 
at fixed hours on designated days. 
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As a studnet Father O'Neill had shown 
promise as an oretor. As a priest he 
never fulfilled this promise. On one 
eccasion he prepared and carefully 
memorized a special sermon for St. 
Hasil's Chureh. In the pulpit his 

mind went blank half way through it. 
After an embarrassing pause he announced: 
"My dear brethern, I regret that I have 
lost the thread of ay discourse." Ke 
then came down and practically never 
again re-entered that pulpit. 


His schedule was a source of great ine 
terest and even of amusement to his 
eonfreres. After each meosi he smoked 
a cigar. le did not. just light up. A 
special ritual hed to be gone through. 
First he examined the cigar, then he 
clipped the end, next he put it inte a 
1 holder, and finally he would 
strike a match. It was claimed that 
the monent at which he struck the match 
with obvious deliberation varied only a 
few seconds from day to day. His after 
breakfast cigar was smoked walking up 
and down the priests’ corridor, the 
afternoon and evening smokes were taken 
in the Comeunity Room where he enjoyed 
watehins the confreres play billiards. 


This schedule varied with the seasons. 
During the sumeer months he would smoke 
the morning cigar while walking up and 
down in front of the College, if the day 
was not too hot. After dinner he would 
Sit in the shade of an oak tree by the 
Cloverhill Students’® Entrance. After 
supper he would sit with his confreres 
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on the steps of the sain entrance and 
join in the general conversation. He 
always enjoyed hearing a good story. 


In his later years Father O'Neill was 

a favorite confessor for the staff of 
Ste Michael's Cellege, but they had to 
fit their coming into his schedule. 

At nine ofciock in the evening he locked 
his door and it stayed locked until rext 
sorning. During the day he usutlly kept 
it closed and iocked. When he opened it 
to receive a visitor his desk was invar- 
iably clear. Phere was nothing to tell 
what he had been doing previously. 


One day he left his door oven by accident 
and was seen reading a novel. “he priest 
who noticed this knew that Father O'Meill 
had learned earlier in the week that he 
was suffering from an incurable cancer 
and had been given about six months to 
live. He reported this to the Superior, 
then Father Honry Bellisle. Father 
Bellisle refused to get excited and 

told the priest that Father O'Neill 

knew he was going te die and that he 

was preparing for death in his own une 
hurried and deliberate way. His une 
ruffled disposition prolonced his life 
beyond the expectations of the doctors 
ani he did not die until Aucust 23, 1935. 


JACQUES BRHEST MARTIN 
1856-1935 
Pather Jacques Ernest Martin was born 


at Prades, France, on January 7, 1856. 
He pronounced his final vows in the 
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Congregation on June 30, 1678, and was 
ordained priest on September 24, 1681. 
During Sis studies as a scholastic he 
had obtained a Licentiate degres in 
the natural sciences. 


Alseria was the field of Father Martin's 
apestelic efforts until 1903 when an 
antie-cleriesl law dispersed the mexbers 
of the Province of France. When he 
-left the Basilian College at Blidzh, he 
eame to Toronts, Canada, whers his 
nephew, Father Aarséne Martin was teach- 
ing at St. Michsel's Collece. Father | 
daeques Martin was a kindly gentlemen 
with bushy whiskers and the boys affec- 
tionately christened hia “Sunny Jim™. 
At St. Kicheel's he taught French and 

es. Later he went to Assumption 
Coilege, *indsor, where he installed 
the first veience laboratory. 


FPethor Martin retired to Prance about 
1910, to live with hie niece at Saint 
- Serndn a souple of miles from the Bzas- 
‘fitan tollere at Aubenas. Catholic 

hed bought back this Collerce 
after the State had confisested it and 
Pather Jules Ciraud was in charge of 
‘4t. When his Mathematics teacher was 
ee agg during the schocl year of 
1915-1916, he bexzred his retired con- 
frere to help hina cut and Father Mertin 
consented. He continued to live with 


his niece, wolking to the Collece seach 
Gay for bis classes. 
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When Maison SainteJoseph was opened at 
Annenay in 1926 he went there to live — 
out his declining days with the Sou- 
munity. “he commen life cost hia a 
grent desl because he was s buncie ef 
nerves during his later years. He 
éied at Annonay on Gctober 9, 1935. He 
kemt himself active to the end. His 
scientific studies hed included some 
esurces in Sotsaay and durins his last 
years he Spent many hours in the garden 
where he grew plants selely fer the 
purpose of representing a speicies sot 
already found iscsally.e He set up a 
weether station and faithfuliy recorded 
each dey the temperature and the raine 
fall, if any. , 


Pather Jacques Martin was a amall, thin 
man with a swartaoy compiexion. At Aub- 
enas and at Annonay he wore « thin and 
pointed beard. The students were etruck 
by his resemblance to the conventional 
portrsits of the Swiss Aeformer Salvin 
and they guve him that nickname. In his 
teaching he strove for verfection and 
from his students he exacted cletr and 
brief answers. 


Father Siortin normaliy remained silent 
when in the presence of others, but he 
alvays spoke up whenever he hesrd anyone 
eriticised, usually to comment that 
when a men finds himself in a particular 
Situction, he is the one who should know 
best whot ic to be done. He denounced 
in his own cuict wey anyone who talked 


a t desl and said very Little. 
“chatterbox”, he would exclaim. 
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The lifetime of Father Jaccues Martin 
extended over several externel crise? 
thet deesly affected hin peter 6 

the anticlaricsi laws of 1283 and 1903, 
the War of 19124-1916, end the division 
ef the Conrcrercation in 31922. In such 
moments whenever he heard anyone exoress 
anxiety over the future he would custe 
the proverb, “God tempers the wind te 
the shorn lamb.*® 


JOSE°H LSO NORMANDEAU 
19L7~1936 


Mr. Joseph Leo Yormandeau was a novice 
of some efrht months standing when he 
was admitted to crefession a shert time 
before his denth on April 21, 1926. He 
was born in Cobalt, Ontario, on April 
22, 1917, the son of Louis Normandeayu 
ani Alma Poirier. His parents sored to 
Windsor and there he sttended Assumption 
Hich Sehool. 


At Assunption Leo, ke went by his second 
nane, was a ruddy-faced youncster with 

a big boyish smile. He was by this time 
an erphen and living with an older 
brother. Father Michel Pickett got him 
inte Assumption and practically raised 
him. One of his priest friends at 
Ascumotion was Father EeJd. Tighe. ‘Thon 


habit at the Toronte Novitiate on 
August 14, 1935. 
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In 40022 of 1936 Mr. Xorsundanu wes 
taken to St. Joseph's Hosrite2, Teronte, 
for a masteid overstion. This sursery 
@iceloesed an unsusnected sheess of the 
brain whieh bsousht his iffe to « clese 
ene dey short. of his nineteenth birth 
Gay. In secoriance with his wish he 
wee buried in the Besilisn Plet, Meunt 
hepe cesetery, where he lies next to 
Fether Robert Echracy, the oldest priest 
buried there. 


A few words of his Faster of Novices, 
Father Edvard Tiche, written in a letter 
te the then Sucsrier Senercl, Father 
Henry Garr, tell 211 that need be known 
of his fow? months in the Sonucreration:s 
"He Gisd as we woulé expect = nevics 

to die.” 


ROBERT MeBRADY 
1848-1936 


When Father MeBrady died in the 89th year 
of his life, on May 4, 1936, there was 
no one left to remember him as the cart- 
wright's son; no one to reeall his first 
to St. Michael's, or even his 

ordination at Assumption. Born before 
the first Basilian had set foot in Amer- 
ica, before any of our Institutions had 
been founced on this continent, he was 
the last of » generation that had studied 
at Annonay, dwelt in the same House with 
the survivin: Founders, and made their 
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-Novitiste at Feysin. feared in another 

age, he head lived on amongst us, an ex- 

ponent of 2ii that was best in our early 
traditions. 


Father Robert McGrady was born at Audley, . 
a& hamlet on the road from “hitby to 
Broocklin, on yay | 24, 1848, son of 
Daniel Mebrady and Sllen Sroderick, cion- 
eer irish settlers. His father was a 
wagon maker who leter moved into Picker- 
ing where his five chiidren grew up 
amidst the sctivity of a flouwrising 
Villiage. When he was old enough for 
Confirmation he was taken to St. “rezory's 
Ghureh, Oshawa, and received the saerse 
aent. from Bishop Charbonnel. His scheol 
Was the Whitby Graamar School, then pete 
Sided over by Dr. Eastwood, one of the 
celebrated early teschers of the Province. 


Robert Acirady was fifteen when he first 
met a Basilian priest, Father tenis 
O'Conner. The U'Connors and Mebradys 
were friends, so siose that Mr. O'Connor 
hed been his godfather. He had heard 
about Denis going to Torento and then 
to France to become a este How the 
day of his First Mass had come and with 
it a note of sadness. Father O*donnor 


aight cure his lung ailment. His step- 
mother took charge of his health end 
‘the regi@e she prescribed — rest, fresh 
air and home cooking — put hia on the 
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road to recovery. During Father O'Con- 
nor’ s gr Ay bs. December 1863 until 
August 1864, “obert MeBrady became his 
friend and disciple. #hen Father 
O'Connor returned to St. Michsel's 
Goliege, Toronto, he took with him his 


young friend. 


Robert McBrady fully lived up to the 
expectations of Father O'Connor. At the 
end of his first year at St. Michsel's, 
he took back to Pickering the First 
Prise in the First Grammar Class, an 
equal shsre with another pupil in the 
First Prise in History and Geograchy, 
honourable sention for vacation cuties 
in Classics, and Second Prise in the 
First Division of the French Department. 


He was no less active outside the class- 
_poom. Small, wiry, and very fast afoot, 
he excelled in games that ealled for 
swiftness. He was popular in the school 
and when he returned in Septexber of 
1865 his classmates elected him Secret- 
ary of the Blessed Virgin's Sodality 

an office that gave him rank as No. 5 

nn in the entire College. He did not 
hold it long, resigning on November 9th 
because he was withdrawing from the 
-College. Father Soulerin had been 
ealled back to France as Superior Gene 
eral, and Kobert Mcirady was one of his 
pupils who wanted to follow him. In 
this decision he was encouraged by 
Father O'Connor who had made a part of 
his course in France. 
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Five yeors in France, 1865-1870, cave 
Father Metrady a mastery of the Classics 
and of the French language. When he was 
in his eighties, Father Henry Sellisle 
thered up some of his reniniseences. 

e was fond of reeslline that St. Seasil 
had a classical training and he noted 
that, “There has been a strong classical 
tradition in the Community. Latin, 
French, ami Greek formed the backeround 
of our educational procram. HNathematiecs 
and Selence were not neglected. Indeed 
I felt myself better eoulpped te handle 
these two branches than anythins eise 
when I returned to Cansda.* 


In 1867 he joined another student from 
St. Michsel's College, Father James 
McEvoy, at the Feysin Novitiate. There 
and at Annonay he met the first and 
second generation of Sasilians. Of these 
mestings he reminisced, "I did not know 
these older men very well, but from all 
accounts they were picus priests and 

- good scholars. I knew Tracol. He was 
the last of the old guard. All looked 
on him as a saint, and justly so.” 


He was preparing for the Licentiate 
Degree from the University of Paris when 
the Franco-Prussian War broke out. 
Foreigners were advised to leave France 
at once and in the wild scramble to get 
out of the country he just managed to 
obtain passage on one of the last ships 
Sailing for America. Back in Canada he 
was just getting used to hearing English 
spoken when Father O'Connor asked for 
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his services. The recuest brought forth 
a@ generous response and although he had 
been absent for five years, Father 
MeSrady cut his stay at home to five 
days. At Assumption Sollege, which the 
Congregation had just taken over for the 
second time, he had a little of every- 
thing to de. These are his recollections 
of his duties thet first year: "My first 
assignment was to Third Year Latin. The 
work was strenuous for we were so few 
only four of us, I think, for the whole 
school. I kept dormitory for two or 
three years, took my turn on recreation, 
got up my theology, and taught a full 
schedule. I slept in the dormitory and 
learned most of theology standing on a 
chair with my back to a pillar on which 
hung @ lamp. I knew my theology too. 
O'Connor would stand no fooliac. I 
learned ail theology under him. He 
used Gury in el and the Jesuit, 


Pather Denis O'Connor was indeed a 
Strict disciplinerian who saw to it that 
beth students and staff did everything 
that was recuired of them. ‘Since the 

h recuired the study of Theology 
before ordination, he was particular on 
that point. Classes might aot be 
numerous, but they were faithfully held 
and greene ops Magy pre After 
four years of Theology, Bishop Walsh of 
London ordained him priest on May 30, 
1874. The ocr | took planes in the 
mg pe of the old Bishon's Palace and 
in later years Pather MeBrady was wont 
to emphasize its smaliness by declaring 
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thet “his feet were sticking out the 
door". He was ordained in the morning 
and taught class again in the afternoon. 
He might have gone home for his First 
Mass, but to do would have ieft the 
GColiezge shorthanded, so he stayed. 


Placing his work first was character~ 
istic of Father McBrady. He maintained 
that, "“fhere was aiways plenty of work 

to do at home." He was opvosed to all 
social visiting. "A Basiliian who is doing 
his work hasn't time for ae tn ae i 
is danger in it too. You wili aiways 

| Pind some damsel anxious to have an 
ecclesiastic hanging on her apron strings. 
i would throw a bucket of hot water on 
the Basilian who goes in for this sort 

of thing." 


Assumption “ollege, St. Michseli'ts College 
and the Scholasticate were the only Houses 
in which Father Mcirady was stationed. 

In each he served some years as Superior: 
Assumption vollegze, 1901-1907; St. Nich- 
ael's College, 1912-12; and the Sehol- 
asticate, 1594-1698. He had the qualities 
of a good Superior, honesty, courtesy, 
piety and regularity, but he failed to 
realize that others did not always use 
theme His administrations were 

by his failure to understand vractical- 
ities. Students found that they couid 

get almost any permission if they would 
endure a Withering torrent of sarcasm. 
One of them described Father Mebrady's 
—— as “fortiter in modo, susviter 

nh Tee 
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4t the newly opened Scholasticate Father 
HeSrady was not only Superior, be was 
practicaliy the entire ataff. For a 
while his marvelious physique was equal 
to the task, but in 1898 his health began - 
to fail and he was relieved. <A change 
of climate was decmed advisable an’ he 
Was gent to Texas to recuperate. Ke was 
asked to atop at “aco aad to investigate 
the offer of a foundation made by an 
alumnus of Assumption Colleree The 
pastor gave the old Aseusption professor 
& royal welcome and unfolded a panorama — 
of beautiful prospects. Father MeSrady 
Gid not possess the outlook of a man of 
affairs. More practially minded con- 
freres would have questioned the proposals 
for St. Basil's College, out Father 
Meirady was too much of = gentleman to 
make an inmiepenéent investigation of 

the situation and he accepted at face 
value the figures of the young pastor. 


Father Mebrady was better suited to the 
classroom. AS a teacher he had few 
Ggiscipline problesas. Students took no 
¢hanes on provoking hic tongue. One of 
his ievtetbe exoressions was to call a 
student by his last name and then add: 
“You know no more about the construc- 
tion of that sentence than you co about 
the architecture of the come of heaven." 


Teaching was the lifelong occupation of 
Father Mebradye He taught almest from 
the day he left the Novitiste until a 
fex years before his death. For over 
ge a gor ote he cerried a full timetable. 
classroom he could understand 
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stupidity, but he would not put up with 
indolence. He taught with enthusiasm 
and expected the same of his students. 
in one way he enthusicam lessened his 
effectiveness. After listening to a 
haiting translation for a few minutes 
he break in upon the student anal 
give bis own version in magniticent 
DTOSes 


In the early days he was celled upon to 
teach practically every subject except 
gusic. Latin, Greek and Freneh were 
bis usual subjects. in the reminiscences 
thered by Father Sellisle, he advised 
generations of Basiidans: *In 
dealing with students, be polite with 
them. They are your guests in the class- 
room. Prepare your work carefuily. 
Assign tasks judiciously and correct 
exercises with care. Teaching is a 
priestly work. If a student does his 
work loyally and faithfully he is prac- 
ticising the virtue of obedience. His 
perents seri him to school for this pure 
s8@e In furthering this effort of the 
| you are heipging him to observe the 
Sourth Commandment. A teacher toc has 
to practice patience. Some of our boys 
have cone well, and some not so well, 
but it mekes no difference. hat family 
has not a few black sheep? We welcoue 
them all, and seize the opoertunity 
when the occasion presents itseif of 
bringing them back to the pious practices 
of their college days.” 
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As a sehoiastic at Assumption <cllege, 
Father Mesrady had charge of dramatics 
and of athietics. In hie iater years 
he defended the plece of athletics in 
Basilian schools. *Priests always 
Girscted the play of our boys. & is 
part of our life. re is a reei 

lace for sthletics in the life of the 
Sova in this country. it is innocent 
Sport anc has many advantages, if not 
overdone." 


& war in France kept Father Mebrady 
from taking a University degree there. 
in Canada a shortage oi teachers denied 
hia the recuicite time for hicher studies 
here. He wested no time brooding over 
disepceinted. In his reminiscences he 
apserted: “When I became a priest T 
continued to study. I studied Latin 
and Greek anc taught some Mathesitics. 
We were pretty weil up in the Oxford 
Movement and watched with interest ite 
develicpment. se read, as much as we 
had time for, the works of these dis~ 
tincuished converts. Newaan apoesled 
to us aii.” 


ie had the love of learning that charac- 
teriges the true scholar ani to his 
books went practicaliy ali his leisure 
time. He studied in the sumier aa weil 
as during the year. One oid student 
quoted him aa saying, "I lixe to read 
two pages of the Iliad without a lexicon 
before soing to sisepe" 


Father Mciirady was a lover of books 
especially his own. Living as he did 
before the full Vow of Poverty, he had 
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a well stecked library. ‘hen ons of 
his books was taken from it, he did not 
reasin content with the moral principle, 
“pes clamat domino", but became liter~ 
sliy, "dostinus clamans rei*. 


Father MeSrady was a product of nine- 
teenth century grammar, rhetoric and 
dialectic. He was a master of the first 
two; but, although he came to know 
theology well, speculative thought never 
attracted him. His heart was in belles 
lettres. The beautiful expression of a 
thought, the ring of a polished sentence 
had a fascinction for him. For the 
History of St. Basil's Parish published 
by Riss ary foskin in 1Jl- he wrote a 
rt foreword which began: 
“Shen you asked me to write a brief 
forevord for the interesting record you 
are preparing for the press, I hesitated, 
not because I did not deem ie an honor 
to have my mame associated with the 
ag’ Mtl the growth of St. Basil's parish, 
but because I felt that some other name 
than mine would be of better omen at the 
beginning of your little book. On re- 
flection, however, I find that of all 
the Priests at St. Sasil's I om the old- 
est, not indeed in years, but in ny 
knowledge of things as they were in an 
earlier day. It is therefore not without 
a sort of propriety thet you invite me 
to wish Godespeed to your pretty book, 
and send it on its way with the sanction 


or ope who knew the men who did the things 
out which your story is woven.* 
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Genmon age suited Father MeBrady 
so littie that he practically never 
presched extemporsancously lest in d 
so he fali short of his cisssicsl ideal. 
He wrote each sermon in full and then 
periodically burnt the accumuletion lest 
he give in to using a favorite sermon 
over anc over egeine He was not sbove 
= entire passages from celebrated 
pit orators, in praticular from the 
great preachera of seventeenth and eight 
teenth century france. Once when he 
had given a special servion in a city 
parish, the pastor da@isred to the curate, 
"That was too good to heve been given 
for the first time." A little research 
enabled him to treck down Father MeSrady's 
source. 


One year Father MeBrady was called upon 
to preach the May devotions at Assump- 
tion College in place of Father Michael 
Ferguson who was ill. Father &.T. Burke 
was then a student in +heology at the 
College, one who kept a diary in which 
he made this compsrison: "Father Ferguson 
speaks with plain simple language of 
sublime ideas beautifully put. Father 
MeBrady*s ideas are common but expressed 
in language only fit for the gods.” 


Once Pather Metrady was asked to preach 
the Priests! etreat for the Commmnity. 
He asked to be excused on plea of 
health at the time and to forestall any 
future request, added, “retreats are 
not my line.” 
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For many years Father McDrady was called 
oon to serve as chaplain to sisters, 

first at the Precious Blood Monaste 

and later at St. Joseoh's vonvent. e 

only priestiy function that he never 

filied was the singing of Hich Mass. 

His voice was rich, even susical, but 

he was tone deaf and could neither take 

nor hold a hote. He is said never te 

have attempted even one High Mass. 


With his confreres he wanted to share in. 
all phases of community life. Once, 

when asked in old age bout his yr 
skill at billiards, he answered, "I tried 
not to be a drag upon partner.” He 
was charitable et all times. Ke might 

go so far as to describe someone as 
stumbling into rectitude, but he would 
not go beyond that. 


The charity of father McGrady had as one 
of its fruits humility. Once when he 
Was over eighty and his memory for faces 
was poor, a confrere posed as a secular 
priest who wanted to become a Sasilian. 
"“ghat do I do to become a Basilian?” 
"Make application.” 

"J did and was refused." 

"Was any reason given?" 

“My marks were too low." 

Father McBrady reflected for a minute 
and then answered: "There must be some 
other reason.” 


During his last years at St. Michael's 
vollege he retained a surprising command 
of language and no matter how much his 
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mind seemed to be wandering, he was able 
to entertain guests at table. He had 
made it a iife long rule to be agreeable 
to others. He was at his best when with 
Visiting priests. He told Father Bell- 
isle, "Priests have always been welcome 
in Basilian houses. it is a long trad- 
ition. We give thea a seal and a bed, 
and sre glad to see them come and so 

to see them go. Olid students, clerica 
and lay, have always been welcome, even 
those who were expelled, if they have 
the courage to come back. They are all 
members of our family." 


in his reminiscences he described the 
early generations of Basilians as “very 
Simple in their manner of living. they 
got up at five-thirty in the morning, 

aS we do; they went to Meditation, said 
their Mass, and then taught all day long. 
Some of them were brilliant men and all 
of them were hard workers. Hard work 
seemed to be the order of the day both 
in this country end in france. Everyone 
realised that "Man was made to labor 
and birds to fly.' We learned a lot 

of scripture off by heart. The first 
thing in the morning we were asked to 
recite ten verses from memory, and then, 
later, the whole of the chapter, and 

SO on until we hed mastered the whole 
Gospel. “his went on every day with 

the same regularity as the sunrise.” 


Hard work was the lot of Father MeBrady 
as a at home, a8 a student at St. 
Michael's College and in France, and 
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above all during the formative yeers 

of the Congregation in 4merica. During 
these years, "A Basilian in this country 
was a hardeworking apprentice uncer a 
journeyman who taught him his trade. 

He had to teach, to preach, to hear Uon- 
fessions. He was priest and teacher. 
The colleges were just beginning. They 
had to strugsle for the right te live. 
We had to do many things which in more 
prosperous times would not heave been 
imposed. Ye did it cheerfully, glad to 
serve the Church of God in a country 
which was still pioneering." 


& wonderful community spirit made this 
hard work bearable, even enjoyabie. "We 
were a happy-go-lucky lot of fellows. 
We hed a good time together, we got 
along so well. We had our differences, 
but the sun always came out after the 
storm.” 


The son of a hardy pioneer, Father Robert 
ps ne | possessed a physique almost with- 
a flaw. He used it NR plein pro= 
rn himself from inclemencies of the 
weather, careful to get the proper amount 
of rest, amd seeking suitable remedies 
for any "little ailments that came his 
Waye Only once did his health fail hia, 
when overwork as Master of Scholastics 
forced him to rest near the close of the 
nineteenth century. He recovered and 
was able to work for another thirty 
eds In 1929 he was stricken with 
pneumonia and this time the impairment 
of his health was permanent. He recovered 
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from the pneusenia but old ace would 
not let him go back to work. One by 
one he hed to give up preaching, teache 
‘ine, his chaplaincies. 


It wos very noticeable that when his 
beloved classical stucies lost their 
hold an his enfaebled mind that his 
devotions kept their regaisr ploce. 
His breviary, his besds, his visit te 
the Bleesed Sacrament and his dsily. 
Mass remained clesriy in his mind. 

Om the occasion of his diamond jubilee 
in 1934 no public ¢cslebretion was 
possible. He said Mags privately in 
the morning, accected concrgtubsations 
from his cenfreres during the day, and 
in the evening gave Benediction. 


it was a herd blow to him when some 
months before his death he had to be 
restrained from saying Mass and taken 
to the Collece reary where he conld 
receive the cere he now needed. He 
died there on May 4, 1936. One of his 
former students from St. Michsel's Cole 
lege, “ishop &.i. Dignan of Sault Ste. 
Maris, sang his Funeral Mass, and an- 
other Bishop, a former student of 
Assumption “ollege, Bishep Denis 0'Gon- 
nor of Pa » preached. 


Grammarian, Uncuist, orator, Father 
MeBrady was a teacher who never ta 

a lesson without preparing “ a priest 
who never preached a sermon without 
writing ite His voice was heard in the 
classroom during sore than sixty years; 
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his iips pronounced the words of con- 
secration sore than twenty thousand 
times, yet when his wearied limbs cenld 
no loncer carry him to the classroom 
ané his withered hands no Lenser hold 
the Soered Host, he declared thet his 
greatest achievesient in life was that 
he “said his prayers and did his work.” 


HICHAEL THOWAS ROACH 
1873=1936 


Father Michzel *homas Roach was born at 
Brechin, Ontario, on June 27, 1873, the 
= of Thomas Roach and Cecilia BeGrath. 
ekes Seow were Irish imsigrants who 
County and were married by 
Father id Granottier in St. Mary's 
Church, Owen“ound, on “ebruary 5, 1866. 
Father see ey stoach was his youncer 
born two years later who oute 
lived a tie by twenty-five years. 


When their children began to grow up, 
his oarents moved to +oronto so that 
they sicht receive the advantages = 
a oe Gatholic education. "Tom" 

6 went by his second name mm 

is tether, entered “7 Michael's Cole 
a, in September of 1269. He was then 
a husky sixteen year old, average in 
height oy of frame and endowed with 

28 Strengthe On the campus he 

t up an enviable reputation in 

those sports where he could use his 
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great strencth, @ef. rugby, soccer, 
bagebali anc hendbail. By the time he 
was out of his teens his clayins veicht 
was about 20O sounds and when he was on 
the field there was never any doubt 
about a good big mon being better than 
a good little man. His achievements on 
the athletic field were muitehed by his 
ieee in the classroom and he won 
share of school medals «nd prizes. 


His teachers velcemed his decinion to 
epoly for sdmission to the Hevitiste. 
fe recieved the relicious habit at the 
Torente Hovitiste on September 9, 1895. 
His younser brother #ilifam fol lowed 
him to the Novitisate end the two were 
ordained together on July 28, 1901. 


Father Thomes Hoach'’s first aprointasnt 
Was to St. Michsei'’s Collere where he 
taucht Mathemetics. In 1904 he was 
named Treasurer. The school year 1907- 
1908 took him to Ksalamasoo, Michican, 
to organive a High Sehool under the 
name of Gibcons Heil. When this found- 
ation was given up at the end of cone 
ened he was sent to Ste Thomas College, 
puston, as Treasurer. Two years later 
he was a meaber of the first Basilian 
steff at St. thomas Gollere, Chatham, 
New Brunswick, in the dual role of 
teescher anc treasurer. When it became 
obvious that St. Basil's Gollerpe, Waco, 
Texas, Was not making satisfactory pro- 
& he was sent there in 191i in the 
that he wieght be able to bring 
about a financial miracle. He was a 
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@ good treasurer but so miracle worker 
and 3t. Basil's Collere was closed in 
1915 with Father Roach moving on to 
Assumption “ollerce aa treasurer. 


In 1916 his talents were channelled inte 
parochial work with an apcointment as 
pastor of St. Mary's of the Assumption 
Church, Owen “ound. It was the church 
in which his perents had been sarried 
and Father Granottier who had married 
them was living in retirement at the 
rectory. At St. Mary's Father Thomas 
Reach spent nine years, the hapsiest 
and to o pee from externals, the most 
fruit years of Ide priestly life. 
Khe was a wonderful preacher. His sermons 
were always carefully prepared, usuall 
written out, and invaricbly filled wit 
practical advice suited tc the needs of 
his congregation. He was tremendously 
popular with the country people. The 
parishioners at the Dornoch Mission 
showed their appreciation of his work 
by presenting him with a car. The 
le in Owen “ound marked his fiftieth 

rthday by giving him a richly orne 

amented chalice. 


Ris financial acumen found an outlet in 
the maeriel needs of the parish and its 
Missions. Under his leadership the 
parish celebrated the Golden Jubilee of 
the present church building, 1871-1921. 
He coamissioned Father Albert Hurley to 
write a parish history to commenorate 
the ocessicn. In paration for the 
dubilee he revitalized existing perish 
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societies and fournled new ones, e.f- 

the Holy Wane Society and the Eni ches 
ef Golusibus. At the same time he made 
a wuscer of improvements in the physical 
plante 


After nine years as pastor at Owen Sound, 
Father -houns doach was transferred to 
Assumption Parish, Sinisor, as an assiste 
ante During the yore 1927-1926 he was 
ee ee at St. Susiits Nevit eq Tor 
onto. He returned to Asawaption Parish — 
ia ize oh in 1930 received his last 
appointwent, te Gt. -nnets “hurch, 
Detroit. in 1935 he began te take treat- 
ment for diabetes. it was the first 
weakoning of his robust constitution. 
Three years iater he learned that he vas 
suiiexing from an advanced stete of 
cancers, He died in St. Michael's Hos- 
pital, ‘oronto, on September 27, 1936, 
and was buried in Mount Hope Cemetery. 


Leve of outdoor life replaced particip~ 
atiou in active sports Father Thonas 
Keaech*s later yearse He became an ane 
thusiastic hunteman. Year ay? mg 
he tuck holidays in the Fall, 4 

the deer hunting season, and * ssesliy 
managed to brlng back venison. 


Fathe; Theagas Roach had a groin ecm 

for concrete. Ke was wont to reca 

that he had put down the first concrete 

floors in the basement of St. Michel's 

College and that they were still in 

ee tondition thirty years later. 
vices “ho repisced some old wooden 
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Walks Gearing the yeer he was Treasurer 

at tae Toronte SZoviticte knew why th 
lasted so well at St. Michzuelts. Ps 
Zoach was not the trpe ef treasurer te 
skimp on concrete. “o ordinury walks, 
three or four inches thick woul? sstise 
fy him. ‘they poured substantial wlaks, 
svven to mine inches thick, with sil 

tne comerete mixed by herd. jt Gwen 
Sound he built a substanticl yrerends 
with such 6 solic foundation that forty 
years later part of it wes enclosed and | 
made into offices. Father Thomas Roach's 
iove of concrete was expressive of his 
physique and personility -—- stroag, 
vugsed, and built to endure. 


JOSEPH IGHATIUS KENNEDY 
1869-1938 


Shortly after the evening meal on Tues~ 
day, October 11, 1938, the priests of 
Ste Michsel's Celleze were sumaoned to 
assist a dying confrere. When the time 
for the evening exercises approached, 
one by one they drew near his bedside 
and raised their hands in a last bless~ 
ing, then they went to the commumit 
room for night prayers and spiritua 
reading. Halfway through the re2ding 
the priest whe had remained with Father 
Joseph Kennedy interrupted the reading 
to announce that he had just died. 


Joseph Ignatius Kennedy was born in 
Lindsay, Ontario, on July 22, 1269, the 
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and a bit hesesick. His teacher was 
Father Pierre Chalandard, a priest with 
a formidable physique, a fierce looking 
face and a powerful voice. shen he 
roared the class shivered, none sore 
than Joseph Kennedy. Most boys fot to 
know him and realized that his 
voice was a Kindly spirit, but Father 
Joseph Kennedy was one of the exceptions. 
At emi of the year he collected 
prises in Latin end Aeligious Knowledge, 
the Good vYonduet Prize for the Junior 
Uivision and then went home to stay. 


Seven years later, grown to man's estate, 
he returned to St. Hichsel's and come 
leted the classical course. Onee again 
coliected prises, this time in French. 
In 1893 he went to the Petit Séminaire 
Ste. Thérése in the Province of _uebeec 
where he taught junior classes and cone 
tinued his om studies. Purine these 
years it became clear to him that he had 
@ vocation to the orlesthood in a rele 
igious community. ie entered the Toronto 
Novitiate in 1 and after first pro- 
fession on es ng 22, 1698, resumed his 
studies for the priesthood. He was or- 
dained in St. Basil's “hurch, Toronto, 
on August 24, 1900. 


Pather Joseph Kennedy was proud of his 
fgg | in french and was eager to use 
it. His first appointment as a priest 
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was therefore to Assumption Parish, 
Windsor. In 1907 Pather Francis Forster 
left his in charge at Assumption Vollece 
over Easter and he promptly broke 211 
traditions by sranting the stucents 
Kaster holidays. Shortly afterwards he 
was transferred to St. Basil's College, 
Waco, Texas. Later he returned to 
Assumption Yollexe. Another appoint 
ment took him to St. John the Baptist 
Parish, Amherstburg, as assistant. He 
ie20 ~ the Toronto at te per in 1919- 

returning to Assumption Parish in 
+ ey early 1920's. Later in this decade 
he was on the staff of St. Michsel's 
Gollese. He was apsointed to St. Mery's 
y Owen “ound i 1934 and was on 
Sick leave from t a pt when 
he died at St. Michsel s Gollege. 


In his various assignments Father Joseph 
Kennedy was known as a priest who was 

always ready to put himself out to hels 
a confrere.e He was a very good confes- 
sor, always willing to hear a confession 
-_ was noted for his kindness to pen- 
tents. 


Irish history was the lifelone study of 
Father Kennedy. Three tises — his 
life he visited the land of his fore- 
fathers and each time he sailed directly 
to Irelend and then returned without 
ever going to England or the continent. 


Pather Kennedy was an amateur poet who 
preferred writing in Latin to English. 
In 1920 he made a Bee translation of 


J.G. Whittier's, The Ked River Voyageur. 
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Out and in the river is winding 
The links of its long, red chsin 

Through belts of dusky pine-land 
And gusty lesgues of plain. 


Gedit anani e ioncincue 
Gampis praebens gramina; 

Amoenus visu ¢ propinguo: 
Pinus, herbae stamina. 


His poetry was a source of amusement 
to many of his confreres. When he 
wrote in Latin they would tease hia 
saying that it was not the elassicai 
Latin as expounded by Father Nobert 
MeSracy. Father Kennedy believed that 
eating onions would cure as cold and 
other sinor ailments and that eatin 
am onion a day would keep a person 
good health. He wove this philosophy 
of health into a poem called, "Ode to 
an onion". 


Father Joseph Kennedy was a dreamer. 

Hs loved to visit cemeteries where he 
spent hours looking for Irish names and 
for unusual inscriptions. He was also 
absent-minded. hen sent out on Sunday 
work, some trifle might easily engage 
his attention and he would forget about 
the necessity of getting to the parish 
on time. A8 one pastor put it: "You 
could tell from his sermons thst he was 
a priest who made his meditation every 
day, but you could never be sure before- 
hand whether he would get to the church 
in time to preach them.” This character- 
istic pursued him even after death. 

hour appointed for his funeral passed, 
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people were in the church, the clergy 
were in the sanctuary and still the Mass 
did not. begin. A phone call toe the 
Chancery Office established the fact 
that the “rehbishoo of Toronto had com- 
pletely forgotten about promising to 
Sing the Mass. 


HENRY STANISLAUS BELLISLE 
1691-1938 


Henry Stanislaus Bellisle was born in 
Georgetown, Ontario, on November 12, 
1891, the son of Joseph Bellisle and 

t Heavin. Three days Ister he 
was baptized in Holy Cross “hurch.s. His 
parents moved to Toronto where he was 
confirmed in 5t. Helen's ‘arish, but 
it was from St. Francis Parish that he 
came to the Novitiate. The pastor, 
Msgre SeA. McCann, was a good friend 
of the Conrrevation and when he wrote 
a letter of recommendation for his young 
parishioner he described him as "a young 
man out of a thousand.” 


The authorities at St. Michiel's College 
were well aware of this. During his 
high school course "Harry" Bellisle had 
repeatedly won both first class honors 
and the good conduct medal. He continued 
at St. Hichsel's College through gradu- 
ation from the University of toronto with 
a BeAe at the age of nineteen. His 

» that of Jil, has since been called 
the “prophecy class" from the accuracy 
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with which the College Yearbook pre- 
dicted their future careers. 


prophecy foretold that "Harry" 
petliels would one day be Superior at 
his Alma Mater. The first step towards 
this was admission to the Teronto 
Novitiate on “ugust 15, 1911. The next 
was ordination to the oriesthood on 
September 26, 1915. He then completed 
his theological course at the Catholic 
University of “merica, Washinton, 
during the year 1915-1916 and at the 
game time obtained an M.A. in Philosophy. 


The first priestly appointment of Father 
Bellisle was to Assumption Vollege 
Windsor, where he remained until 1919 
when he casie back to 5t. Michael's where 
he was to fiil practically every post 
both in the classroom and in the admwin- 
istration. He taught subjects for which 
he was well prepared, and when there was 
no one vise available he would volunteer 
to teach a subject he had never studied, 
somehow finding the time to get it up 

30 that his students never found hia 
unprepared. 


When the High School Department was 
separated from the College Department 
in "1921 Father Bellisle was appointed 
its first Principal, a post he held 
until 1927. During "his term of office 
he taught two or three classes each ye 
gave one or two courses in Philosophy 
the College i looked after ee 
ee residence still found time 
to coach rugby and ean teams. His 
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health, the robust health of a vircorous 
athlete, was equal to his many duties, 
but it was not equel to his next —.. 
ointment. Father Belliisle was a e 
oe student of St. Augustine. In 1927 
he was apoointed to Graduate Stucies 
ami sent to Paris to obtain a Doctorate 
in Philesophy. Away from the commanion-~ 
Ship of his confreres, he became terribly 
homesick with the result that his health 
Pailed. Within a few months he was back 
in Toronto. 


Father Beliisle was appointed Superior 
eof St. Hichael'’s College in August 1931. 


omy, already depressed, was sinking 
still lower. In this situation he re- 
minded his staff, "We have been taught 
by the nobie men who preceded us here 
never to refuse a deserving boy. this 
has brought a blessing upon our work." 
to enable as many boys as possible to 
obtain a Catholic education, he reduced 
the fees in the high school decartment. 
Because many could not afford car fare 
to the centre of the city, he opened 
branches for Grades IX and X, off Queen 
Street in the east end and off Bloor 
Street in the west end. 


AS an educator he set hich ideals for 
himself and for his staff. Altheuch he 
had taught bra in the high school 
department @ still in his junior 
year at University, he ended the trae 
ditional Basilian practice of apprentice} 
Ship teaching by scholastics by refusing 
to give a timetable to any teacher who 
was not a university graduate. 
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In the Arts Depourtment he was confronted 
with a echongce in the admission policy 
of the University of Toronto that aade 
ae from Grade Kill a recuiresent 
or entrance. This would cut off the 
flow of American students at a time when 
St. Michael's Colleze needed enrciment. 
To get around this aifficulty Father 
Sle introduced the Yestern, now 

the Freshman, course for American stu- 
dents. He was a gan's man and rejected 
overtures for a seasure of co-education 
in the Collese Dep=rtment. 


In the course of his duties Father Bell- 
isle was called upon to give a number 
of talks on education. gathered some 
of these into four peg ee published 
at Ste Michel's Colieze because he be- 
lieved that "the office of teaching can 
be exercised both by the spoken anc the 
written word.” He felt that Basilians 
should use both these means of com- 
mumicating truth. His pamphicts and 
other writings provided Father Hobert 
Fischette with enough source material 
for a Master's thesis at the University 
of betroit on Father Bellisle's Philos- 
ephy of Education. 


in conferences to his staff he —— 


bey is not equal to one boy. they come 
to us from homes «hich are different, 
from environment which is different. 

They have different religious preparation, 
and so they cannot be treated alike. 

They have, too, individual character- 
istics uhich must be taken into account 
in our dealings with theme” 
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In his dezlings with students he was 
always fair and he was a wonderful ex 
t of the Basilian practice of mix- 
with students outside of classe He 
repeatedly urged the priests and schol- 
astics at St. Michzel'ts to do likewise 
as part of the mineline of the active 
and the contemplative in the Basilian 
way of life. “The studious professor 
who negiects his stucents errs just as 
seriously as the active — ofesser who 
his stuwlles. eontenp- 
lative and the active life must be com- 
bined, each holding the piace preper 
to it’ if the tenching office is to be 
fulfilled.” He frequently pisced before 
hie confreres this spiritual ideal: “We 
must keep in mind that teaching for us 
is a spiritual work of mercy. ‘e serve 
Ghrist in His members. His members are 
the students comaitted to our caree Ve 
are coadjutors of Cod in the teaching 
office." 


During Father Beliisle's term of office 
oe was given to athletics at 

t. Michael's College. Nevertheless 
as Superior he did not watch the college 
teams play. Previously he had siways 
been an enthusiastic spectator who made 
his oresence at the games felt. Now he 
confided to a confrere, “As superior 
oan can't do the things you used to do.” 

ve his full support ree an already 

suaetenfuh hockey team. The college 
football tesm was withdrawn from inter- 
mediate intercollegiate competition and 
entered in the Senter League of the 
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Ontario Rugby and Pootball Union. His 
vigorous policies ‘trained reletions 
with traditional opvonents, but Father 
Bellisle was the type of sen who always 
played to wine 


Ste Michael's Gollese had made a public 
appeal for funds in 1929, a few months 
before the depression began. The cam- 
paign was nominally successful, but 
chanced conditions made it impossible 
fer denors to their sledces. 
Lay sers told Father Bellisle that 
he did not have enough money te put 
the buildings envisareé st the time o 
the a akg and they warned him against 
investing stocks and bonds. On their 
advice he invested college funds in farm 
land in York County. 


The highlight of Father Bellisle's term 
as Superior at St. Michael's College 

was the visit in June 1934 of Cardinal 
Villeneuve. It hed been fifty years 

since a Canadian Cardinal had visited 
Toronte. The occasion of His Sminence'’s 
visit was the conferring of an honora 
degree on him the University of 
‘oronte. For this reason Cardinal 
Villeneuve was the guest of St. Michsel's 
and Father Sellisle arranged a program 
worthy of a Prince of the Church. In 
keeping with the solemnity of the occasion 
he t a top hat which he was observed 
carrying on eccasions that called 

for a hat, but he was never seen actually 
wearing £. 
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Shortiy after the visit of Cardinal 
Villeneuve, father Gellisle was stricken 
with a coronary thrombosis. Physicians 
assured him that if he took things easy 
he could look forward to gany years of 
life. At the seme time they worned him 
thet if he attempted to resume anything 
like his former schedule of work, he 
ceuld expect te live not sore then four 
or five years. It was not easy for 
Father Bellisle to give up his forser 
activities. Relieved of the office of 
Superior at St. Michsel's and trans- 
ferred to St. sasil's epee he con- 
tinued teeching at St. Michsei's and at 
the Institute of Mediaeval Studies. In 
1935 he was transferred to Assumption 
Collese where he taught until his death 


At Aseumotion and at St. Michael's, 
Father Bellisle was beloved by priests. 
He had the knack of making them feel 
welcome and of putting them at their 
ease in his company. His ability to 
make ple feel at home in their old 

arose from his conviction that 
a Basilian's “duty towards our students 
does not cease with their departure 
from our midst. Teaching is spiritual 
almsgiving. ‘he Lord loveth a cheer- 
ful giver.” 


With his confreres, scholastics as well 
aS priests, Pather Seliisle continued 
to take part in sports up to the time 
of his heart attack. Whether he was 
playing handball, baseball or hockey 
the game was strenuous, at time rough, 
but always friendly. 
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Father Bellisle was a Basilian, first 
ané foremost. He wss remarkable for 
his attention to aged confreres. Father 
Thomas Heydon was a confrere who had 
not taken the full fow of Poverty and 
who in his old age incurred heavy 
medical bills that were his personal 
responsibility. Father Sellisle saw 

to it that little revenues came his way 
which freed hia from having to ask for 
cherity. Because both Father Reydon 
and Father MeDrady claimed to have the 
secret of the perfect salad, he had two 
bowls cf lettuce placed on the table at 
St. Michael's anc he made it s point to 
gat. some salad from both of them. 


His presence in the comuunity room was 
always a to his confreres who con- 
ferred on him the nickname, “Happr*. 
His infectious laugh and his charity 
quickly eee & group about him. He 
had the eck of always t the 
conversation to the virtuous side of 
things. Aconfrere once asked him, 
"Ghat commandment is broken most fre- 
quently?" Without hesitating he ane 
swered, "Dont be silly. Charity.* 


CORNELIUS J. SHESHAN 
1902-1939 


Father Cornelius J. Sheehan was bern in 
Cleveland, Ohio, on “pril 17, 1902, the 
son of John Jd. Sheehan and Catherine 
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Ahern. A setom! Basilian vocation from 
this family was Father William Sheehan, 
a youncer her. Cornelius was an 
exceptional child, — in body, 


Prepare tory Seminary to foster a vo< 
eation to the priesthood. From the 
Preparatory Seminary he went to Assump- 
tion Usllerze for High School and College. 


At Assumption "Con", as he was generally 
called, built up between 1916 and 192k 
an "“sli-time"™ reputation in athletics. 
~sepee zoo at practically every game 
and was capeble of rising to heights ef 
brilliance and of inspiring teammates to 
guperhusen efforts. His scholastic 
record metched his ability in athletics 
andi his exemplary life was a constant 
souree of edification. After graduating 
with a B.A. from the University of Veste 
ern Ontario he entered the Toronto 
Hovitiate end was admitted to first 
vous on October li, 1925. ry omy | NeNally 
raised him to the ariesthood in Ste 
Basil's “hurch, +oronto, on June 29,1929. 


As a scholastic Father Sheehan attended 
the Ontario Vollese of Education, Tor- 
onto during the year 1926-1927. "It so 
happened that there was with him in the 
same class another outstanding gehel~ 
astic, father Joseph MeGahey. ‘he Pro- 
fessor of Educational pereieleay WAS a 
brilliant lecturer with a flair for 
making shocking shatenmane to gain and 


Cornelius J. Sheehan 99 


hold the interest of hie students. By 
— ngement Father Sheehan and 
ather ahey sat on opoesite sides 
ef the room and showed no special 
friencship. Every statement made 
the professor that was st variance 
with thomistie philosophy and Gatholie 
princioles was promptiy chellenred 54 
Father MeGahey. Father Sheehan woul 
then ask the professer to explein some 
point more ly and when Father MeGahey 
pressed home his point he would take — 
the professor's sice in the argusent. 
Hetween them t gave the class a good 
eutline of Catholic orincioles. At the 
emi of the year Father Sheehan was of~ 
fered a scholarshiv to do advanced work 
in Educational Psychology. 


Hot quite ten years of priestly lifs 
were cranted to Father Sheehane He 
taught at St. Micheel’s Collerce School 
und at St. Thomas Nigh School, Houston. 
In addition to his tenchine he was put 
in sharge of athieties. He was a fine 
influence among students, especialiy 
athletes, because he appreciated their 
we and could talk their language 
to t . 


Later Father Sheehan was on ieave in 
his native Diocese of Cleveland. ‘hile 
om a trip with a priest companion, 
Father John Madigan, to visit his sister 
in Newton, Massachusetts, he met with a 
fatal accident on the highway outside 
insted, Onnecticut. Father Madican 
vas killed instenly but Pather Sheehan 
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remained conscious for some hours and 
was able te receive the last sacroments. 
Ke died on February 6, 1939. Hia body 
Was breucht to Toronto and he was 

buried from the church of his ordinstien. 


: ge FE sRCIS ROE 
1916+1939 


Mr. Charles Francis Hoe was born in 
Detroit on ——— 13 1916, the son 
ef George Hoe, an old boy of St. Mich- 
—_— Gollece’ Senedhe — and Bertha Wolf. 
A sister, Saskeriiea, was the 
y other chile in the family. He 
annuities Catholic Central Hig "School, 
then loeated in downtown to be~ 
@ide Holy Kosary Church. In 1934 he 
graduated and apslied for admission to 
the Novitiatee 


At the Toronto Hovitiate the no-smoking 
rile was a perpetusl problem for M&. 
Ree. in a moment cof weakness he would 


aware of this and after hight 
Sisters dae te sane.te wy been ae free" 
a lll eligg gad room at five 
tomorrow morning." Char apt 
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himself that if he was allowed to stay 
he would never again smoke in the 
Hovitiate. Next sornins when he knocked 
on the Master's door, oe 8 Tighe would 
tell him to co away, that he shouid not 
be up before the rising bell. Nothing 
more would be seid and for a few days 
Mr. foe would keep his resolution until 
the craving for a smoke becase too 
strong and once again he would receive 
a@ message from the Master of Novices. 

He was professed on Seoteaber 12, 1935. 


Mr. Hoe was a — pointed to St. Michsel's 
College for hie Arts course. He was a 
= friendly scholastic of medium 
and inclined te stoutness. In 
August of i934 ro was decided thet he 


shoulc temporarily discontinue his 
stucies at the at mi of Toronto 
because he had not removed a First Year 


Suppiemental in french. He was appoint- 
ed to first Year Theology at St. Basil's 
Seainary and alse asked to serve as an 
assistant in the iibrary of the Insti- 
tute of Mediaeval Studies. At this time 
Sone felt that his academic troubles 
would disappear if he would place him- 
— at the disposition of his professors 
as readily and completely as he under- 

took to do things for others. He vas 
es. eager to oblice a confrere. 
Towards the end of Lent in 1939 he 
sufferec an attack of appendicitis and 
died in St. St i Hospital, ‘orento, 
on March 26th 
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came7 nee MeCarroll 1G2 
Lb we \< AZ 
kee Seward y ontario, on July 18, 191 
at ston, Ontario, on July iy, 
the son of Laward MeVarroll and Mary 
O'Hara. At the sage of anole ° 
he went by his second nane, suffered an 
attack of rheumatic fever which forced 
him to withdraw from school and to 
abandon temporarily hie desire of be- 
sm apriest. After a period of 
convalescence he completed high school, 
attended a business school anc then at. 
the age of 22 came to Teronto where he 
found employment as a bookkeeper and 
a pal office manager with a manuface 
tur 


Me. Gerard MeCarroll lived in 3t. Zasii's 
Parish and took an active pert in the 
—— of Mary and in a sh study 

club. He also became a vrancisean ‘ere 
tiary. In 1932 he felt that his health 
was now strong enough to enable him to 
study for the priesthood and he apolied 
for admission to the Sovitiate. Before 
he was accepted a medical opinion was 
obtained to the effect that his heart 
condition would prevent his doing heavy 
manual labor but that it would not 
necessarily prevent him from undertskinag 
a heavy progrom of studies. He entered 
the Novitiate on August 5, 1936, and 
received the religious hebit on Aucust 
lith. He was one of the best rule 
keepers of that year. He was also re- 
—s for the amount of time that he 
spent in prayer before the Blessed Sac- 
rament.e Although he was not in good 
health and was older than most novices, 
he even sade some attempt to join in 
the evening baseball -ames. 
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The good health enjoyed by Mr. McCarroll 
during his two years in St. Sasil's 
Parish did not carry over into the 
Hovitiate. Aimost from the beginning 
his health was poor anc he was confined 
to his room on many days. He sinde good 
use of this solitude for the advance- 
ment of his spiritual life. In sickness 
he was a modei of patience and of good 
humor. During Lent he was forced to 
spend such time in bed and when his 
eondition did not improve it was decided 
to send him to St. Joseph's Hospital. 
On Holy “saturday, as the evening Angelus 
was ringinc, he was earried out the 
front door of the Novitiate on a stretcher. 
He turned and remsarked rather wistfully 
to Father Megan who was accompanying 
hia, "I hope that bell is not ringing 
me out." In the hospital his condition 
became grave ani he was admitted to pro-~ 
fession. Shortiy afterwards he died on 
August 26, 1939. He wes buried with 

his family in Alliston Cemetery. 


JAMES HUGH WHELAN 
L9O2-1L 940 


Many are the anecdotes told about the 
comparatively short life in the Cone 
a of Father "Jim" Whelan. All 
are amusing and for the confreres who 
lived with him they evoke the memory of 
a fine priest and a delightful person- 
ality. Every religious comuunity and 
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every diocese has a certain number of 
priests who are regarded as "*characters”. 
Pather ghelan was quch more than a 
“sharacter"®. Beneath a facade of 
@roileries and seemingly casual obser- 
vations on people and events, there was 
an intensely earnest, hardworking con- 
frere who was gifted with a keen and 
practical mind. 


James Hugh Shelan was born at ‘estport, 
Ontario, in the Archdiocese of Kinesten, 
ose 7 i902, ™ On ray ee “3 = 
nand Maryanne Lynett. He receiv 
his early education in his home town bee 
fore he came to St. Michael's Colleze, 
foronto, in 1921. Aster -quntueting in 
Arts he enrolied at Osgoode Hall, Torento, 
to prepare for a career in Law. Shortly 
after his classes had begun his zeal for 
souls and for God's work in the world 
caused him to chenze his plans and he 
entered the Toronto Hovitiate where he 
received the religious hebit on October 
12, 1925. After st profession he 
attended the Ontario Sollege of Sducation 
in 1926-1927. He was ordsined priest 
on December 21, 1929. 


Aquinas Institute, Hochester, was his 
first full-time teach apoointment. 
There, from 1930 to 1932, his seal for 
souls found an outlet in work among boys 
and young a@en.e He had a tremendous 

for their welfare, being especially 
attracted to the unexceptional, the 
money negative and the overlooked 
Students. In 1932 he was transferred 

to Holy Name Institute, Detroit. 
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This small high school at Blessed Sacra- 

gent Church had just been accepted as a 
soni Rasgilian High School in Vetroit. 
in 1933 he was named Superior and Prin- 
cipal, poats in which his winning 

mes contributed much to the success- 
ful. establishment of this school. He 
Was one of those rare persons whom svery- 
one seemed to lick and whe was disliked 
by no one. Father Yhelan possessed in 
an outstanding decree a deepegented and 
yaad interest in people. He was. 
genuinely interested in everyone with 
whom he any dealings, no matter how 
unprepossessing or inconsequential that 
person @ay have been. He found some- 
thing worthwhile in everyone he met and 
this attitude drew from them the response 
~ reas him and of cossaunicating with 


In 1934 Holy Name Institute and Catholic 
Central Hich Sehool were amalgemated 
with Father #helan as Superior and Prin- 
cipal. Under his direction the buildings 
of Holy Name Institute were enlarged 
while tue names wae changed to Catholic 
Central High School for Boys. During 
his adainistration the “new" Catholic 
Central grew to be the largest Catholic 
ee for Boys in the State of 


Growth in sige was matched by a strength- 
ening of educationel policiea. At re- 
creation Father Whelan would talk lightly 
about confreres wastin: their time study- 
ing when they might be enjoying life, 

but at the same time he was devoting 
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every moment he could spare to study. 
He obtained an Mek» in Philosophy from 
the University of ‘oronte in 1932 just 
before he left Rochester. In Detroit 
he took courses at Assumetion Colle 
and at the University of Detroit which 
led in 1936 to a Michigan Teachers* 
Certificate qualifying him to wach fing 
lish, French end History. He inscired 
his staff with a desire for academic 
excellence. 


The interests of Father Whelan extended 
beyond Catholic Central. For several 
gumsers he spent a few weeks in few York 
State canvassing for students for St. 
Michael's Colieze. It was tiring work 
but from his labors came many fine 
studentse 


At all times Father Whelan was a fine 
community man whose wry comments on any- 
thing and everything made him good com- 
for those living in the same house. 
As rior he had a way of making con- 
freres feel that they were working with 
him rather than uncer him. He was a 
humorous Irishman who loved to make 
26 at the expense of other national- 
ties. Once in the scholasticate when 
he finished a book at public reading 
and knowing that the next reader would 
be a scholastic who was proud of his 
Scoteh ancestry he contrived to have 
selected ag the new book, "The Lives 
of the Irish Saints." 


Father Whelan had just completed six 
years as Superior at Catholic Central, 
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six years of expansion anc conselic- 
ation, when he wat stricken with a 
heart attack and died on Jume 5, 1940. 
Ordsined 2 few months more than ten 
years at the time of his death, he had 
crowded into his short life a srest 
desl of zcalous work end he had spread 
a cheerful birghtness among his con- 
freres and among his stucents. 


VIRCCRT ICGMATIUS DONNELLY 
1871-1940 


Father Donnelly was one of three oricsts 
whe choSe to remain with the Concregation 
without ta the revised Yow of Poverty 
in i923. he had a sister towards whom 
he felt a financial responsibility and 
feit that the oid vow ieft him freer te 
assist her. ie also used this freedom 
for many Small personei charities to 
students at Assumption Collere during 

the hard times of the depression years.. 


Vincent Ignatius Donnelly was born in 
iiew York City on November 26, 1871, the 
son of Edward Donnelly and Mary McKenna. 
fie received his eariy education there 
gnc then came to St. Michel's College, 
oronto, in 1688. Four years later 
became a member of the first class of 
novices at the newly opened ‘toronto 
Novitiate, being received on August 23, 
1692. He was the longest lived of his 
class but even he fell short by two 
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years of living to witness the Colden 

Jubliee ef the Toronte Novitiate. The 
cle of his life closed in his native 
7 on October 1, 1940, while he was 

visiting his sister. 


Shortiy after his ordination, on June 
2, 1896, he was appointed to the newly 
apened St. Basilts Gollere, Waco, Texas. 
He went there with Pather Gharies Cole 
Lins, bringing with hia a supely of 
vestments. The newly opened College 
began classes in a remodelied two storey 
building with an average enrolaent of 
apout boys, a varied group that ine 
cluded some had becn refused admis- 
sion Uy other schoois. Uuring this 
first year the Suserior, Father Thomas 
Hayes, was stricken with typneid fever 
amd much of the werk of the school feil 
on Fathers LDonnelly’s shoulders. At the 
Slesuting presen, Sha Spalted of Be 

ag project ® epening of St. 
eae High Sehool in Houston where his 
fellow nevice, Father Nicholas foche, 
had been appointed Supericr. 


Father Donnelly was enthusiastic about 
fexase in a letter written to Father 
Francis Forster on Noveuber 26, 191k, 

he asserted: "Given our orn men to staff 
the houses, Texas could be made a pere 
adise in ev respect." He went on to 
predict, * t forgert taht the present 
war will eventually help Texas more than 
it is now sadly hurting it." The 

of this letter was to urges Fat 

orster to use his influence to keep St. 
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Basil's Coliege open. His interest 
extended to sclicitins donations from 
his friends, but his plea and his ef- 
forst were not enouch to save St. 
Basil's Colleze. It elesed in 1915. 


Father Donnelly was an eloquent preacher 
who soon became known as “the siiver- 
tongued orator of the South." He 

and did preach effective short sermons 
but it was a constant battle, often a 
losing one, to get hin to restrain his 
@loguence. Father Francis Forster once 
reminded him that Father M.J. Perguson, 
an eloquent preacher of the early days 
of St. Michael's College and Assumption 
Gollege, used to advise young priests, 
"if the sreacher could not strike oil 
in fifteen minutes he should chonce his 
auger. 


As father Donnelly's reputation grew he 
was transferred to St. John the taptist 
Church, Amherstburg, in 1916, in order 
to leave him freer to accept pulpit 
engagements. He welcomed the opportunity 
for more presching but dreaded another 
aspect of parish life. He was personally 
very serupulous and as much as possible 
he avoided hearing Confessions. wWhere- 
ever he went to preach a Mission he would 
ask a confrere to accompany him and to 
hear the Confessions. le was appointed 
to St. Anne’s Vhurch, Detroit, in 1921, 
rewaining there for some years before 
returning to Amherstburg. He was at Ste 
Michael's Coblege, “oronto during the 
ge 1930-1931. Your at 5te. Anne's 
Detroit followed this appointment. 
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His last apcointaent was te Assumption 
Geliece. Aithouch he died in New York 
Gity, he was buried from Assumption 
vhurch to Assumption Cemetery. 


Father “Vinnie” Dommelly wes a born 
story teller. He loved to reeall his 
early years at Ste Michzel's Collece 
ami in Texas and in his description of 
scenes he had a poet's sift for the use 
of words. In these and in all conver- 
gations he was extremely charitable. 

in his anecdotes he couid not be teased 
inte saying an unkind word. 


RISHARD THOMAS BURKE 
1859—1L94L 


Father K.T. Burke, always referred to 
by his confreres as “Dodger”, was six 
fett. tall with an erect carriage that 
made him look every inch the dignified 
Irish pastor. He was never known to 
Say one word or to do a single deed 

that would lessen the respect due to 

the priesthood. At his appointed duties 
he was punctual and exact in their per- 
formance. 


Richard Thomas Burke was born st Dundas, 
Ontario, on February 15, 1859, one of 
five children born to Martin e and 
Bridccet Burke. Although he always 
called Dundas his home, his parents 
moved around while he was a boy and it 
was while living at Sheffield that he 
attended Galt Collegiate Institute and 


the classes of a celebrated Dr. Tassie. 


Richard Thomas Burke lil 


At this time he obtained a third class 
Normal teaching certificate for public 
schools, but instead of accepting a 
ition he came to St. Michael's Cole 
2 in 1878 in the class of Belles- 
Lettrese Ke continued on through 
ee and Pirst Philosoohy, — 
aes in Greek, History, Geogra> 
prgliah, Trigonometry, and General brow 
ficiency. That he had a vocation te 
the priesthood was evident and in Sepe 
teaber of 1881 he was invited to join 
the staff of Assumption Collese while 
continuing the study of Philosaphy. 


In September of 1662 Father Burke went 
to the Grand Seminary at Montreal to 
begin the study of ‘heology. The strain 
of Seminary routine sroved too much for 
his health and he was obliced to leave 
at Christaas. With the consent of the 
Bishop of Hamilton he arranged to resume 
the study of Theol at Assumption 
Gollege where some ilian scholastics 
and a few candidates for the diccesan 
priesthood were studying uncer father 
Denis O'Gonnor. He was ordained in 5t. 
Augustine's “hurch, Dundas, on “ugust 
26, 1886. 


After ordination Father Burke served 

as assistant at Arthur, 1286-1889; 

Paris for a few months in 1889; Galt, 
1889-1890; and Macton, 1890-1892. Then 
he was appointed perish sriest of Oake 
ville. During these formative years 

in the pries he had kept in contact 
with Father O'Connor and the staff of 
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Assumption “ollege. As a student there 
he had conceived an ardent attrection 
for the Basilian way of life, but in 
view of the shortage of oriests in the 
Diocese of Hamilton he felt under an 
obligation to return there. Early in 
i960 he obtained a release from his 
@ath of serving in his mative diccese, 
resigned the parish of St. Andrew, Oak- 
vilie, and entered the toronts Neviti- 
ate. He was professed on May 16, 1901. 


His first apvointment as a Basilian was 
to the staff of St. Micheel's Collerce. 
Ta 1904 he was moved to St. Basil's 
College, Saco. One year later he was 
back at St. Michael's. In 1906 he re- 
turned to parish work as pastor of St. 
Mary's *“hurch, Owen Sound. Father Burke 
resained there until 1916 when he was 
leaned to the Bishop of Hamilton who 
appointed him administrator of St. 
Basil's Church, Brantford. During the 
19 he served in the Diocese 


ation he was sent to St. Anne's “hurch, 
Detroit, as assistant. VUuring the year 
1929-1930 he was religious superior 
while Father John Ryan was pastor. His 
last appointment, to St. Michael's ‘vol- 
lege, came in the summer of 1930. 


The life of Father Burke at St. Mich- 
ael's reflected the practice of an 
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earlier generation. At nine o'clock in 
the evening he politely got rid of any- 
one who was in his room that he micht 
have « few minutes of recollection bee 
fore retiring at 9:30. His rising hour 
Was corresponcingly eerily, the 3:00 aem. 
he had known et Assurmption Yollere. 


A daily waik wes a ritual with Pather 
Burke. He always carried a cane, of 
which he had several and each had a 
history which he loved to recall when- 
ever he hed an audience. fis most 
treasured possession, however, was a 
violin which he claimed was an old 
master. Father Thomas Heydon also had 
a Violin and when the two were living 
on the sriests* flat at St. Michael's 
College, they would dispute as to who 
was the better mayer. insong the con- 
freres there was no agreement as te who 
Was the poorer player. 


In Detroit Father Burke had been chap~ 
iain to the Good “hepherd Convent, then 
located across the street from St. Anne's 
rectorye In Toronto he continued te 
Serve as chaplain to the Good Shepherd 
Sisters and to the Monastery of the 
Precious Slood until the weakness of 

Old age forced him to give up this work. 


Pather Burke grew old pact In 
his old age he feared idleness and did 


in St. Joseph*s Hospital, “oronto, in 
a afternoon of Novesber 23, 
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#ithin the Concrecation Father Burke 
was known for his little fund of jokes 
ami stories with wrich he reraled his 
confreres. He did not smoke. He was 

a life-long absteiner frem aicohol, 4 

fact thet caused a few to say that his 
initials, &.T., stced for Royal Temper- 
ance Burke but he was net a fanatic 

on this point. He was above ali a aga 
who knew his limitations. Although he 

had won his share of origes as a student 
he realised thet he did not have the 
talent to be a scholar and he never as- 
pired to be one. He never soucht auth- 
erity and on the ocenxsions when it was 
thrust upon him, he wan glad to be rid 
of it. His sim in life seemed to he to 
de ordinary work to the best of his 


THOMAS VINCENT MOYLAN 
LE7Q@19L,2 


Father Thomas Vincent Moylan was thor- 
y Basilian from the first moment 
of nis life. te was born in St. Basil's 
Parish, ioronto, on October 27, 1 
and waS baptised by Father Charles Vin- 
cent for wom he was given his middle 
namee In St. Basil's School he distin- 
guished himself in conduct, regularity 
and application. He continued to win 
prises as a Student in 3t. Michael's 
Goliege and a letter from his pastor, 
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Father Laurence Srennan, written from 
Irelend on July 6, 1894, congratulated 
hie in these words: 


“J have just received the Collere price 
list and I am hurrying up as fast as I 
ean to compliment y f end all my 
little sanctuary boys on your SuccesSee. 
You have done well and I am proud of 
jot But during the vaecstions do a 

ittle at your books so as to hold your 
place through your course. Tell this 
to all the boys. A half hour's study 
during the day will keep you from setting 
rusty. Especially try to review your 
grammars. I am sure that you keep your 
promises for the sanctuary work. Of 
eourse it is to the officers that I 
look for good example." 


He all younz *Tomuy” Moylan's time was 
given to his books. He was en excellent 
athletic, outstanding in lacrosse which 
was then a very populsr sport. At Ste 
Michael's College he had a taste of 
apprenticeship teaching in 1900-1901 as 
professor of Elementary Latin. Then he 
entered the Teronto Novitiate where he 
was admitted to first vows on August 

15, 1902. He made his theology course 
at As ion Collere, Windsor, but 
came to his home parish for ordination 
on August 5, 1906. 


After ordination Father Moylan was — 
pointed to Assumption “ollege where 
was a piliar of s ; both as a 
teacher ami as an strator. As 
an administrator he knew men and boys 
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and he correctly assessed their cap- 
abilities. The discharge of his duties 
was marked by an sir of calm He fe- 
quently admonished confreres, “Even if 
the place burns down, don't hurry." He 
dreaded apvearing in public, but when 
he cid his cuiet and unassuming manmer 
impressed all. 


Father Moylan held the position of 
Master of Discipline at Assumption — 
Geliege for many years. He was always 
a eg fair with the boys. He never 

id a hand upom a student. Much of 
his success as a disciplinerian was due 
to his remarkeble eyes that seemed to 
have the power of penetration. ‘When 
he locked at a culprit, his keen eyes 
seemed to pierce right throurh him. for 
this reason disciplinary interviews 
with him were dreaded by the & at 
Assumption. At the same time the boy 
who found it difficult to adjust te 
school routine received assistance from 
him in overeoming bad habits. 


In the classroom he was a man of few 
words, holding that the best use of the 
tongue when teaching is to use it as 
little as possible. ile was once heard 
to remark about a loquacious confrere: 
*Isn't he the old talking machine?" 
when he did speak, his words had a deep 
Significance. 


There was another side to Father Moylan's 
work that went ond the imparting of 
academic information and securing obed- 
dence to school rules. lie was once heard 


” 
a 
+ 
‘ 
“7? 
Lee 
' 
*« 
asad 
Agree 
¥ 
ih 9 


an 


Thomas Vincent Moylan 117 


to thet a Basilian’s best work is 
done a kind word spoken outside the 
¢lassroom. He taught the timid bey to 
play his part with confidenee. The 
good boy he prepared for Puture shocks. 
He was as careful in correcting little 
faults in them that could iead to 
graver failings later on as he was in 
watching over boys who were constantly 
in trouble. 
Father Moylan possessed a refinement 
of manner and a poise that made him a 
perfect zentleman. UIndowed with a good 
sense of humor, he thoroughly enjoyed 
the company of his confreres and for 
them he was a wonderful co ione He 
was a priest who had the gift of bring- 
inez visionaries back to earth. 


In 191i, Father Moylan was sent to St. 
Basil's Collere, Waco, Texas, as Super~ 
ior. This school was in difficulties 
both educational and financial, and it 
was hoped that he micht find a way of 
keeping it open. He did not succeed. 
When it was close in 1916 he returned 

to Assumption Coliece as Vice-President 
and Prefect of Studies. While in Texas 
he had contracted what at first appeared 
to be a mild case of sleeping si BSe 
Unfortunately the disease became gradually 
more seriouSe On one occasion in 1920 
it was so bad that he was reported dead 
and Mass cards began to arrive. He used 
to joke with confreres about being the 
only Basilian to read his Mass cords. 
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At the conclusion of the General Ghaster 
of 1922 Father Foylan was named Master 
of Novices. In the followine summer he 
was sent to Assumption Colleze, as a 
sort. of ambassador of «ood will, to x= 
plain the revised vow of poverty to the 
scholastics in residence there. Although 
several priests withdrew from the Con- 
erecation in 1923, only one scholastic 
left. Father Moy was regarded by 
many a8 the influence that kept all but 
one in the Concresation. 


When his term as Master of Novices ex- 
fired in 1925 he returned to Assumption. 
ver declining health now Limited his 
activity Rogge gt te advising members of 
was invalusble as a meme 
— ~* wa Local Council. By 1930 he 
Was partly an invalid and for this 
reason was_transferred to St. Basil's 
Seminary, *oronte. During the dozen 
of sickness that remained to him 
looked forward to visits from old 
friends and in the seasurs that his 
health permitted returned them. 


eal - = ars in retirement at the 
ost control of his eyes 
an ma alae privileges of the Office 
and the Mags were taken away from him. 
For a time he was still able to go to 
the chapel to make a visit, to 8a a 
Stations of the Cross and to say 
rosary. One day he fell whil ne A 
the Stations and could not set up a . 
3o0o0n these spiritusl) consolations were 
gone and there was almost complete 
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separation from his accustomed spiritual 
exerel gave from the Prasence of 
God. He died at St. Basil's Seminary 
on April 5, 1942. 


JCHE BERCHMANS FLANAGAN 
1902-1942 


- ne Sheena omni at 
aceburg, Ontario, on ‘ebrusry 24, 
1902, the son of Edward Flanagsn and 
Mary’ Silen O'Neill. He attended Yallace- 
High School for three yeers, 1914- 
ng before coming to Assumption College 
or the last year of his hich school 
oe fie continued on for three years 
in Arts and then in 1921 interrupted his 
university education to accept a teach 
a post at St. Thomas College, Chetham, 
Rew Brunswick. He returned to As ion 
College the following year, 1922-1923, 
and completed the requirements for a 
BeAs degree from the University of 
Western Ontario. 


After gradustion he entered 5t. Basil's 
Wovitiate, Toronto, am was professed 
on August 11, 1924. As a scholastic, 
Father Planagaa, always called by his 
initials, J.B, “as outstanding for his 
cheerfulness and leadership. Members 
of the staff of the Ontario Collere of 
Education, Toronto, rated him as one of 
the most misin:’ teachers in the class 
of 192581 ie wes ordained in St. 
oh %s Church, oronto, on June 30, 
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Father J.5. Fiasnagan taught at Aquinas 
Institute dur the first Sasilian 


ai in t 1928<29 and 

i 30. During these years the attacks 
of asthma that had begun during his 
theological stucies increased but in 
spite of his eufferings he refused to 
give up his work. He was 2 gifted 
teacher of Latin and Creek, and insofar 
ae his health permitted entered whole- 
heartedly into the athletic activities 
af the echoole 


Iil health @ut short the promise of 

his young life in 1950 and for the next 
three years he sought medical help and 
chances of climate in verious sanatoria. 
Sometimes he was able to give a few 
months service at either Assumption or 
St. Michsel's College School. His last 
active apyointment was to St. Michael's 
College. “here iz 1934 the wracking 
eough and consequent loss of sleep that 
had harrassed hia induced a nervous 
breakdown and he was appointed to sick 
leave. He died at St. Joseph's letreat, 
Dearborn, Michigan, on May 3, 1942. 


WILLIAM ERNEST CUMMER 
1879-1942 


Father Cusser was a dentist of inter- 
national renown who resigned as Dean 
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of the College of Dentistry at the Uni- 
versity of Detroit to enter the Toronto 
Hovitiate in 1933. He came as a late 
vocation, being then in his middle 
fifties, and as an example of humility. 


William Srnest Cumsser was born in Hamil- 
ton, Ontario, on December 4, 1679, the 
son of William Cusmer and Charlotte Louise 
Lockman. His parents were Methodists and 
he ong ates, gerne in that Faith. After 
his high Studies at the Hamilton 
Collegiate Institute he entered the Royal 
vollege of Dental Surgeons in Teronte 

in 1899. In 1962 he obtained the degree 
ef Dector of Dental Surgery from the 
University of ‘oronto and was licensed 

as a practicing dentist by the Royal 
Gollege ef Dental Surgeons. 


Dr. Gummer began the practice of dente 
istry in Toronto. He continued his 
Stuiies in summer courses at New York 
and Uhicagoe Seon he joined the staff 
of the Dental Collere where his work on 
rtial dentures was to aake him an 
ternational authority on Prosthetic 
Dentistry. In 1927 he was made a Feliow 
of the American College of Dentists. He 
was an honorary member of a number of 
dental societies. A prolifice writer, 
the list of his contributions to scien- 
tific reviews runs to severel pases. He 
was the co-author of a widely used texte 
booke In 1931 he resigned his t as 
professor in the School of Dentistry at 
the University of Toronto to become 
Pounder and First Dean of the College 
of Dentistry at the University of Detroit. 
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Barly in his dental career he maerried 
Gertrude Perry and she bore him a gon 
and a daughter. His life was saddened 
the early death of his son. During 
he War of 1914-1918 his attraction 
fer church ausic led hia to the Catholic 
Church. He received conditional baptism 
on February 28, 1917, at the Newman Club 
of the University of Toronto. He paid 
a heavy price for his conversion, es- 
trangement from his wife who took with 
her their survi child. About 1920 
he began the prectice of daily Communion. 
In i921 he attended an ordinetion for 
the first time. During it he received 
an unexpected lonsing to become a priest. 
He appreached the Archbishop of Toronte, 
then the Most feverend Neil MeNeil, for 
permission to study while his wife was 
Still living. After her death in 1932 
he renewed his request and was accepted 
as a candidate for the Archdiocese of 
oeronte, but with the clesr understand- 
ing that if he wished to become a rele 
ous priest, he was free to transfer. 


Dr. Cummer did not — his priestly 
Studies imsediately after his wife's 
death because he felt bound to complete 
certain obligations, a textbook — 
to a publisher, the need of stay ng a 
little lonser with the newly established 
Collerve of Dentistry at the University 
of Detroit, and the settling of finan 
cial arrangements in resvect of his 
daughter, then 24 and an ardent Christian 
Scientist. Barly in Mareh of 1933 he 
made up his mind to be a religious and 
applied for admission to the “ovitiate. 
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tin and Philosophy to qualify h: 
for admission to +heelogy. He was 
ordained priest in St. Aichsel's Cath- 
edral on June 11, 1938. By this time 
there had been a reconciliation with 
his deaghter and she painted for him 
the picture of St. Appollina, patron of 
ad sts, that he used on his ordin- 
ation cards. A heart silment twice 
caused the postponement of his First 
Solemn Mass. 


After his ordination Father Cuemer was 
appointed to St. Michael's Collese 
where with characteristic thoroughness 
he sought anc obtained permission to 
deepen his knowledge of Philosophy. 
His remaining ambition in life was te 
obtain a Ph.D. degree in seers 
He never cessed to be a student. In 
class ha took notes carefully and later 
typed them up. His favorite remark 

ra lecture was to say: "By Jove, 
Father, that was interesting." 


Amons the confreres Father Gusamer was ; 
kmown for his love of charts and diagrams. 
ie had used them effectively, even to 
some extent had pienecred in their use, 
while teaching dentistry, and now he was 
qoastentty Striving to make charts for 
hurch fiistory, for the Summa of St. 


a 


wi 
: 


William Ernest Gummer 124 


Thomase One of his most reaerkable 
charts represented the bark of Peter 
earrying the truths of the Faith 

ving a Summary of the Sumaa *heoloziae 
m the form of a diagram of the ship 
Queen Mary, wherein each part was as- 
Signed to a whole deck. 


His interest in scholarship was not al- 
Ways aporeciated. Knowing Father Cum- 
mer*s keen interest in church music, 
Pather MeV. tot asked him to revise 
the old St. Basil’s Hymn Sook. Father 
Keliy had in mind changing a few ter ty 
drepping a few that had outlived their 
peefainecs and adding some new ones. 
Father Cumser’s approach to the problem 
Was thet of a scholar. First he wanted 
to consult the literature and to thet 
end ordered a large number of hymn books, 
from Catholic anc non-Catholic sublishers 
alike. “hen the bill for these came in, 
Father Kelly let the revision drop. 


The apostolic work of Father Cummer'’s 
few years in the priesthood was confined 
to seeing innumerable visitors who came 
to consult him and to writing letters. 
Oceasionally he would give a special 
lectures. In May of 1942 he suffered a 
stroke and was taken to St. Michael's 
Fospitale He died there on May 14, 1942. 


ene are the stories told about his 
| lity. One day a newly ordained 
priest who had come to St. Michselts 
“ollege for graduate studies in the 
Pontifical Institute of Medineval Studies 
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was looking around for a priest as his 
confessor curing the year. He did not 
know that Father Cumsaer had been ig 
Geined only a ‘ew months any aang, Deg 
ha aid recognise zenuine bumiii 
he atked Pather Cunser to hear hie cone 
fession. Mindful of his inexpsrience 
Pether Cummer demurred in his oe 
manner and asked the priest to go to 
another end older priest. young 
= woncered what kind of 2 Cesrun 
ty the Basilian “athers were when a 


sixty year old priest sugrested coinge 
te an older one. 


PRIESTS Of TES PROVINCE OF PRANCE 


WHO DIED IN AMERICA, 1926~1942 
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GABRIEL PUMA 
LEGl-1 932 


Father Gabriel Fuma wae a member of 

the french Province who came to America 
after the anticlericsi laws of 1903 
Gispersed the Concrecatian in france 

and who chese to remain in Anerica after 
the separation of 1922 while continuing 
te be a member of the Basilian Fathers 
of the Diocese of VYiviers. 


Father Fuma was a iittle beiow the ave 
erage in height, wiry and thin in buiid, 
jovial in manner. He was born at St. 
Pierrevilie, near Lyons, france, on 
September 25, 1864. On the compietion 
of his classicai stucies in Lyons he 
entered the Feysin Novitiate and was 
admitted to final vows on September 17, 

« Ke was ordained priest on 
September 21, 1689. 


After ordination Father Fuma tauzht 
Latin, French and German at the College 
of Mary Immaculate, Ceaconfield, ingland, 
for eight yoars. Rec alled to France he 
taught German and English until 1903 
when all Basilian Vollezes were conrise 
cated. ie then spent a year in Tome 
working at the Yatican Library for the 
Pierpont Morgan Library of Hew York. 


Father Fuma c to Canada in 1904 and 
ta -. Ste “Michael's Gollege until 

i 2. year he spent some time 
at St. aees hurch, Owen Sound. Then 
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he was appointed assistant at St. John 
the Baptist Church, “uherstburg, early 
in 1907. He remained there until i915 
when he went to St. Anne's Church, 
Cetroit. This House was at thet time 
aiso the Curial House and he went there 
So that he might not te uncer the jure 
isdiction of the Canadian Province. 


Ghen the separation of 1922 brought all 
Houses in America uncer the jurisdiction 
of Father Francis Forster, former Pro- 
Vincial in America and now Superior 
Ceneral, Father Fume sought exploypment 
from the Bishop of “etroit and was ap- 
pointed assistant at Holy Gress Church 
Herine City, Michigan. “here hie faith. 
ful endesred him to ai) parichioners. 

Ke died unexpectedly of heart disease 

in the rectory at @:15 eom., Tuesday, 
Herch 29, 1932, and was buried in the 
perish cemetery s 


ADOLPHE ARTHUR VASCHALDE 
1871-1942 


Father Vaschaide was an Oriental scholar 
with an internstional reputation. He 
published in the Corpus Seriptorws 
Christiarorum Orientalium several volumes 
of Coptic and Syrise nes See texts, 
ding for each a Letin translation. 
the eccasion of his death, Professor 
—, Lo lor, Head of the Departieent of 
Languages in the University of 
prenbe, gute him this tribute: 
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"it is now forty years since as a young 
student i first met Father Vaschaice. 
ns these years i have watechea with 
keen anterest the thines that he hae 
been accompiishing particulariy in the | 
Covetalea, with his distinctive qualities. 
Gar paths seldom crossed, but each time 
i was privileged to meet hig,] was ime 
pressed by the richness of his charac- 
ter. Though possessed of full and ace 
curate knowledge in his field, he bore 
&¢ ali with rare huaiiity anc sweet 
charity. Owing to the increasing ine 
firmdtiscs of age anc of iilehezith his 
work, “o may recognise, was done, but 
we shall not cease to regret his pascing 
from us, anc we shali always held his 
momery dcar.* 


inégustry was the key to Father Yaeschalde's 
Success 26 « schelisr. When sickness 

would confine him to bed, ke would have 
beside him « grammar for seme little 

know oriental inmngunge end would master 
as wuch of it as the severity and duration 
of his illness permitted. 


Adolphe Arthur Vaschalie was born at St. 
Pons, Ardéche, Frence, on March 10, 
1871, the son of Bflime Godefroy Vasch- 
alde and Honorine Mercoyrol. fe made 
his classical studies at St. Barbe, An- 
nonay, and then in 1686 entered the 
Hovitiate at Beaconfield, Dngland. Ene 
tering with hin were Fathers John B. 
Collins and Michael P. Christian. At 
this time the Hovitiate lasted two years 
one year spent in the Novitinate House 
the second in a Basilian College se that 
he was not professed until 1886. He 
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continued his studies for the priesthood 
in mai at iste ich mh a 
ere 


18959 3 He was bev ait in 
Assumption “hurch, Windsor, on July 14, 
1895, by Sishop Denis O'Connor. 


Pather Vaschalde taught at Assumotion 
Sellege fer four years after ordination 
and was Director of the Sodality in 
1896-1599. He then returned to the 
ma ape University of America where 
he obtained a Phe. in 1901. A year 
of teaching zs Assumption Vollege 
followed and then he re te spi 
ington on a post-decto lowship 
for the year 1902-1903. 


In 1903 Fether Vaschaide was appointed 
to Ste Michael's College ae’ taught 


was Honorary President 
of the of the branacie Glub. On the Philos- 


The internal éieguhes within the Cone 

sation that were then active were 

stateful to him and he tock no part 
in them. 


The Provincial of France gave him per~ 
mission in 1910 to accept a teaching 
post at the Catholic University of 
Americae There Father Vaschalide had a 


2 i 


| cane MNO a. 
ie Ss 


ae aed. eed tee mi est ioe 
gtpolis” anlecuuent Ja 4 
— foes Qt Lasiokh . 2 Rana) Bett 

| Sinisa wtf fae gcxe hot see : 


oat atts ¥ 42. ork eethe setae an ore 
nf bawlenad Saw off «henner 
it : : t 
—_—" » & rx q 4 
R 4 + tg SiR + ee ae = Sag & 
i 4 es . * C$ . , A, x rd 
news? epee. qodak? we, 


i wa oe n 2 4 Shc Coe Lao 
“ia ef bowcdet. com ef of 
or mb Lo eotesoulell 
Seay . . s f 78 Z iS a» RSs » 3 eee & 
16. LEY @ateqGumess J6 Be 
wer pt Re$ oS Bee 
bis ee . s ; 83 eh al “a Sati & 


oo 
y 4 <= 
~ al , ; 4 
bs dee ‘ot Dad. ijn ¥ ae 22a . 
3 “2 — willie a 
7 » > o> ’ 
? «€ uw & DPA OLa® 
¢ +2 CI 
wives? TeOR ase bee. gt 
* Ae 2 A 
.-2 


Pi hes ele ts “> eae 4 iv ats 
g rs ' 
ie YS Be la -Feeiwts T.O8 
tia ,@ ieee suods nara 
i: ‘ i J5aa% ae she = a ®. ie z 4 ROM 
9 Rice Ae ry é oe 5%. os wd beh 
; oils re We Gs see: aS RS: wes L ty ind 
: # at 3 aris. wer. Bugs = sae! anal 


ipa a Reed. et haw eta od 


Hoy wha eng “ones “he Toten, 
gars gure a be yyy a reg wk 
” ‘ind SL udoeee wetIe% wang. 


Adelphe Arthur VYaschalde i131 


regular schedule. After Mass and break- 
fast he got in a short morning walk. 
Next he said Little Hours after which 
he out in four hours of study and teach- 
inge Lunch was felliewed by Yespers, 
and a siesta. He regularly 

an cipated Batins and Lauds and then 
went out for a longer walk which in- 
variably was directed towards a second- 
henit bookstore. Browsing in seerch of 
a book bargain wae his favorite recre- 
ation. On his return home he would pass 
poor wad ie cuidtna: caants £ “onan 

or rea 8s fer his 
publications. After supser he would 
spend the ev reading in some topic 
related to his field of  Gahakersates 
This life was not without human inacid- 
ents. At the University he was as 
Widely known among his collessues for 
his love of the comics in the Sunday 
papers as for his scholarship. 


As often as international conditions 
apa Pather Vaschalde went to 
ranece each summer to spend some time 
with with relatives, to to visit with his con- 
to consult scholars in his field, 
to gga ro iibraries and to browse in 
bookstores. His teacher at the Uni- 
versity and later his colleague, Msgr. 
fienri ernat, formed between them a 
common library "of over 25,000 volumes 
in Oriental literature ant related 
fields with the understanding that when 
they died it wuld form part of the 
departmental library in Oriental Lan- 
guages at the soteee tee During these 
years in ¥ r Vaschalde 
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Spent Christmas veeations with his cone 
freres hag 4merica, going in alternate 
years to Assumption College and to St. 
Michael's Golleze. He resained in 
Washington until his retirement in 1939. 
On this oceagion Pepe Pius XII con- 
ferred on him the medal “Bene 
Merenti® in on of his work 

in Catholic education. 


After his retirement father Yaschaide 
lived at St. Michael's College where 
he weaghervig- 4 to a oe ving 
Kagr oAe Cann or mony ye: & 

r of St. Prancis Church. 

been ordained together and durihg¢ 

y years in Toronto Father Fanshalée 
ery Senuierty helped him on Sunday. He 
went once 2a week to have dinner with 
him. Father Vaschalde died in St. a. 


eo 


quests, would be divided equaliy between 
Ste Michael's Cellege and the Basilian 
Fathers in France. 
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FORMER BASILIANS #hO DIED IN 
AMERICA BETWEEN THE YEARS 
1926=19%2 
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PAUL GOSTEULO 
1858~191,2 


Paul Costellor a born at Ennismore, 
Ontario, on duly 4& 186s, the son of 
Paul Costello and Anne O'Reilly. He 
came to St. Micheel’s College, ‘oronto, 
as a high school student in September, 
1904, and continued on through the old 
classical course of Bellies Lettres, 
Eheteric and Philosophy until he entered 
the Toronte Novitiate on September 15, 
i911. He wes ordained at the begi 
of Fourth Year Theology on September 
a eae | afterwards he was 
sent to the Catholic University of 
agerica to complete his course. There 
he also obtained an M.A. degree in 1916. 


gather © Costello — Bate mong te St. 
homas College . 
for the year 1916-1917." He a hamanel 
to serve as an Ary Chaplain and was 
taken off the College staff in Octeber 
1917. He reached England early in 
December and after a short stay at the 
First Canadian Command Depot was sent 

to the combet area in Selgium where he 
Was posted to an advanced ficld hospital. 


moa f 1919, Fath By A En, Fy 

o r & was 

eShiage,, tosses wreaaes teers, as 
@xas as 

an sfumauathe of his wartime experience 

he made a as for three month's 


leave of a @ with a view to seeking 
rdina inte his native diocese 
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ef Peterborough civing as his resson: 
"Since I went Overseas, I have lost 
every inclination for doing colisge 
work. I prefer to do parish work in 
the Diccese."* The Holy See granted the 
necessary indult on May 2@, i920. At 
the time of Father Costello's withdrawal, 
Bishop O'Brien wrote to Father James 
Player, then Acting Superior General: 
"I am very such impressed with the — 
ganner in which you have dealt with 
Father Costello since he made known his 
desire to come into the Seculer Clergy. 
On his part also he has nothing but 
words of kindness for your self and the 
comunity. & 


in his native Ciocese, Father 
Costelile hoped for an appointment to a 
Sm2il country parish where he could let 
his nerves relax. Instead his ability 
Was recognised anc he was made “sector 
of St. Peter's Cathedral, Peterborough. 


pas } 
Perish, Hastings, Ontario. He died 
there on January &, 1942. 


Spot in his heart for the Congregation 


thing to the Basilians. He always in- 


his death he — ay obta ned oo t 
s dea r ned a es 
from St. Mic *s College to help him 
on Sundayse 
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Father Psul Costello was a cousin of 

Pather Simon Perdue. He was six feet 

in height, well built and handsome in 
appearance. As a student he was — 

football player at St. Michael's See~ 

A typicai Irish accent in his sseecch 


ravezied his descent from the early 
trish settlers of Nunismuore. 


BENOIT GERY 
1849-1935 


Father Senoit J. Géry was bern at Lalaise, 

samy on Septeuber 2, 1849. He made 
final vows on Septeaber i9, 1873, 

oan was ordained priest on September ig, 

1875. when an antieclerical law fereed’ 

the closing of the French Novitiste in 


working knowledge of tnglish, but unless 
he stopped and earefully phrased his 
agi his speech was not easy to 


He spent the summer of 1690 at St. Mary's 
Soum!, and after this intro- 
duction te parish e ‘ag cnis an ~ 


Cherles Parish 
French-speekins aan” oe = ng ol 


fn L692" he gave up the care of this serish 
withdrew from the comaunity 
sought — Ss) -e* in the Diocese 
- Detroit. In he was sent as 
pastor to St. Catherine’s Parish, Algonac, 
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Michisen, with the Mission of St. Mark's 
on Harsen Islend. There were many 
people of french deacent in this parish 
ami they welcomed Father Gérg as one of 
is, own. He died there on March 23, 


Pather Géry's life at Algonac was made 


the subject of a novel, opal the ate 
by Barbara Frances Pleury was the 
June i942 selection of the Catholic — 
Beok of the Month “lub. «he theme of 
this book centres on his last rs at 
Algonae when he was debating ther to 
stay on in his parish or to retire to 
his native france. 


"He knew thet the time was close when 


filied a goodly share of his waking 
hours." pe 4&& 


Father Géry was small of stature and 
rotund. in the novel, on her retire- 
ment the old housekeeper gives this 
advice to her successor: 


"and I give him as nourish food as 
I can ~~ you know, eges, milk, seat. 
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He looks healthy enough, but I aiways 
gay that little gan ain't as strong as 
he looks. “uma, sometimes he seems 
downright frail.* p. 65 


in his American parish he retained the 
eustom of his native France of wearing 
his cassock on the street. 


"In the matter of dress father Germain 
was a law unto himself. He wore his 
cassock everywhere. when he was seen 
in his black suit it was taken for 
granted that he was going away. Uoat 
and trousers were travelling clothes 
for hia.” pe 83 


His tasters were simple. His recreations 
were limited to fishing and an occasional 
game of cards with a few parishioners. 


He had a church, rectory and barn; what 
eould he possibly 


His monastic life in France had lacked 


any feminine presence. It was better 
that way." p. 17 


+ : 


adit 


Syn ree! | are Ce Lesd navel 
g anotve ep 3*ais age ofs9hs sand 


DeIhr: vat Ce = him 
rd » + : mS 
ei9 ibaches ¢ ok" v3) a: 
: = | rtd evi: ai 
fers wi aos 
pret set anesh le vediem aes 
ais ox he “ val egy dine = 
saa of { mut. a fr eRiweyes } 
ipa ) gaat 22 Sina we -F eda 
a” ; <> et Jed) bea 
ye y Wwe ic 
aoe et ad 
Sey it « 8 ‘A Bane ¢€ 
r¢é > cet a 4“ 3 Lo °3e 3A 
, ee mig we, hd rod De 
SPB IS, , a6 .weoe eaw a 
inet CE 78 Be Sey 3 ZG 
suites gad ,foaeREVG mE TH RS 
aeeivtden tlilaiestam Som a 
¥e , ‘i ae T's O's goat “4 
Qa eg ray w vid £2005 | 
‘se. Geil ee |} ae sacks oh 
Semi, bad on Stee geek ade 
benogeavae (ilies veven bad od 
eased hi of eolev »*aanew 2.00 
bhotaai bad eoaexl a2 witt obteaaam 


fart, 
* ou 
ey 


«Si RRR OPES 
TZ «4 


arte te ra 
> sie ee be 


GW 


Benoit Granottier 139 


BENOIT GRANOTTIER 
1852-1930 


Father Senoit Granottier was a younger 
brother of Father Francois Xavier Gren- 
ottier, the pioneer Basilian at St. 

Zai Flan’ Departaent “aa thin tie 
at Val Fleury, 2 re, 
France, on May 31, 1652. He followed 
in his older ther's footsteps and 


22, 1877. He was ordained priest on 
September 18, 1680. 


Im the decade previous to his ordination 
the Gongregation had been blessed with 
& nueber of excellent vocations in France 
and in view of the need for priests in 
America his brether sugcested to him 
that he volunteer for work on the Mis- 
Sions of St. Mary*s, Owen Sound. 
Province of France could spare him and 
he Was appointed an assistant at St. 
—— shortly after his ordination. 

He remained there until 1689 when he 
Was transferred to Assumption “hurch, 
Windsor. 


The settled pee re at Assumption 
did not satisfy his lonzing for mision- 
ary work such as he had experienced at 
Gwen Sound. Unfortunately he could not 
be sent back there because the then 
Bishop of en tare ene had —— the 
Provincial against appo ng too —— 
ests of french birth to St. 
ieglish of their difficulty with t 
h language. 
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On April 6, 1695, Father Benoit Grane 
ottier left Assumption Parish to seek 
incardination in the Viocese of Ogdens- 

Where Frenchespeaking priests were 

to care for the French Canadians 

who had settled within its boundories. 
fie was named ter at Crown Point in 
18696. Later served for many years 
as aprish priest of St. Aucustine's, 
Peru, New York. He died thers on 
Decenber 31, 1930. 


THOMAS JAMES HAYES 
1861-1928 


Father Thomas Hayes was born at Egar, 

~ ee not far from Barrie, Ontario, 
Seneuety 15, 1661. At the age of 

ar he ieft the farm to study at St. 

Michael "s Goliege, Toronto. Five years 

later he was received as a novice at 

the Seaconfield Novitiate, “neland, on 

Gcteber 20, 1886. He pronounced the 

final vows on Uecember 16, 1890, and was 

ordained priest on December i7, "1891. 


After ordination Father Hayes taught at 
Ste Michael's Collece until Janusry, 

» when he was sent to Assumption 
voliene to replace a sick confrere. The 

ollowing year, 1893-1894, he was Assis- 
on Master of Novices. in 1898 he was 

appointed assistant at St. Mary's Church, 

an Sound. nom peur Saher Se see Weve 
to Waco, Texas, to open St. Basil's 
Gollege. 
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The invitation to “aco came from Father 
Pede & who had made his +heology 
at As on College whiie serving as 
a recreation master. Father Hayes 
turned out to be a good manager and 
very strong in public relations work. 

secured enough support to transfer 
the College to a better site and erect 
a Substantial brick building to replace 
the old frame structurs. He was popular 
with the diocesan clergy and from their 
4 ao came an invitation from the 

shop of Galveston to open St. Thomas 
High School in Houston. Father Nicholas 
Reche was named Supcrieor there and Father 
Donnelly was transferred from Waco to 
this new school. All three were fine 
preachers and frequently combined to 

ch misclons as one way of supplement- 
the revenues of their respective 


After five years in Texas, Mather Hayes 
was brought to Assumption voliege as 
‘reasurer. Eis predecessor there had 
been a . tured a pleased 
eve spending freely. Father 
Hayes introduced seoked economies and 
at the same time capitalized on the good 
will built by the previous treasurer 
with the result that he was able to 
build the present chapel wing in 1907. 
From Assumption Vollege Father Hayes 
came to St. Michael's College to serve 
as Treasurer. In 1910-1911 he was also 


Father Hayes was appointed pastor of 
Ste Basil's “hurch, ‘oronto, in 1914. 


las ho 


gh 0 
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In 1919 he remodelled the inverter, 
putcing in the present olaster ceiling 
and sovering the oid open tisber roof 
and the clerestory windows. He jus- 
tified this chance as being the only 
_ of keeping the church warm without 
enormous fuel Dili. Some of his 
cunieeren disagreed with hin, but ths 
ee gama Supoerted the building 
80 generously that he had to ane 
nounce from the pulpit its early closing. 


— Hayes was just under six feet 
powerfully tuilt and elthouch he 
bene ed over pounds he was never 
consiiered stout. For years he had two 
nicknames, “Guv" and "DL ". AGB a 
teacher he was one of the ceste As a 
tor he was sesious, a good preacher 
and a Splendid administrator. Ag a 
priest he carried himself with dienes 
and always impreesed people. He was 
popular with members of the 


very 
diocesan clergy. 


After a y successful pastorate at 
Ste Basil's h, Father Ha ~sey 
transferred to ‘Ste ashing Parish 
— as an assistant. ae any 
2922, he asked fer a on for reasons 
of health. He spent some time at the 


You of Poverty At firet Pather Kayes 
was in cowee Of ane but later being told 

that Father Rob for whom he 

had the greatest pte rene was opposed 
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he decided against toakine it and availed 
himself of the opoertunity of withdras 
the Congregation. It was a 


Father Helirady did take the revised vow. 
He eonfided in a priest friend thit if 
he had realiged in 1923 what the Come 


JOHN ERHEST PAGEAU 
LE7ipm LI 


Father John Ernest Pageau was bern in 


uncle, Father ‘homas Gignac, he was sent 
out of #indser for his h school course 


Teronto. Five years ister he entered 
the agg nny oem on September 9, 
7 the 


« Among companions in 
itiate were Fathers Weil MeHulty, 
homae “soach and Father Aibert Hurley. 
He made his final vows on August 4, 
1899, and was ordained priest on July 


After ordination Father Pageau taught 
at St. Michael's College ond at Asaumpe 
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tion College. shen an American Yicoe 
Province was formed in i910 he ~~ oo 
to St. thomas Golleze, Houston 

erior. He remained — ental i rl 
In i914 he was Thomas Col 1 Ste Michael's 
3 Ste *+homas | 


ne age 4 March i3, 1919, Father Paréeau 
eeping a over where the 
oute He jumped from a second 
floor window, breaking his hip. Perm 
anont lameness followed and he had to 
use a cane for the rest of his life. 


Ga his recovery Father Pageau — 
to St. Michael's Yollece and 

French and English there until 1 33 
when he withdrew from the Congregation 
ami was inecardinated into the Viocese 
of London. He was piaced in charge of 
a Mission that has since grown into the 

h of Christ the King, “indser. 

ter he was named pastor of Annunci- 

ation Parish, Soney Point. In this 


arising fpom the depression. He required 
talication and died in Montresl 


powerful voles. For many years he was 
choirmaster in whatev me Banh gM 
stationed. In the classroom he was 
good teacher and a strong diseiplinariens 
As a young priest he was a meticulous 
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dresser, a dapper, neat, little mane 
fie was a jovial priest whe remained 
faithful to the Concrecation sfter his 
withdrawal, obteining the help of his 
fermer confrerss when he needed aasis- 
tance and rejoicine when they invited 
hie to participate in any function, 
— ly within his native Acsumption 


he 


JOHN CLIFTON PLOMER 
LE 751925 


John Clifton Plower was a brilliant 
student whe teday would be gee 
— out as of Hd ealibre. Eis 
ente were mar 8 pre 
ference was for lish an at cee Sieens 
Sell ese Houeton ami at Assumption Cole 
windsor, he taught history. His 
8 + ie were more than intellectual. 
When he was Superior in Houston he thought 
thet there should be sore acuioment gor 
the eetence classes. The school could 
not afford to buy it, so he set up a 
aaell workshop. Father Mmii Plourde was 
a skilled sarpenter and he built whate 
- Nac eould te made in wood. Father 
Plomer made whatever was recuired in 
iron and giass. 


Father Plomer was a vocation from the 
Gollesze of “me A immaculate, Beaconfie 
on fob a ag = Ho near Fa 


er S John G. 
wre! Pt I odo Pearcee mye came 
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te Canada with Father James Player to 
enter the newly opened Toronto Novitiate 
on Aucust 23, 1692, and remained for 
his philosophies] and theolecieal 
stuties. He was ordained on Septeuber 
23, 1899. 


after ordination he taught for one year 
at St. Michael's Collece and then was 
apoointed to Assuaption Gollece where 
he also served a8 orgsnist. He returned 
te St. Michael's Coliere in 1902 and 
the next five years there. In 
he Was moved back to Assumption 
Gollege where he remained until 1923 
save for eicht years at St. Thomas Col- 
e@e He was Superior at St. Thomas, 
1915-1918. After the Cenernsl Chapter 
of i922 he decided against accept 
the revised Yow of Poverty ani was 
en ee seather nena of yy 
on February | » -& gned to the 
staf? of Sacrad Heart Seminsry he was 
stricken with appendicitis in the summer 
of 1926 and died on July 16th. ‘Two of 
his former confreres, Fathers Daniel 
Dillon and Charles Dillon were with him 
when he died. 


A football coach would bheve liked Father 
Plomer. He was slizht over six fect in 
heicht and a solidly built 200 pounds 

in weight. He was as strong as he looked. 
In the Novitiate he was considered a 
venturesome and even reckless novice. 
Later he settled dewn as «= neat and 
dignified English centleman. 


AG St. Michael's College Pather Plomer 
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was famous for heving the best of erery- 
thing. He had a new hardwood floor 
laid in hic room. He bought one of the 
@arly gramaphones and for it he boucht 
@ goed collection of classical music. 
Hie had a fine orivste library of the 
best English writers. For sany years 
he led the sanctuary choir in St. Bas~ 
4i's Church. In the classroom he was 
clearly in control of the claes but he 
rarely dDothered to enforce a constant 
Clagsreom discipline. Yhen he wanted 
Silence, the studenta gave it to hin 
promplty and absolutely. 


The history of the Basilian Fathers was 
@ personsi hobby with Father Plomer. 

He wrote the article on the Coencrecation 
am the <ivet Pam of the Gatho 


qhncnay . 
Father ay amen two ne oa to make his 
polished translation. Se sinply placed 
a copy of the book alongside his typee 
writer, he had a good model of the 
early machines, then typed away with 
few corrections and erasures. When it 
was finished he furnished it with a few 
instructions on how to use the manu- 
Script, marked it as hia private property 
anc then put 4t at the digpeeal of his 
eonfreres in the comsunity room at St. 
Michael's Volleue. Later he translated 
wresped Choma? : unpublished life of 


toe 
eee ee Pere ey ee 
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PATRICK SHAUGHNESSY 
1861~1935 


Pather Shaughnessy was a striking man, 
tali and handsome in appearance. when 
ihe walkea by the atcention of passersby 
WasS instinctively drawn to him and he 
Waé Very sensitive ebout peoplic ee 
at hime 


Ee was a fiery irishman. Once when he 
had three times appeallied to a welli-te~- 
do ym ater for a contribution to a church 
te which the rest of the 

si contributed generously, 
after the third refusal be is seid ts 
have put an Irish curse on this aan's 
lami and from tast mogent his farm ceased 
te prosper. 


Patrick ome ety Ang berm in Oakville, 
i861. He came to 
St. Michselte col Golieze, Terento, in 1682 
and remained there until 18687 when he 
went to cngiand to enter the Jeaconfield 
Hevitiate on t Yth. On his return 
te Camada he aace his theological course 
ai. aommsee o CVollere. Admitted to 
final vows on January 9, 1891, he was 
orcelned priest ia Assumption Charel 
on Deceaber 19, 169i. 


After ordination he taucht at St. Miche 
avl's ae Tor a couple of yeurs. 
In 1894 oe ag assistent at 
St. evte Yhurch “ounde ‘hore 
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he was an early advocate of using Exe~ 
treme Unection a6 the sacrament of the 
sick. ‘Thenever he gaw an ailing pare 
ishioner fn town from one of the Bice 
sions, he woulc urge hia to cose to 

the rectery where he woulc aacint hia 
lest shoulé the anointing be pui off, 
the priest might arrive too iate with 
the trensportation thea available. 


after four years in Oven Jound, father 

ughnessy wag traneferred to Assulpe 
tion Collece where he remained until 
i9G), when he came back to work 
at Gwen Yound. We was at St. John the 
Baptist Church, Awherstburg, 1915-1916, 
anc at St. “nne’s “nurch, Detroit, 
21916-1923. 


when the revised Yow of Poverty was 
propored in 1922, Yather Shaughnessy 
theucht of remaining with the Congres< 
ation uncer the old vow, but later 
decided to seek a Bishop. te was ine 
cardinzted inte the Diovese of Detreit 
on June 20, i974, undar the title of 
petrimony. A few years later he re~ 
tired to Gskrille where he lived with 
his sister until kia death on November 
22, 1935. 
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MICHAEL JOSEPH REDDEN 
1664-1897 


cites Caneela,. Suly 16, 186s aa 
cae ¥ » He 
made his page tes Bi eourse at St. Miche 
out Collese ani later took a course 
in higher mathematics at the University 
of Toronte. He was received as e novice 
at the Eeaconfield Novitiate on October 
20, 1686. During his theolozical 
studies he withdrew from the _Congrega tion 
andi completed his course at the Grand 
Seminary, Montreal. 


Father .edien was ordained with Father 
KeV. Keliy in St. Basilts Shureh, lerente, 
on Septenber 21, 1891. His first _ 
taant as curate was to St. Paul 
ch, *oronto. In 1897 he was sire 
deiven ei the Mission of the Gore "ete. 
Toronto, now Ste Patrick's Perish 
field. He died on November 27, aon, 
aud was buried in the cematery of Ste 
Francis de Sales, Pickering. 


Of Father Kedden, Pather M.Y. Kelly 
wrote in Hemarked in Passing: 


"Again, another young man, of the very 

— promise in iets ta! in ee 
in ag get Ts d ande his 

novitiate in ami for a 


oa @ collvse staff. duirable servi with 
in one year of his ordinsation he was 
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prevailed vpon to consider his mother's 
cireumstances, then a widew and ad~ 
venced in yeart. TIsmedictely <fter his 
ordinstion his appoiatment pleced him 
wheres his duties were most tryine and 
reasunerstion meagre. Later, tebercul- 
osis Set in, Ceath come after siz vears 
in the ; rtosthood, and instead 2° cing 
able to “acewmal” ay: seme sayings for his 
mcther’s benefit, he left an eeccusl- 
ation of debts which the pastors of the 
clocese were called upon to pay.” 5.74 


JEAN BARIE ANTOINE BRET 
1872=1908 


Father Jean Marie Bret was born in the 


. ays iater one 

on At Bret my 
le a hin pepadlant in t — 

t PrSauxe 


The lively faith that was characteristic 


truly Shristian family. » too, the 
first of his “priestly voeation 
were eds He 
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Part of his priestly studies were made 
at the Colilece of Biidah in Algeria 
where he was stationed for nine years. 


When the cho. Sengragest — of a 
persed the Concregation France 
sought With his brother and sis- 
ter at the family home in Gare. Later 
he was incorporated into the liocese 
go thet he sight teach in Collezes at 
Avignon and Marseilles. His iast ap- 
point@ent was a8 an assistant in the 
parish at Sanilhac. ‘here he was 
Stricken with consumption and en 
again he returned to his ome pg 

died at Gare on March 5, 1906, FF ee 
buried in the parish conetery at Preauxe 


JkAN CLAUDE SAVOYE 
LBL E— 1929 


Father Savoye wes a priest who placed 
a high vaiue on plain comson sense. It 
was ain in life to convey to others 
an aporeciation of its importance in 
daily life. A fine balance of natural 
and acquired qualities in his own life 
made him outstanding in the use of 
COMAON SeNnSee 


dean Claude women aa born at Davésieux, 
France, on eB 1648. His family 
encoura in his desire for the 
priesthood — their moderate weaith 
assisted him in getting the necessary 
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education. Upon the completion of his 
classical stucies at Saint Barbe, An- 

nonay, in 1865 he entered the Sasilian 
Novitiate at Feysin. 


After first vrefession he was sent to 
Aubenas where he taught junior classes 
and continued his own stucies. In the 
foliowing year he was broucht to Annonay 
where he proved himself to be an excep- 
tionally good Latin student. Another 
sutebantins classical scholar was in 
France as a young Sasilian at this time, 
Father Sobert Melbrady. 


In 1880 Father Savoye replaced Father 
Joseph Malbos, who had been first treas- 
urer at St. Michsel's Gollege, ‘oronteo, 
and pioneer Hasilian at Assumption 
Goliege, “indsor, as Superior of the 
Little seninasy at Vernoux. His youth, 

% turned 32 when appointed, in nowise 

erfered with his exercise of author- 
ity. ‘Some of his confreres debated 
whether it was fear or ilove that made 
those under him accede to his wishes, 
but whatever the cause he obtained full 
obedience from the very beginninge In 
1665 he was named an honorary Canon of 
the “iocese of Viviers. 


At Yernoux he st the teaching 
of science, slide lectures on 
the fundamentals of Christian archaeology 
and oo art and gonerally raised 
the sta of education. Father Savoye 
Was a model in giving individual atten - 
tion to students who needed it. Secause 


a 
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the cmanery at Yernoux was also a Little 
a he devoted quch csre to the 
ching of religion, an occupation that 
jong interest of his. He was 
a * skilful and sealous catechict. 


When the superiorship of the torts at 
Annonay became vacant in 1895, h 

Success at Yernoux msde Father aareve 
the logiesil choice for head of this ins- 
titution. Unfortunstely his wrk there 


the 
the & of the dispersal of the Con- 
Speguhae in 1903 he was half blind. 
Hevertheless he retained his interest 
in education and tutered pupliis who 
needed gpecisl help. In 8S second 
half of his life he lived at St. Charles, 
@ Minor Seminary for the Diocese of 
Viviers in the city of Annonay, where 
he was Spiritual Sirecter and ~ecial 
instructor in Latin for late vocations. 


Daring the the years of retirement due 
te old ace Father Savoye was 

tetaliy blind and had to be cuideé sround 
the House. In his last yeers the rosary 
was almost renee ny Bm his fingers and 
he spent many hours visits to the 
Blessed Sacrament. 


& last words preoecupation 
with duty. He heard a bel and not 
realising where be was, he was to 


ro "Study has finished, I must cet up 
go to teach ay class.” 
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GERMAIN DEGLESNE 
1798-1856 


The second Master of Novices in the 
Congregation was Father Germain Degleane. 
At the time of his appointment he was 
an ideal choice for the position, but 
this was not always so. His temper was 
epee quick and the sight of some- 
egg Sige nt instantly made hia angry anery 
but f t this tendency all his iife 
and guce in controlling himself se 
that his voice was always soft and eveh, 
his manner calm and amiable. A con~ 
tenporary has given this picture of him: 


"His face was tin, pale and rather dark, 
his brow lofty, his head rather bald, 

his eyes full of life and fire, his voice 
a mixture of vermth, delicacy and energy, 
while his bearing was full of authority. 


Germain Deglesne was born at Annonay in 
1796. His parents were well-to-do and 
sent him to a private school conducted 
Pather Charvet, O.F.M., who before 
Prench Rewelution had been a member 


long 
ee eee Father pea yg 
esne ent - 
a. 9 ot ieemees sheen where he made a brilliant 
ey ey Ry himself in P nial 
er s flair for figures 


lighted his father who was a eiaee 
business man. In 1814 he terminsted his 
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gon'*s cenersl sducetion and started him 
working his own business. After a 
few months he sent him to Rouen for a 
two year aporenticeship, after which he 
set Germain up in business at Annonay. 


his teens, Germain Degiesne had 
not f1 purpose in iife and he went 
along with his father's plans, though 
at no time was he enthused about a bus- 
iness career. then he reached manhood 


: of an apostolic life by teaching 
catechism to the children in the neigh- 
borhced of hie plece of business. At 
the age of twanty-three he cbtsined the 
consent cf his father and in 1621 he 
re-entered the Collece of Annonsy. 


His studies for the priesthood were 
mere _ at ; ceed During 
Some teaching as was 
then siencameben for ecclesiastical 
siucents. Sight years elapsed before 
his ordinetion in 1629 at the age of 
thirty-one. his delay was not caused 
by any academic deficiency, but a 
found humility that made him s 
accepting Sacred Orders. 


ordination the 5S of the 
at Annonay sought to utilise 
Pather s S3 experience 
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life. In 1850 he published a textbook 
which gold enough copies to require a 
eecond edition. Father Deglesne was 

also named an assistant to the Treasurer. 
In 1830 he was appointed te Sunday work 
at the suburban factories of Vidalon- 
leseAnnonay where he said two Masses and 
preached every “unday until 1654. 


Onee he was ordained rather Deglesne 
felt that God was calling hin @ 
work of spiritual direction. Fhersfore, 
he strove to acquire a deeper ledge 
or eae og of the Spiritual Life, and 
above all of Sacred Scripture. Ne read 
the writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori, 
of St. Teresa of Avila, of St. Charles 
Borromeo, anc of other masters of the 
ascetical and mystiesl life. He did not 
ct contemporary writers and care- 
y read the best current spiritusl 


Father Deglesne was reuarkably 

in tse direction of couls. Penitents 
found that his words comforted troubled 
eonscivnces and that his clear decisions 


banished coubts and sles. Shortly 
after his "ordinetion he came spiritual 
director for the = na at St. Barbe. 


Fags 

to this nearby residence with difficuity 
rather than put off his penitents to 
another day. 


It was not long before he became confese 
sor and spiritual director for the stue 
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dents at the College of Annonay and for 
most of the young Pasilians. To their 
number were gracually added many of the 

ts in and around “nnonay and bus- 

men who came to him in larrce num 
bers on the eve of grest feasts. The 
Bishop of Yiviers appointed hia extra- 
ordinary confessor for many of the cone 
vents in the district. In the direc- 
tion of souls Father beglesne*s seai 
knew neo bounds, save — Cicstated by 
prudence. He cid not always wait for 
the to make the first sove, on 
eccations he took the initiative. Freace 
of sing was the prinecipesl fruit of his 
enlightened direction. 


gente. Yather Degleene’s gifts one was 
a as a preacher. He was 
te command attention. 
forestut in the yor of rp 
language could paint a «0 
picture of familiar scences. His 
ar point as a preacher was his 
a Tg ge enetration. His meditative 
Sacred Scripture enabled 
oeryy ge beyond the literal meaning 
to uncover en aspects of spiritual 
Significancee Heexcelied in presenting 
the great truths of the Bible. When 
teaching to the students of the College 
& faverite subjects were Faith, Prayer, 
fumility, and Obedience. “his iast was 
his favorite. He wanted to bring about 
& revivel of respect for authority and 
rr: obedience modelied om the obedience 
of Chrizt. 
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Devotion to everyday duty et the College 
ang ill health combined to keep Father 
Deglesne from accepting many outside 
preaching engagements even in susmer 
time. He did preach a number of retreats 
in varicus schools of the Diocese of 
Viviers and even a few oarish missions. 


Ris humility was a sermon in itself. 

He was @ before his superiors, 
humble in the sidst of his confreres, 
and bxoble with even the smliest of 

his pupiis. In fact he was humbie at 
ali times. His lofty virtue end = und 
judgment caused his supericrs to appoint 
hia Master of Novices in 1834. His 
friend Father Julien Tracol wrote this 
account of the appointment in his diary: 


"Hovember 21, 1834. ‘this dsy is 2 creat 
feast for us, a day of gratitude; for it 
is the anniversary of the organization 
of our little community and the election 
of our venerable superior <Father Joseph 
Lapierre>. It has brought with it a new 
a one which we have looked for so 
in conformity with what was ar~ 
ranged by the Chapter which met at our 
last re retreat, with regard to the foune 


protection of Mary; that the four youn 
meu who were selected to make their 
aisisiate an the regular wanner should 
be confided to our cear confrere Father 
ow this evening. They will follow 
rule for novices under his 
ae admission will take 
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place on the First Sunday of Advent 
with the usual preyers which have not 
been made use of for so long.” 


Prior to this date candidates for the 
ereene ee: had spent two to six or 
more years in a period of vorobaticn 
under Father Augustin Payan, one of 
the Founders who had the title of Master 
of Hovices. At this time no distinc- 
tion was made between novices and 
scholastics because Basilians did not 
take relicious vows until 1852. The 
Master of Novices was in charge of ali 
unordained menbers whose definitive 
step in their vocation was the recep- 
tion of Sacred Orders anc whose com- 
mittment to the Conzrecation took the 
form of a solemn promise to dedicate 
their lives to teaching. 


Pather Deglesne was Master of Novices 
ae twenty-two years. They were in one 
ae poe ra of frustration, years saddened 
by the withdrawal of novices whose voe 
eation he felt could have been saved 
under different conditions. The scarcity 
of staff obliged Father Pierre Tour- 
Vieilie to employ some of the novices 
in teaching before their novitiate was 
completed. Unformed as yoat in the high 
obedience rewuired of them, some left 
a a quick or premptory command on 
of some priest on the Colieze 
pal 2 At times their duties in the 
College occupied so much of their tine 
that the only time Father Deglesne could 
get them together for conferences was 
uring recreation periods and on walk 
days. We begeed for permission to es- 
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tablish a Novitiate where the novices 
would be entirely separated from the 
college staff. justice of his re- 
quest was recognised but many years 
intervened before it could be eranted. 
Father Tracol gives this account of the 
— of a separate Novitiate in his 
$ 


"april 14, 1856. Father Deglesne has 
been living at St. Sarbe since the tenth 
of this sonth with the three postulants 
who are the first to make their novitiate 
in a separate house. They have been 
given a part of St. Barbe all to them- 
selves. ‘The absence of Father Declesne 
has ieft a void in our sidst, althourch 
we shali see hia often, but these visits 
will be very short." 


4s so often hapocens when a religious 
obteins something he has long desired, 
Father Deglesne's enjoyment of it was 
short. He died two sonths later, on 
dune 19, 18656. This is Father Tracol's 
account of his death: 


"June 19, 1856. The separation from my 
beloved confrere, Father Deglesne 

ought to have prepsred me in the designs 
of God for a loss which has plunced us 
into the deepest grief and mourning. 
This accomplished model of Christian 
and religious perfection has left us 
after long and cruel org and 
passed into a better life. His patience 


never gave, t put to the severest 
trials. His oe lh ne was admirable. 
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When he saw that the end was aporcach- 
ing he recomended himself te all and 

askec Our Sedeemer for nothing but 

a and the forgiveness of his 
.nBe 


MICHEL MARIE AUGUSTE DE MONTGOLFIER 
1600-1859 


Father Auguste de Montgolfier was a 
close friend of Father Patrick Meloney, 
the first Basilian to come to America. 
When Father Mol landed at New York 
City on September 4, 1850, one of the 
first letters that he sent back to 
Franee was addressed to Father de Mont- 
Ofe 


Michel Marie Auguste de Montgolfier was 
born in the suburbs of Ann at Vidalon- 
lesg-innonay, oa January 19, 10, the 
gon of Jean Baptiste and Meranie de 
Montgolfier, the one a nephew and the 
ether a niece of the inventor of the 
Saishgh of Inneady, “shoving special 4 

@ 0 nay, Ss S ap= 
Giteds for the selences. fn 1617 ho 
went to work in the family paper miils 
at nearby St. Marcel. 


His father believed in starting his nine 
sons at the bottom and having them work 
their way ups For six years Aucuste 

t er business by day and 
then studied it night. His gress 
encouraged his father to send him in 


one 
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1823 to England and Germany for a year 
that he aight enlarge his knowledge of 
ascience and commerce. When he returned 
to St. Marcel it was noticed that this 
wider exserience of the world of bus- 


y 
after return he was promoted to the 
post of manager at a new paper mill on 
the outskirts of Paris at St. Maur. He 
quickly put this new factory on 2 profit- 
able basis. 


During these first years in business 
——— Auguste had several opoortunities 
for favorable marriage, but he turned 
them down. His steady rise in the bus- 
iness world was paralleled by a life of 
indecision. it was natural for hia to 
gravitate to the paper business but 


eee in his live; he would consecrat 
if entirely te God and to the sal- 
vation of souls. His family had been 
expecting something like this and on 
November 30, 1829, his mother enawepet 
their consent in a short letter: 


"Our great sacrifice is made and I have 
tried to be resigned and to plece all 
in the hands of Ged, who thus disposes 
of youe But do not ’ forget your family.” 


This last request was necessary. In 
turning his back on the world Auguste 
soucht a dedication to God without the 
least reservations. He cut himself off 
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eo completely from the world that his 
adipitent director, Father Germain 
amp: had to moderate his zeal by 
8 letter: 


"Your smother is very restless about you 
and I am writing to her to set her mind 
at ease. You will excuse me for dis- 
turbing your retirement to ask you to 
send her a few words to inform her of 
your whereabouts and how your are getting 
Ome Pray for me.” 


His first step in puttine into effect 
his resciution of giving himself totally 
to God was to spend some time at the 
Goliege of Annonay in retirement and 
a During these weeks father Dege 
hia in his tentative 
Seeave to devote his iife to the work 
of fostering and developing priestly 
vocations. After a few months at the 
Sollege Father de Montgolfier moved to 
« Barbe where he aide his chilosophe 
ical and theolorical studies. Once 
again his spiritual director had to 
counsel moderation to overcome his 
humility and to get him to accept the 
priestly office in December of 1836. 
Father Auguste de Montgolfier said and 
believed that he was useless, good for 
nothing, and without virtue or merit. 


Under the schooling of Father Vincent 
Duret, the founder of St. Barbe, Father 
de Montgolfier acquired that caim and 
ee that discernment of minds and 
characters which are so necessary to 
those charged with the work of formation. 
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Before ordination he had been named 
Treasurer at St. Larbe in 1835 which 
Was a remarkable tribute to his ability 
g@ince Father Duret was an aduinistrater 
and financial san rather than a teacher. 
After his death Father de Montgolfier 
suceseded him as head of St. Sarbe. 


In his Little Seminary work Father de 
Mentgoifier found that his family nane 
anc the responsible positions he had 
heid sc successfully in the world gave 
him a s»ecial influence over the older 
Students. He was indefstizable in 
ferming them in virtue and in training 
them in habits of industry. He could 
not stand idleness. Those that did not 
respone to the grace of their vocation 
he sent away after giving them a fair 
opeortunity for improvement. 


The work that father Aucuste de Mont- 
golfier liked best was teaching future 
priests to meditate. Often he cid this 
by g@aking his own meditation aioud. He 
Was not an eloquent prescher but his 
Simple,familiar remarks imparted sound 
and even detailed advice with so such 
affection that he was eble to stir the 
hearts of those who heard him. His 
postare at pra and his manner of 
celebrating Holy Mass were each a 
sermon. 


His apostolic geal and his desire for 
a life of mortification put a constant 
po a on his heaith so that his super 
iors were often obliged to order him 
to take greater care of ite Father 


> 
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Vincent Duret wrote to him in 1637: 

“Hot only do I permit, but I order you 
to satisfy the desire of your mother, 
ami I expressly recomsend you toe do 
whatever she considers necessary +e. 
It is rest you need more than anything." 


Father Auguste de Montgolfier was en- 
gaged in formation work for twenty-three 

rs at St. Barbe, at Vernoux and at 

eile Andeol. «shen Father Germain 
Deglesne died in 1656 he was made Master 
of Novices. ‘he Novitiate was trans- 
ferred to Frivas in the followings year 
and there he had the happiness of hoeving 
for his assistant father vatriek Moloney 
who had recentiy returned from Toronto. 
He sang the Community Mase for the 
novices on Sunday and four days later 
he died on October 27, 1259. 


ADRIEN CHOMEL 
184,8— 


Father Adrien Chomel was the historian 
of the early years of the Concrergation. 
In 1893 he succeeded Father Pirmin 
Hilaire as Secretary General and from 
his work ——— the archives came, Le Gol- 
lage d’Annonay, 1800-1480 Nemolres Ee 
Souvenirs recusil ii 

@l. this was printed at annenay in 
1902 and forms a book of 544 pages — 
a number of illustrations not count 
in the paging. Father J.C. Plomer ol 
an English translation of this book in 
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190k. The transistion was never printed 
and only one typewritten copy is known. 


In writing his history of the first 
eighty years of the Coliege at Annonay, 
Father Chomel drew heavily on the diary 
kept for many years Father Jalien 

Tracel. He was so edified by the pious 
reflections included in this diary that 

a, Life of Father Julien Tracol. 
Priest of the Loncressation of Sts Dé 

his book was never printe ; 7 

Script cepies are Known to exist at Ane 
nonay. iIn i904 Yather Ploma made a 
translation of this work which runs to 
335 typed pages. 


Father Chomel gave as his reason for 
uncertaking these historical works: 
"Fruitful and powerful is the influence 
exercised over us by the example of our 
brethren in religion. 4s shail find no 

excuse if we fail to profit by it, for 
they followed the sams rule, observed 
the sasie customs, performed. the same 
work, and, in a word, lived the same 
life. we are naturally led to say to 
ourselves: ‘What they Zould do, why not 
I?" Thus weare gradually led to put 
into practice the lessons they have 
= us, because they are perfectiy in 

reaony with our work and correspond 
exactly to our needs." 


Father Chomel was . native of Annonay, 
born on 1 27, 1648. After studies 
at the Coliese of Annonay he entered 
the Novitiate at ‘aoe i: He eo 


his final vows on June bo, 1072, oe 
ordained priest on ade Ms §, 187he 
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MICHAEL J. PERRY 
de 1909 


The firet turfial in the Basilian Flot 
at Mount. Hone Cemetery, toronto, was 
thet of Br. Michsel d. ire was 
a life friend of Archbishops lenis 
6* Connor » both asked that Ar. Perry 
be iaid to rest in the Basilian Plot 
and thet the grave next to his be ree 
served for himself. 


Michael J. Perry was an Irishman who 
eame to St. Michsel's Colleze in 1872. 
Re wanted to be a priest but it is 
gaid that he could not meet the min- 
imum acadesic requirements. Keverthe- 
lass he was of such a winning dispose 
ition and his attraction for serving 
et the altar was so manifest that the 
ataff did not have the heart to zeend 
him away and he remeined at St. Wich 
ael’s a8 sacristen for St. pasii's 
Vhureh. mg & isyaan, he wore a 
soutene, lived as one of the comunity 
and observed the “ule insofar as it 
applied to him. He was given a room 
on the priests’ fat, on the south side 
directly above what is now the first 
OF. 


Mr. Perry was a saintly sian who showed 
his love for God in his care of the 
sacred vessels, the altars, the vest- 
ments and of ath that pertained to the 
worship of God. He was happiest when 
decorating for a major feast. The pre- 
paretion of the Christmis Crio, of the 
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Michael J. Perry 170 


Repository for Holy Thursday, of the 
Corpus Christi Procession were busy 
amd joyful days for hina. 


For thirty-five years “Mickey” Perry 

as he came to be calied, was a fomiliar 
sight about the sanctuary of St. Sasil's 
Church, then he bowed to the weakness 
of old’ age anc handed over hie sacristy 
keys to another. He lived for two years 
in retirement, consulted on special - 
eceasions and lending 4 helping hand 
when he was able. During his years as 
aseristan he kept up a correspondance 
with former students who hed heleed hia 
in his sacristy work and with Sasilians 
who had been stationed at St. Michael's. 
When his end was near he ordered that 
his ietters be burnt end from his bed 
Watched their destruction in the fire- 
place of his room. He died at 3:00 

Sefie On March ik, 1909. 
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